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CALIFORNIA CROP PRODUCTION REPORT 

 

SACRAMENTO -- The USDA-NASS, California Field Office today released the 
crop production forecast for May.  The latest survey, conducted during the last 
week of April and the first week of May, included the following commodities:  
 
Almonds – The initial subjective forecast for the 2011 California almond 
production is 1.75 billion pounds. This is 6 percent above last year's production of 
1.65 billion pounds. Estimated bearing acreage for 2011 is 750 thousand. This 
forecast is based on a telephone survey conducted April 21 - May 2 from a sample 
of almond growers. Of the 486 growers sampled, 375 reported. Acreage from 
these reports accounted for 27 percent of the total bearing acreage. 
 
After a good winter with excellent chilling hours, the 2011 almond crop bloom 
began. A cold spring lengthened the bloom, causing more overlap between 
varieties. Cold weather can affect bee activity, but pollination was successful this 
year and California almond trees set a good crop. Freezing temperatures this 
spring did affect the northern regions more than the south, but frost damage was 
not significant. Older plantings suffered some damage from the strong winds that 
accompanied the spring storms, but overall damage was minimal. Spotty damage 
from hail was also noted. Low disease and insect pressure have been reported 
and, with all the precipitation California has seen this winter, lack of water for 
irrigation is not the problem it was a few years ago. Normal levels of shed have 
been reported. The crop in general is reported to be good with heavy sets noted 
on several varieties. 
 
Peaches - The 2011 California Freestone peach crop forecast is 385 thousand 
tons, unchanged from the 2010 crop.  California experienced an adequate number 
of chilling hours, thus benefiting the Freestone crop.  Weather during the bloom 
period was very accommodating, resulting in a good set.  Growers are expecting 
to have to thin more this year due to the good set.  There have been minimal 
reports of hail damage on the early varieties, but overall the crop is looking good. 
The 2011 California Clingstone peach crop forecast is 430 thousand tons, down 
less than 1 percent from the 2010 crop.  Crop development has been slowed due 
to spring rains and cooler than normal April temperatures.  This year's statewide 
full bloom date was three days later than last year.  The Extra Early and Early 
varieties are reported to have a heavy set, while the Late and Extra Late varieties 
are reported to have an average set.  Cool and windy weather conditions have 
growers busy protecting their orchards from mildew.     
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Wheat - The 2011 Winter wheat production forecast is 1,173 thousand tons, up 36 
percent from last year.  Harvested acres are estimated at 460 thousand, resulting in a 
yield of 2.55 tons per acre.  The wheat growing season in California has been mostly 
positive.  Rainfall was received throughout the growing season to promote good growth 
in dryland winter wheat.  This same precipitation also led to adequate water being 
available for irrigation.  While cool weather did set crop development slightly behind 
early in the spring, recent warmer weather has led to good development.  Overall, 
disease pressure has been moderate this year, with some reports of stripe rust 
received.  The 2011 Durum wheat production forecast is 479 thousand tons, up 38 
percent from 2010.  Harvested acres are estimated at 145 thousand, with a yield of 3.30 
tons per acre.  Good quality and few disease issues were reported for California's 2011 
Durum wheat crop.  The relatively cool spring did put Durum wheat development slightly 
behind normal.  Warmer weather has sped the development and the Durum wheat crop 
was nearing harvest in Southern California.    
 
Production forecasts are released on a monthly basis and do not reflect final production 
estimates.  The next production forecast will be issued June 9, 2011. 
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