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APRIL CROP COMMENTS

During April, apricot, nectarine, peach, plum, and prune fruit continued
to develop. Harvest began for a few early peach varieties. Cherry fruit
developed as growers continued to spray for the Oriental Fruit Fly.
Prunes were past full bloom and beginning to leaf-out in Sutter and
Yuba Counties. Weed treatments and bloom sprays continued in
stone fruit orchards. Grape and kiwifruit vines were growing rapidly as
temperatures increased. Pomegranates and persimmons continued to

leaf-out. Apples were blooming and leafing-out. Blueberries were
being picked and packed in Tulare County. Olive groves were pruned.

Almond bloom finished while trees began leafing-out and nuts
continued to develop. Growers evaluated earlier hail damage in the
San Joaquin Valley. A heavier than normal drop, possibly due to
earlier frost damage, was reported in some areas. Walnuts were in full
bloom as blight applications continued. Pistachio bloom finished in the
Fresno area. Fungicides were applied to some orchards.

Harvest of Navel oranges, tangerines, tangelos, and lemons continued.
Harvest of late variety Navel oranges and early Valencia oranges
gained momentum. Orange trees were in bloom in some areas as
bees were moved into citrus groves in preparation for full bloom.

FRUIT AND NUT STATISTICS AT A GLANCE

Bearing Acreage Yield Per Acre Estimated Production Production
Crop Percent Next Crop Update
2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 Change

NUT CROPS Acres Pounds 1,000 Pounds
Almonds (Shelled) 1/ 760,000 780,000 2,670 2,560 2,030,000 2,000,000 -1 June 29, 2012
Pecans 3,900 July 6, 2012
Pistachio (In-Shell)

Marketable In-Shell 341,000 July 6, 2012

Shelling Stock 103,000 July 6, 2012

Total 153,000 2,900 444,000 July 6, 2012

Tons 1,000 Tons
Walnuts (In-Shell) 2/ 3/ 227,000 2.03 461 July 6, 2012
FRUIT CROPS
Apples 140 July 6, 2012
Apricots 3/ 10,800 5.79 62.6 July 6, 2012
Cherries 29,000 2.59 75.0 July 6, 2012
Grapes, Raisin 3/ 4/ 210,000 9.78 2,053 July 6, 2012
Grapes, Table 3/ 85,000 12.20 1,037 July 6, 2012
Grapes, Wine 497,000 6.81 3,383 July 6, 2012
Grapes, All 3/ 4/ 792,000 8.17 6,473 July 6, 2012
Olives 3/ 41,500 1.72 71.2 July 6, 2012
Peaches, Clingstone 5/ 22,500 17.50 393 July 6, 2012
Peaches, Freestone 25,000 14.80 370 July 6, 2012
Pears, Bartlett 10,000 20.10 201 July 6, 2012
Pears, Other 4,000 14.30 57.0 July 6, 2012
Plums, Dried (Prunes) 3/ 58,000 2.24 130 June 1, 2012
BERRIES Cwit. 1,000 Cwit.
Strawberries 7/ 3/ 38,000 680 25,750 July 6, 2012
CITRUS CROPS 8/ 2010-11 | 2011-12 2010-11 [ 2011-12 2010-11 2011-12
Cartons 1,000 Cartons

Grapefruit 3/ 9,400 915 8,600 6,800 -21 July 11, 2012
Lemons 3/ 45,000 911 41,000 39,000 -5 July 11, 2012
Oranges, Navel 139,000 691 96,000 88,000 -8 July 11, 2012
Oranges, Valencia 3/ 41,000 40,000 707 700 29,000 28,000 -3 July 11, 2012
Mandarins & Mandarin Hybrids 9/ 33,000 600 19,800 19,600 -1 July 11, 2012

1/ Almond Subjective Forecast will be released May 4, 2012 at 12:00 p.m. PDT. Almond Objective Measurement Report will be released June 29, 2012.
2/ Walnut Objective Measurement Report will be released September 4, 2012 at 12:00 p.m. PDT.

3/ Revised 2011 data.

4/ Raisin Grape Objective Measurement will be released August 10, 2012.

5/ Over-the-scale tonnage and includes culls and cannery diversions.

6/ Dried Plum Forecast will be released June 1, 2012.

7/ Includes fresh market and processing.

