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FALL FRESH MARKET VEGETABLE AND MELON ACREAGE 

 
Broccoli: California's area for fall harvest is forecast at 25.1 thousand 
acres, down 3 percent from 2009.  Broccoli growers experienced a hot 
and dry growing season.  
 
Cantaloupes: In California, ideal temperatures during the growing 
season boosted crop quality.  Nationally, the fall cantaloupe area for 
harvest is forecast at 14.0 thousand acres, up 1 percent from 2009.  
Arizona’s harvest is expected to be in full swing by mid-October.  
 
Carrots: In California, harvest is underway in the Bakersfield area and 
crop quality is reported to be good.  Nationally, the area for fresh 
market harvest is forecast at 16.6 thousand acres, down 1 percent 
from last year.  In Texas, production is down due to reduced plantings.  
 
Cauliflower: Area for fall harvest in California is forecast at 8.5 
thousand acres, up 1 percent from last year.  Firm market prices were 
reported.  Cool temperatures during September delayed plant growth.  
 
Corn, sweet: The California crop is in good condition due to favorable 
weather during the summer season.  No pest or disease problems 
have been reported.  Nationally, fresh market area for harvest is 
forecast at 10.4 thousand acres, up 4 percent from last year.  In 
Florida, land preparation and planting began in early August.  Growing 
conditions were favorable for the sweet corn crop.  Fall harvesting is 
expected to begin on schedule.  
 
Honeydews: California’s land preparation and planting is underway in 
the San Joaquin Valley.  Nationally, fresh market area for fall harvest is 
forecast at 3.6 thousand acres, unchanged from last year.  Arizona’s 
harvest of fall season honeydews is expected to be in full swing by 
mid-October.  
 
Head lettuce: California’s area for fall harvest is forecast at 32.5 
thousand acres, up 2 percent from last year.  Production is underway 
in the Salinas Valley with crop quality reported as good.  
 
Tomatoes: In California, planting was delayed due to cool and wet 
weather.  Harvest began a week later than normal.  Nationally, the 
fresh market area for fall harvest is forecast at 18.3 thousand acres, 
down 3 percent from 2009.  In Florida, land preparation and planting 
began in the northern part of the State in July.  However, whitefly 
infestation created challenges for fall tomato growers.  
 

 
FALL SEASON FRESH MARKET VEGETABLE AND MELON ACREAGE

Crop and State 
Usual 
Harvest 
Period 

Area Harvested 
For 

Harvest   2010 

2008  2009 2010 2009

Acres Percent

BROCCOLI a/      
California Oct‐Dec  25,000  26,000 25,100 97

CANTALOUPE   
Arizona Oct‐Dec  7,500  9,800 9,500 97
California Oct‐Dec  4,000  4,000 4,000 113
TOTAL 11,500  13,800 14,000 101

CARROTS   
California Oct‐Dec  16,900  16,700 16,500 99
Texas Oct‐Dec  100  100 100 100
TOTAL 17,000  16,800 16,600 99

CAULIFLOWER a/   
California Oct‐Dec  7,900  8,400 8,500 101

CELERY a/   
California Oct‐Dec  7,000  7,400 7,500 101

CORN, SWEET   
California Oct‐Dec  3,900  3,900 4,400 113
Florida Sep‐Dec  5,500  6,100 6,000 98
TOTAL 9,400  10,000 10,400 104

HONEYDEW   
Arizona Oct‐Dec  1,400  1,600 1,300 81
California Oct‐Dec  1,900  2,000 2,300 115
TOTAL 3,300  3,600 3,600 100

LETTUCE, HEAD   
California Oct‐Dec  28,000  32,000 32,500 102

TOMATOES   
California Oct‐Dec  11,500  11,500 12,300 107
Florida  Sep‐Dec  7,400  7,300 6,000 82
TOTAL 18,900  18,800 18,300 97

a/    Includes fresh market and processing.  

