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SEPTEMBER CROP COMMENTS 
 
Orchard activities centered on late season fertilizer applications along 
with mechanical and hand pruning.  Peach, nectarine, and plum 
harvests began the normal seasonal decline.  Angeleno and Flavor-
Fall plum variety harvest neared completion.  Table grape harvest 
continued in the San Joaquin Valley with Red Globe, Summer Royal, 
Crimson, Flame Seedless, Christmas Rose, and Autumn King, the 
main varieties being harvested.  Harvest of wine grapes continued.  
Raisin grape harvest was progressing in the San Joaquin Valley.  

 
Pineapple quinces, figs, and apples were harvested.  Pomegranates 
showed nice color, but the crop still lacked maturity in most orchards.  
Fuji, Granny Smith, and Gala apple harvests were underway.  Bartlett 
pear harvest ended in September, while Bosc and Comice harvests 
continued.  The olive and kiwi crops continued to develop well.  
 
Almond harvest was in full swing across the State, with Nonpareils 
winding down as pollinator varieties were picking up.  Growers 
reported above normal volumes because of a heavy crop set.  Walnut 
orchards across the State were prepped for harvest in September, with 
harvest starting late in the month.  Pistachio harvest continued. 
 
Citrus fruits were sizing slower than normal.  Navel orange growers 
were expecting a late start to the harvest season due to slow internal 
maturity.  Grove activities included irrigation maintenance and 
replacement of old stock.  Lemons and Star Ruby grapefruit were 
being picked. 
 

  
FRUIT AND NUT STATISTICS AT A GLANCE 

Crop 
Bearing Acreage Yield Per Acre Estimated  Production Production 

Percent 
Change 

Next Crop Update 
2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 

NUT CROPS   Acres Pounds 1,000 Pounds     
Almonds (Shelled)  1/ 740,000 750,000 2,220 2,600 1,640,000 1,950,000 19 January 2012 
Pecans    --- --- --- --- 5,700 4,400 -23 January 2012 
Pistachio (In-Shell) 1/                 

Marketable In-Shell   ---   --- --- --- 378,000 ---     
Shelling Stock   ---   --- --- --- 144,000 ---     
Total   137,000 --- 3,810 --- 522,000 ---   January 2012 

      Tons 1,000 Tons     
Walnuts (In-Shell) 1/ 227,000 227,000 2.22 2.14 503 485 -4 January 2012 
FRUIT CROPS              
Apples    18,000 --- 7.78 --- 140 140 (NC) January 2012 
Apricots 1/ 10,800 --- 5.48 --- 59.2 55.0 -7 January 2012 
Cherries 1/  29,000 --- 3.34 --- 97.0 85.0 -12 January 2012 
Grapes, Raisin   210,000 210,000 9.90 9.76 2,079 2,050 -1 January 2012 
Grapes, Table    85,000 --- 11.90 --- 1,008 1,000 -1 January 2012 
Grapes, Wine   497,000 --- 7.30 --- 3,629 3,300 -9 January 2012 
Grapes, All   792,000 --- 8.48 --- 6,716 6,350 -5 January 2012 
Olives 1/  33,000 36,000 5.91 1.81 195 65.0 -67 January 2012 
Peaches, Clingstone 1/ 2/ 23,000 --- 18.80 --- 432 430 (Z) January 2012 
Peaches, Freestone 1/ 27,000 --- 14.30 --- 385 385 (NC) January 2012 
Pears, Bartlett 1/  10,000 --- 17.00 --- 170 190 12 January 2012 
Pears, Other 1/  4,000 --- 12.50 --- 50.0 57.0 14 January 2012 
Plums, Dried (Prunes) 1/ 61,000 58,000 2.08 2.10 127 122 -4 January 2012 
BERRIES       Cwt. 1,000 Cwt.     
Strawberries  1/ 3/  38,600 38,000 670 655 25,829 24,890 -4 January 2012 
CITRUS CROPS  4/ 2010-11 2011-12 2010-11 2011-12 2010-11 2011-12     
      Cartons 1,000 Cartons     
Grapefruit    9,400 --- 872 --- 8,200 6,800 -17 January 2012 
Lemons   45,000 --- 933 --- 42,000 40,000 -5 January 2012 
Oranges, Navel   139,000 --- 691 --- 96,000 88,000 -8 January 2012 
Oranges, Valencia   41,000 --- 659 --- 27,000 27,000 (NC) January 2012 
Mandarins & Mandarin Hybrids 5/ 33,000 --- 600 --- 19,800 20,600 4 January 2012 
(Z)  Less than one half of one percent. 
(NC) No change. 
1/    Estimates for current year carried forward from an earlier forecast. 
2/    Over-the-scale tonnage and includes culls and cannery diversions. 
3/    Includes fresh market and processing. 
4/    Beginning with 2010-11 Season:  All citrus fruit-- 40.0 lbs per carton.   
5/    Includes tangelos, tangerines, and tangors. 
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CALIFORNIA CITRUS 
 
Oranges – The California all orange forecast is 115 million 
cartons (2.30 million tons), down 6 percent from last season’s 
revised final utilization.  
 