8/ Beginning with 2011-12 Season: All citrus fruit-- 40.0 Ibs per carton.
9/ Includes tangelos, tangerines, and tangors.
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FLORIDA CITRUS

In the citrus growing areas, weather stations reported high
temperatures ranging from the upper 80s to lower 90s. Rainfall was
generally light across the citrus producing region, with the exception of
one storm bringing moderate rainfall toward the end of the month.
Drought conditions persisted throughout the citrus region.

Harvesting of early oranges (Navels and Hamlins), Honey tangerines,
and tangelos finished. White and colored grapefruit harvest was nearly
complete and the Valencia orange harvest progressed at a steady
pace. Harvesting and young tree care were the primary grove
activities during the month.

ALMOND PRODUCTION

The initial subjective forecast for the 2012 California almond production
is 2.00 billion pounds. This is 1.5 percent below last year's record
production of 2.03 billion pounds. Yield, forecasted at 2,560 Ibs/acre,
is down 4 percent from 2011’s record of 2,670 Ibs/acre. Forecasted
bearing acreage for 2012 is 780 thousand. This forecast is based on a
telephone survey conducted April 19 - May 1 from a sample of almond
growers. Of the 458 growers sampled, 283 reported. Acreage from
these reports accounted for 27 percent of the total bearing acreage.

The 2012 almond crop is shaping up nicely. February was warm and
dry across the State, creating favorable bloom conditions for almond
trees. While the bloom period was shorter than last year, the excellent
weather made up for the shorter overlap and bloom load was high.
Chilling hours were plentiful. An early March frost resulted in some
spotty damage in southern San Joaquin Valley and an early April
hailstorm affected orchards in Merced County. Weather in the
Sacramento Valley has been near ideal. A heavier than normal drop
was reported in the San Joaquin Valley. Low disease and insect
pressure were reported.

CITRUS FRUIT PRODUCTION FORECAST, BY STATE AND U.S.

2009-10 | 2010-11 [ 2011-12
Crop and State 1,000 Cartons

ORANGES: 1/

California, All 115,000 125,000 116,000
Navel & Misc. 85,000 96,000 88,000
Valencia 30,000 29,000 28,000

Florida 267,400 281,000 290,000

Texas 3,270 3,898 2,778

U.S. TOTAL 385,670 409,898 408,778

GRAPEFRUIT: 2/

California, All 9,000 8,600 6,800

Florida 40,600 39,500 37,600

Texas 11,200 12,600 10,584

U.S. TOTAL 60,800 60,700 54,984

LEMONS: 3/

California 42,000 41,000 39,000

Arizona 4,400 5,000 1,600

U.S. TOTAL 46,400 46,000 40,600

TANGERINES & MANDARINS: 4/

California 5/ 19,800 19,800 19,600

Florida 8,900 9,300 8,600

Arizona 5/ 700 600 400

U.S. TOTAL 29,400 29,700 28,600

1/ ORANGES: California (2011-12 and 2010-11) ,
1 carton = 40 Ibs, (2009-10), 1 carton = 37.5 Ibs; Florida, 1 carton =
45 Ibs.; Texas, 1 carton = 42.5 Ibs.; Arizona, 1 carton = 37.5 Ibs.

2/ GRAPEFRUIT: California (2011-12 and 2010-11), 1 carton = 40 Ibs,
(2009-10), 1 carton 33.5 Ibs; Florida, 1 carton = 42.5 Ibs.; Texas,
1 carton = 40 Ibs.; Arizona, 1 carton = 33.5 Ibs.

3/ LEMONS: (2011-12 and 2010 -11) 1 carton = 40 Ibs., (2009-10) = 38 Ibs.

4/ TANGERINES: California (2011-12 and 2010-11) 1 carton = 40 Ibs,
(2009-10), 1 carton = 37.5 Ibs; Florida, 1 carton = 47.5 Ibs.; Arizona,
1 carton = 37.5 Ibs.

5/ Includes tangelos, tangerines, and tangors.

VIC TOLOMEO, Director
SARAH HOFFMAN - KELLY KRUG, Deputy Directors
Doug Flohr - Aaron Cosgrove
Stephanie Holm - Robert Jeutong - Jennifer Johnson - Brian Kugel
Jodi Letterman - John McDonnell - Karen Olmstead
Lena Schwedler - Jennifer Van Court - Adam Wosoba
Estimates Group - (916) 498-5161

USDA-NASS, California Field Office publications
are available free-of-charge on the Internet at:
www.hass.usda.gov/ca

Page 2 of 2

California Fruit & Nut Review (May 22, 2012)
USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, California Field Office



