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SEPTEMBER CROP COMMENTS 
 
Light rain fell across the northern and central regions of the State 
in mid-September, which is unusual for this time of the year in 
California.  No damage to the grape crop was reported from the 
wet conditions.  Hot temperatures accelerated wine grape 
maturation.  Raisin, table, and wine grape harvests continued in 
the San Joaquin Valley.  Harvesting of wine grapes also continued 
along the Central and North coasts, primarily of Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay varieties. 
 
Apple harvest continued in the San Joaquin Valley of Gala, Granny 
Smith, Fuji, and Braeburn varieties.  Peach, nectarine, plum, and 
fig harvests also continued in the San Joaquin Valley.  The prune 
harvest was complete.   

Harvesting of Bartlett pears continued and the Asian pear harvest 
got underway, with Yali and Shinko varieties being picked.  
Pomegranates continued to develop in size and color, as 
harvesting of Foothill and Early Wonderful varieties was ongoing in 
the San Joaquin Valley.   
 
Some strawberries were picked in Southern California fields, 
though extensive Lygus bug infestations were reported.  Harvested 
strawberry fields were plowed and prepared for fall season berries.  
Normal spraying and maintenance continued in orchards and 
vineyards, which included the initial applications of fall fertilizer for 
fruit trees. 
 
The almond harvest continued at a slower pace during September 
in both the San Joaquin and Sacramento valleys.  Hulling and 
stockpile fumigations continued for the almond crop.  Shaking was 
complete for the Nonpareil variety, while some shaking remained 
underway for other varieties.  Sweeping, gathering, and delivering 
activities continued.  The walnut and pistachio harvests increased 
in the Central Valley.  Quality looked good, though some growers 
showed concern over lower yields, likely caused by the March 
frost. 
 

FRUIT AND NUT STATISTICS AT A GLANCE

Crop 
Bearing Acreage Yield Per Acre Estimated  Production Production 

Percent 
Change 

Next Crop 
Update 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 

NUT CROPS Acres Pounds 1,000 Pounds     
Almonds (Shelled) 680,000 710,000 2,400 1,900 1,630,000 1,350,000 -17 January 2010 
Pecans 3,100 3,200 1,210 1,190 3,750 3,800 1 January 2010 
Pistachio (In-Shell)                 

Marketable In-Shell   ---   ---   ---   --- 231,000   ---     
Shelling Stock   ---   ---   ---   --- 47,000   ---     
Total 118,000   --- 2,360   --- 278,000   ---   January 2010 

      Tons 1,000 Tons     
Walnuts (In-Shell)   223,000 223,000 1.96 1.86 436.0 415.0 -5 January 2010 
FRUIT CROPS  1/         
Apples 19,500 19,000 9.23 8.68 180.0 165.0 -8 January 2010 
Apricots 11,100 10,700 6.94 6.17 77.0 66.0 -14 January 2010 
Cherries 27,000 27,000 3.19 2.78 86.0 75.0 -13 January 2010 
Grapes, Raisin  2/ 221,000 221,000 11.30 9.05 2,505.0 2,000.0 -20 January 2010 
Grapes, Table 83,000 83,000 11.70 10.20 972.0 850.0 -13 January 2010 
Grapes, Wine  2/ 482,000 482,000 6.34 7.05 3,055.0 3,400.0 11 January 2010 
Grapes, All 786,000 786,000 8.31 7.95 6,532.0 6,250.0 -4 January 2010 
Olives 30,000 29,000 2.23 1.72 66.8 50.0 -25 January 2010 
Peaches, Clingstone 25,000 24,600 17.00 17.90 426.0 440.0 3 January 2010 
Peaches, Freestone 31,000 28,000 14.00 12.50 433.0 350.0 -19 January 2010 
Pears, Bartlett 11,000 10,000 17.70 19.50 195.0 195.0 NC January 2010 
Pears, Other 4,000 4,000 12.00 13.80 48.0 55.0 15 January 2010 
Plums, Dried (Prunes) 64,000 64,000 2.02 2.66 129.0 170.0 32 January 2010 
      Cwt. 1,000 Cwt.     
Strawberries  3/ 37,600 39,000 605 620 22,675 24,180 7 January 2010 
CITRUS CROPS  4/  5/ 2008-09 2009-10 2008-09 2009-10 2008-09 2009-10     
      Cartons 1,000 Cartons     
Grapefruit  9,600 9,600 1,167 979 11,200 9,400 -16 January 2010 
Lemons  47,000 47,000 936 851 44,000 40,000 -9 January 2010 
Oranges, Navel  141,000 141,000 489 567 69,000 80,000 16 January 2010 
Oranges, Valencia 45,000 43,000 622 698 28,000 30,000 7 January 2010 
Tangerines  6/ 27,000 30,000 496 467 13,400 14,000 4 January 2010 
1/    Forecast carried forward from previous month, unless otherwise noted. 
2/    Updated 2009 forecast. 
3/    Includes fresh market and processing. 
4/    Grapefruit - 33.5 lbs. per carton, Lemons - 38.0 lbs. per carton, Oranges - 37.5 lbs. per carton, Tangerines - 37.5 lbs. per carton. 
5/    Revised 2008-09 data. 
6/    Includes tangelos, tangerines, and tangors. 
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CALIFORNIA CITRUS 
 
Oranges:  California’s all orange production is forecast at 110 
million cartons (2.06 million tons), up 13 percent from 2008-09, 
but 11 percent below the 2007-08 crop. 
 