 
 

SUMMER ONIONS 
 

California's 2010 summer storage onion production is estimated at 
13.1 million cwt., 9 percent below 2009.  Harvested area is expected to 
be 29.0 thousand acres, 8 percent less than last year.  The yield is 
estimated at 450 cwt. per acre, 5 cwt. below the previous year.   
 
Nationally, summer storage onion production is forecast at 54.7 million 
cwt., down 5 percent from last year.  Storage onion harvested area is 
forecast at 104.4 thousand acres, down 1 percent from 2009.  
 

 
 

SUMMER ONION ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

Commodity 

Harvested   For Harvest   Yield Per Acre  Production 

2008  2009  2010  2008  2009  2010  2008  2009  2010 

Acres  Cwt.  Per Acre  1,000 Cwt. 

Non‐Storage Total  19,400  17,400 17,900 533 551 534  10,344  9,584 9,550
Storage Total  105,690  106,060 104,470 523 541 524  55,278  57,414 54,696
California Storage a/  31,300  31,400 29,000 425 455 450  13,303  14,287 13,050

U.S. TOTAL ONIONS b/  153,490  150,660 148,270 489 502 485  75,120  75,557 71,902

a/    Primarily for dehydrated and other processing.  
b/    Includes spring and summer onions.  
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Cash Income by Commodity Groups, California, 2007‐2009 a/ 

Source of Income 
2007  2008  2009

Source of Income 
2007  2008 2009

$1,000   $1,000 

VEGETABLE CROPS  FIELD CROPS 3,179,992   4,847,264  3,590,720 
Artichokes  58,080   54,683   63,279 
Asparagus  70,180   52,625   52,000  FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 11,085,504   11,158,856  11,790,548 
Beans, Green Lima  8,965   7,254   9,096 
Beans, Snap, All  50,618   43,919   50,100  CHRISTMAS TREES 6,547   10,701  8,600 
Broccoli, All  626,325   663,319   698,376 
Cabbage  80,349   75,686   74,070  NURSERY, GREENHOUSE,
Carrots, All  461,976   517,663   499,766  AND FLORICULTURE 3,974,716   3,786,649  3,783,695 
Cauliflower  200,045   231,789   255,766 
Celery  395,667   354,979   349,918  LIVESTOCK, POULTRY,
Corn, Sweet  107,072   94,022   111,154  AND PRODUCTS 10,818,833   10,624,078  7,814,006 
Cucumbers, All  36,840   40,846   41,693 
Garlic  162,012   176,715   191,330 
Lettuce  1,697,278   1,580,831   1,725,799  TOTAL CASH INCOME
Melons, Cantaloupe  148,590   179,010   166,310  FROM MARKETINGS 36,385,579   38,407,408  34,840,648 
Melons, Honeydew  47,695   37,604   38,170 
Melons, Watermelon  73,427   104,209   86,106 
Mushrooms, Agaricus  188,605   195,727   202,608  FARM RELATED
Onions  189,159   164,559   151,675  INCOME b/ 2,549,883   2,667,312  2,953,790 
Peppers, Chili  61,884   44,041   50,409 
Peppers, Green  227,758   290,692   228,472 
Pumpkins  12,852   18,550   20,558  GROSS CASH INCOME
Spinach, All  135,821   148,749   175,265  FROM FARMING 38,935,462   41,074,720  37,794,438 
Squash  29,082   33,500   32,160    
Tomatoes, Fresh  374,070   388,112   363,312 

Tomatoes, Processing  849,365   929,209   1,146,335  a/    Totals may not add due to rounding. 
Other Vegetable Crops  1,026,291   1,551,566   1,069,351  b/    Includes value of home consumption, value of inventory

       adjustments, machine hire and custom work, forest products
TOTAL  7,319,986   7,979,859   7,853,078        sold, rental value of farm dwelling, government payments, and

       other miscellaneous farm income. 

Source:  USDA’s Economic Research Service
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