The navel orange forecast is 88.0 million cartons (1.76 million 
tons), down 8 percent from last season.  The crop continues to 
develop slightly behind schedule, with harvest expected to 
begin in November. 
 
The Valencia orange forecast is 27.0 million cartons (540 
thousand tons), unchanged from last season’s crop.  
 
Lemons - The lemon forecast is 40.0 million cartons (800 
thousand tons), down 5 percent from last season.  Harvest was 
underway in California’s desert region. 
 
Grapefruit - The grapefruit forecast is 6.80 million cartons (136 
thousand tons), down 17 percent from last season’s crop.   
 
Mandarins & Mandarin Hybrids -- The mandarin forecast is 
20.6 million cartons (412 thousand tons), up 4 percent from 
last season.  Younger trees in California are transitioning to 
bearing age, which accounts for much of the increase in 
mandarin production in the state. 
 

FLORIDA CITRUS 
 
In the citrus growing areas, weather stations reported highs in 
the 90s and lows in the 60s and 70s.  Summer weather 
patterns brought thunderstorms and scattered showers to the 
citrus producing region throughout the month.  Weekly rainfall 
totals in most areas ranged from less than one to more than 
five inches.  Drought conditions continued across much of the 
production area with severe drought conditions present on the 
northeastern shore of Lake Okeechobee.  Harvesting of early 
oranges, white and colored grapefruit, Fallglo tangerines, and 
Nova tangelos began. 
 

 

 
 

 
CITRUS FRUIT PRODUCTION  FORECAST, BY STATE AND U.S. 

Crop and State 
2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

1,000 Cartons 
ORANGES:  1/       
California, All 115,000 123,000 115,000 

Navel & Misc.  85,000 96,000 88,000 
Valencia 30,000 27,000 27,000 

Florida 267,400 280,600 294,000 
Texas 3,270 3,898 3,418 
U.S. TOTAL 385,670 407,498 412,418 
GRAPEFRUIT:  2/   
California, All 9,000 8,200 6,800 
Florida 40,600 39,500 40,200 
Texas 11,200 12,600 10,200 
U.S. TOTAL 60,800 60,300 57,200 
LEMONS:  3/   
California 42,000 42,000 40,000 
Arizona 4,400 5,000 1,600 
U.S. TOTAL 46,400 47,000 41,600 
TANGERINES & MANDARINS:  4/   
California  5/ 19,800 19,800 20,600 
Florida   8,900 9,300 9,400 
Arizona  5/ 700 600 400 
U.S. TOTAL 29,400 29,700 30,400 
1/    ORANGES:  California (2011-12 and 2010-11) , 1 carton = 40 lbs; (2009-10), 1 carton = 37.5 lbs; Florida,  1 carton = 45 lbs.; 
       Texas, 1 carton = 42.5 lbs.; Arizona, 1 carton = 37.5 lbs. 
2/    GRAPEFRUIT: California (2011-12 and 2010-11), 1 carton = 40 lbs; (2009-10), 1 carton 33.5 lbs; Florida, 1 carton = 42.5 lbs.; 
       Texas, 1 carton = 40 lbs.; Arizona, 1 carton = 33.5 lbs. 
3/    LEMONS:  (2011-12 and 2010 -11) 1 carton = 40 lbs.; (2009-10) = 38 lbs. 
4/    TANGERINES:  California (2011-12 and 2010-11) 1 carton = 40 lbs; (2009-10), 1 carton = 37.5 lbs; Florida, 1 carton = 47.5 lbs.; 
       Arizona, 1 carton = 37.5 lbs. 
5/    Includes tangelos, tangerines, and tangors. 
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CALIFORNIA GRAPES 
 
The California all grape varieties production for the 2010 
season is forecast 6.35 million tons, down 2 percent from the 
August forecast and 5 percent below last year.  California 
leads the United States in grape production with 90 percent of 
the total.  Rain continues to be a problem for growers in the 
North Coast growing region.  However, weather has been 
more favorable for the table and raisin grapes through the 
summer. 
 
Wine-type variety grape production is expected to total 3.30 
million tons, 52 percent of California’s total grape crop.  The 
production forecast for wine type varieties is down 3 percent 
from the August forecast and down 9 percent from a year ago.  
 