Navel oranges are forecast at 80 million cartons (1.50 million 
tons), up 16 percent from 2008-09, but 11 percent below the 
2007-08 crop.  The navel orange crop continued to develop 
well in both size and quality.  Harvest is expected to begin in 
late-October. 
 
The October 1 California Valencia orange forecast is 30 million 
cartons (563 thousand tons), up 7 percent from 2008-09, but 
12 percent below the 2007-08 crop.  The Valencia orange 
harvest remained underway, but was winding down in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  
 
Grapefruit:  The California grapefruit forecast of 9.4 million 
cartons (157 thousand tons) is 16 percent below 2008-2009, 
and 10 percent below the 2007-08 crop. 
 
Lemon:  California’s lemon production is forecast at 40 million 
cartons (760 thousand tons), down 9 percent from 2008-2009, 
but 35 percent above the 2007-08 crop.  Last season’s harvest 
concluded in the coastal areas during September, as harvest 
of the new season crop began in the desert region.  Harvest 
was delayed slightly and fruit sizes have been lighter than 
normal.  Fruit quality was reported as good. 
 
Tangerines:  California’s tangerine and mandarin forecast is at 
a record high of 14 million cartons (263 thousand tons), up 4 
percent from the 2008-09 and 2007-08 crops.  Bearing 
acreage continued to increase.  Satsuma mandarins were 
developing well and harvest was expected to begin in October.  
 
 
 
 

 
CITRUS FRUIT PRODUCTION  FORECAST, BY STATE AND U.S. 

Crop and State 
2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

1,000 Cartons 

ORANGES:  1/       

California, All 124,000 97,000 110,000 

Navel and Misc. 90,000 69,000 80,000 

Valencia 34,000 28,000 30,000 

Florida 340,400 324,800 272,000 

Texas 3,592 2,918 2,900 

Arizona 760 500 2/ 

U.S. TOTAL 468,752 425,218 384,900 

GRAPEFRUIT:  3/   

California, All 10,400 11,200 9,400 

Florida 53,200 43,400 39,600 

Texas 12,000 11,000 10,600 

Arizona 200 50 2/ 

U.S. TOTAL 75,800 65,650 59,600 

LEMONS:  4/   

California 29,600 44,000 40,000 

Arizona 3,000 6,000 5,000 

U.S. TOTAL 32,600 50,000 45,000 

TANGERINES:  5/   

California  6/ 13,400 13,400 14,000 

Florida   11,000 7,700 9,800 

Arizona  6/ 800 500 700 

U.S. TOTAL 25,200 21,600 24,500 
1/   ORANGES:  California and Arizona, 1 carton = 37.5 lbs.; 
       Florida,  1 carton = 45 lbs.; Texas, 1 carton = 42.5 lbs. 
2/    Estimates discontinued beginning with the 2009-10 crop year. 
3/    GRAPEFRUIT: California and Arizona, 1 carton = 33.5 lbs.; 
       Florida, 1 carton = 42.5 lbs.; Texas, 1 carton = 40 lbs. 
4/    LEMONS:  1 carton = 38 lbs. 
5/    TANGERINES:  California and Arizona, 1 carton = 37.5 lbs.; 
       Florida, 1 carton = 47.5 lbs. 
6/    Includes tangelos, tangerines, and tangors. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FLORIDA CITRUS 
 
Weekly rainfall totals during September were variable, ranging from seven inches to trace amounts.  Daily high temperatures were in 
the upper 80s to lower 90s most days, with lows reaching the 50s by the end of the month.  Generally, trees were in good condition.  
However, in poorly-cared-for groves, trees were declining quickly due to citrus Tristeza virus, young tree decline, and canker. 
 
Grove practices during the month included applying herbicides, mowing in preparation for harvest, and young tree care.  Dead trees 
were removed and burned.  Grove caretakers also continued to survey groves for greening, treat trees for citrus psyllid control, and 
remove infected trees.  Growers were irrigating in areas as needed. 
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CALIFORNIA GRAPES 
 
California's all grape varieties production for the 2009 season 
is forecast at 6.25 million tons, unchanged from August, but 4 
percent below last year.  
 
Wine-type variety grape production is expected to total 3.40 
million tons, 54 percent of California’s total grape crop.  The 
production forecast for wine type varieties is up 3 percent from 
the August forecast and up 11 percent from a year ago.  
Overall, bunch counts are up from 2008 with the most 
significant increases in Chardonnay and red wine grape 
varieties. 
 
