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CALIFORNIA FARM REVENUES REACH NEW HIGH IN 2011

The State’'s 81,500 farms and ranches received a record high $43.5 billion for their output last year. California
agriculture revenues increased 15 percent for 2011 from the revised 2010 income level of $38 billion, according to
USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service and Economic Research Service. California’s cash receipts
represented 11.9 percent of the U.S. total for 2011.

California’s increase in revenue was led by the dairy sector. Dairy producers received $7.68 billion for their milk
production in 2011, up 30 percent from 2010. Herd size change from 2010 was a negligible 0.9 percent. Milk
production from the State’s dairy farmers increased 3 percent. Milk prices received by producers rose from $14.69
per hundred pounds of milk sold in 2010 to $18.54 in 2011. California produced 21.1 percent of the nation’s milk
supply last year. The beginning of 2011 saw a recovery in milk prices until April when prices stalled. In June,
prices increased to above $20 per hundred pounds. Fall prices dropped off to end the year below April's price.
2011 milk prices, excluding January’'s, were higher than in the previous two years, and the cost of production was
up 17.8 percent based on the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Cost of Production Survey. The high
production costs, primarily feed, kept California dairies struggling financially in 2011. Last year, the State lost 48
dairy farms, and the prior year saw a decline of 37 dairies.

Eleven California products exceeded $1 billion in receipts for 2011, the same as in 2010. Ten of the eleven
commodities registered an increase in value. The commodity with the largest percentage increase was hay, at a 68
percent increase in value, with a return to the $1 billion plus mark last held in 2008. The value of almonds edged
higher than that of grapes in 2011, ranking second in the top ten commodities by cash receipts. Final grower
returns could change the sales values for the commodities, resulting in an updated dollar amount in next year’s
report.

Top Ten Commodities 2008 2009_ _ | 2010 | 2011 2011/2010
Million Dollars 1/ Percent Change
All Commodities 37,054 34,588 38,003 43,544 15
Milk 6,924 4,537 5,928 7,681 30
Almonds 2,343 2,294 2,903 3,867 33
Grapes 2,923 3,261 3,208 3,857 20
Cattle, Calves 1,885 1,676 2,068 2,825 37
Greenhouse/Nursery 2/ 2,692 2,513 2,357 2,683 14
Strawberries 1,578 1,725 1,813 1,948 7
Lettuce 1,581 1,744 1,605 1,513 -6
Walnuts 558 747 1,028 1,323 29
Hay 1,338 736 784 1,319 68
Tomatoes, Fresh and Processing 1,317 1,539 1,246 1,265 2

1/ Grower returns subject to revision.
2/ Excludes Floriculture.

More information on California’s cash receipts from farm marketings is located at www.ers.usda.gov/Data/Farmincome .
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