Production of table-type grapes is forecast at 1.00 million tons, 
16 percent of California’s total grape crop.  Production of table 
varieties is unchanged from the August 1 forecast, but 1 
percent below last year.  
 
The raisin-type variety grape production is forecast at 2.05 
million tons, 32 percent of California’s total grape crop.  
Production of raisin varieties is unchanged from the August 
forecast, and down 1 percent from 2010.    

 

FRUIT PRODUCTION 

Crop and State 
2009 2010 

2011 
Forecast 

Tons 
APPLES       
California 1/ 132,500 140,000 140,000 
Idaho 1/ 22,500 30,000 30,000 
Michigan 575,000 295,000 550,000 
New York 685,000 635,000 610,000 
North Carolina 60,000 68,000 66,600 
Ohio 1/ 57,750 41,600 27,600 
Oregon 1/ 65,000 60,000 50,000 
Pennsylvania 255,000 246,000 221,000 
Virginia 122,500 100,000 107,500 
Washington 2,600,000 2,775,000 2,650,000 
West Virginia 41,000 32,000 36,750 
Other States 1/ 2/ 236,200 228,200 225,500 
U.S. TOTAL 4,852,450 4,650,800 4,714,950 
GRAPES       
California: All 6,557,000 6,716,000 6,350,000 

Wine 3,743,000 3,629,000 3,300,000 
Table 3/ 876,000 1,008,000 1,000,000 
Raisin 3/ 1,938,000 2,079,000 2,050,000 

Michigan 96,500 36,000 102,000 
New York 133,000 176,000 188,000 
Pennsylvania 64,000 83,000 98,000 
Washington 381,000 336,000 275,000 
Other States 1/ 4/ 75,940 67,170 75,440 
U.S. TOTAL 7,307,440 7,414,170 7,088,440 

1/    Estimates for current year carried forward from an earlier forecast.
2/    Other states include:  AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN,MA, MD, ME, 
       MN, MO, NH, NJ, RI, TN, UT, VT, and WI. 
3/    Fresh basis. 
4/    Other states include:  AZ, GA, MO, NC, OH, OR, TX, and VA. 
 

 
 

CASH INCOME BY COMMODITY GROUPS, CALIFORNIA, 2008-10 1/ 

Source of Income 
2008 2009 2010 

Source of Income 
2008 2009 2010 

$1,000  $1,000  
FRUIT AND NUT CROPS       VEGETABLE CROPS  6,913,485    7,454,198   6,880,466 
Almonds  2,343,200   2,293,500   2,838,500     
Apples  93,671   94,773   60,392     
Apricots  34,404   36,935   40,470 FIELD CROPS   4,584,229    3,668,924   3,534,345 
Avocados  321,709   211,784   409,158     
Berries, Other  335,925   464,129   304,368     
Berries, Strawberries  1,578,175   1,725,232   1,796,574 LIVESTOCK, POULTRY 10,622,736   7,861,748  9,845,714 
Cherries  194,534   225,865   258,715 AND  PRODUCTS   
Dates  28,972   27,574   32,521     
Figs  25,954   30,422   22,084     
Grapefruit  (D)   40,734   28,488 NURSERY, GREENHOUSE  3,741,559  3,446,979 3,757,121 
Grapes  2,923,015   3,260,659   3,200,405 AND FLORICULTURE   
Kiwifruit  19,545   21,084   24,961     
Lemons  458,198   292,912   338,475     
Nectarines  107,675   133,770   126,000 CHRISTMAS TREES   10,701     4,312    7,900 
Olives  46,587   32,209   113,360     
Oranges, All  594,788   703,506   704,286     
Peaches, Clingstone  147,857   158,452   140,368     
Peaches, Freestone  146,692   167,879   148,728     
Pears  105,839   93,329   89,382     
Pecans  4,913   5,919   14,478 TOTAL CASH INCOME   
Pistachios  569,900   592,850   1,158,840 FROM MARKETINGS 37,053,703  34,554,030 37,520,956 
Plums  56,960   57,568   78,422     
Plums, Dried  128,858   195,102   196,032     
Tangerines  141,802   336,431   149,903 FARM RELATED   2,683,691   2,929,694   3,335,141 
Walnuts  558,080   747,270   1,061,330 INCOME 2/   
Other Fruits and Nuts  161,132   167,981   159,170     
        
TOTAL 11,180,992  12,117,869  13,495,410 GROSS CASH INCOME   
    FROM FARMING 39,737,394  37,483,724 40,856,097 
        
(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
1/    Totals may not add due to rounding. 
2/    Includes value of home consumption, value of inventory adjustments, machine hire and custom work, forest products sold, rental value of  
       farm dwelling, government payments, and other miscellaneous farm income. 

Source:  USDA’s Economic Research Service 
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