Production of table-type grapes is forecast at 850 thousand 
tons, 14 percent of California’s total grape crop.  Production of 
table varieties is unchanged from the August 1 forecast, but 13 
percent below last year.  Late table type grape varieties 
continued to be harvested for fresh use in September.  Good 
overall fruit quality was reported. 
 
The raisin-type variety grape production is forecast at 2.00 
million tons, 32 percent of California’s total grape crop.  
Production of raisin varieties is down 5 percent from the 
August forecast, and down 20 percent from 2008.  Although 
recent weather has been favorable for crop development, wet 
weather in early summer resulted in some bunch rot and 
mildew problems.  Harvest of the raisin crop began earlier than 
normal and quality and sugar levels were reported as good.   
 

 
FRUIT PRODUCTION 

Crop and State 
2007 2008 

2009 
Forecast 

Tons 
APPLES       
California 1/ 172,500 180,000 165,000 
Idaho 1/ 17,500 42,500 32,500 
Michigan 385,000 300,000 575,000 
New York 655,000 625,000 645,000 
North Carolina 30,000 82,500 50,000 
Ohio 1/ 27,800 52,000 49,500 
Oregon 1/ 67,500 59,500 55,000 
Pennsylvania 235,000 220,000 242,500 
Virginia 107,500 115,000 100,000 
Washington 2,600,000 2,900,000 2,800,000 
West Virginia 40,000 42,500 45,000 
Other States 1/ 2/ 206,900 265,650 248,500 
U.S. TOTAL 4,544,700 4,884,650 5,008,000 
GRAPES        
California: All 6,230,000 6,532,000 6,250,000 

Wine 3,288,000 3,055,000 3,400,000 
Table 3/ 791,000 972,000 850,000 
Raisin 3/ 2,151,000 2,505,000 2,000,000 

Michigan 100,100 73,700 99,000 
New York 180,000 172,000 135,000 
Pennsylvania 84,000 107,200 70,000 
Washington 396,000 350,000 395,000 
Other States 1/ 4/ 67,150 68,360 72,000 
U.S. TOTAL 7,057,250 7,303,260 7,021,000 
1/    Estimates for current year carried forward from an earlier forecast. 
2/    Other states include:  AZ, CO, CT, GA, IA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, ME, 
       MN, MO, NH, NJ, RI, SC, TN, UT, VT, and WI. 
3/    Fresh basis. 
4/    Other states include:  AR, AZ, GA, MO, NC, OH, OR, TX, and VA. 

 
 

CASH INCOME BY COMMODITY GROUPS, CALIFORNIA, 2006-08 1/ 

Source of Income 
2006 2007 2008 

Source of Income 
2006 2007 2008 

$1,000  $1,000  
FRUIT AND NUT CROPS       VEGETABLE CROPS 6,974,471  7,290,625 7,307,308 
Almonds 2,258,790 2,401,875 2,262,400     
Apples 81,210 74,661 76,509     
Apricots 23,128 34,878 34,404 FIELD CROPS 2,709,551 3,227,275 4,075,395 
Avocados 337,189 253,581 321,468     
Berries, Other 250,164 278,449 245,946     
Berries, Strawberries 1,199,341 1,410,652 1,544,686 LIVESTOCK, POULTRY 7,582,837 10,818,837 10,632,276 
Cherries 124,391 155,016 194,534 AND  PRODUCTS   
Dates 34,690 37,459 30,813     
Figs 18,253 19,145 21,691     
Grapefruit 86,053 62,445 49,606 NURSERY, GREENHOUSE 3,881,917 3,998,157 3,288,894 
Grapes 2,998,434 3,074,988 2,925,895 AND FLORICULTURE   
Kiwifruit 23,148 22,517 19,545     
Lemons 408,280 375,792 427,817     
Nectarines 112,706 89,039 107,675 CHRISTMAS TREES 8,785 6,547 8,100 
Olives 18,119 86,693 47,473     
Oranges, Navel 348,874     

  and Miscellaneous   238,843 491,305     
Oranges, Valencia 126,931 59,867 135,414     
Peaches, Clingstone 104,846 152,665 147,857     
Peaches, Freestone 165,562 179,175 146,692 TOTAL CASH INCOME   
Pears 68,269 82,691 105,839 FROM MARKETINGS 31,417,428 36,354,601 36,186,735 
Pecans 5,848 7,832 4,913     
Pistachios 449,820 586,560 550,440     
Plums 108,648 101,077 56,960 FARM RELATED  2,879,793 2,456,011 2,902,952 
Plums, Dried 156,860 240,921 129,245 INCOME 2/   
Tangerines 60,208 78,862 143,175     
Walnuts 563,980 751,120 527,560     
Other Fruits and Nuts 146,379 156,361 124,900 GROSS CASH INCOME   
    FROM FARMING 34,297,221 38,810,612 39,089,687 
TOTAL 10,280,121 11,013,164 10,874,762     
                
1/    Totals may not add due to rounding. 
2/    Includes value of home consumption, value of inventory adjustments, machine hire and custom work, forest products sold, rental value of  
        farm dwelling, government payments, and other miscellaneous farm income. 

Source:  USDA’s Economic Research Service 
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