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2012 VEGETABLE CROP SUMMARY 

 
California fresh market and dual utilization vegetable crop production (excluding mushrooms) was 10.6 million tons, four 
percent below the previous year.  California continues to be the leading fresh market State, accounting for 44 percent of 
the harvested area, 49 percent of production, and 50 percent of the value for the United States. 
 
Crops that had value increases were artichokes, broccoli, cabbage, sweet corn, cucumbers, leaf lettuce, cantaloupe, 
mushrooms, summer non-storage onions, summer storage onions, bell peppers, chili peppers, pumpkins, fresh spinach, 
and squash.  Crops showing a decrease in value were asparagus, snap beans, fresh carrots, cauliflower, celery, garlic, 
head lettuce, romaine lettuce, honeydew melons, watermelons, spring onions,  processing spinach, and tomatoes. The 
value of processing carrots was not published to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
 
 

CALIFORNIA FRESH MARKET AND DUAL UTILIZATION VEGETABLE CROPS 

Crop and Use 1/ 
Area Harvested Average Yield Production Price Per Cwt. 2/ Total Value 

2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 
Acres Cwt. 1,000 Cwt. Dollars 1,000 Dollars 

Artichokes 3/ 7,400 7,800 135 145 999 1,131 51.10 47.50 51,049 53,723 
Asparagus 3/ 11,500 11,500 33 32 384 368 149.00 131.00 57,216 48,208 
Beans, Snap  9,000 9,200 110 105 990 966 66.90 65.10 66,231 62,887 
Broccoli 3/ 116,000 119,000 150 165 17,213 19,436 33.70 33.20 580,526 644,747 
Cabbage 12,000 11,500 425 380 5,100 4,370 12.90 17.10 65,790 74,727 
Carrots,     

Fresh 62,500 61,000 300 310 18,750 18,910 34.20 26.60 641,250 503,006 
Processing (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 
Total (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 

Cauliflower 3/ 33,000 32,000 180 180 5,940 5,760 44.50 33.80 264,132 194,952 
Celery 3/ 26,400 27,000 700 690 18,480 18,630 20.00 18.50 368,822 344,024 
Corn, Sweet  33,500 33,800 185 175 6,198 5,915 19.20 20.80 119,002 123,032 
Cucumbers  3,900 3,700 195 200 761 740 36.60 41.60 27,853 30,784 
Garlic 3/ 24,000 25,000 170 170 4,080 4,250 68.60 52.10 279,927 221,289 
Lettuce,     

Head 93,000 90,000 405 360 37,665 32,400 20.10 18.40 757,067 596,160 
Leaf 40,000 43,200 255 245 10,200 10,584 29.20 34.90 297,840 369,382 
Romaine 62,200 66,500 340 310 21,148 20,615 26.50 23.40 560,422 482,391 

Melons,     
Cantaloupe 37,000 36,000 300 300 11,100 10,800 16.10 17.20 178,710 185,760 
Honeydew 11,000 10,500 240 240 2,640 2,520 21.00 18.80 55,440 47,376 
Watermelon 10,000 10,000 600 610 6,000 6,100 14.00 12.80 84,000 78,080 

Mushrooms (Agaricus) 456 471 2,586 2,577 1,179 1,214 166.00 171.00 195,908 208,118 
Onions, 3/     

Spring 6,300 6,500 400 400 2,520 2,600 13.50 11.60 34,020 30,160 
Summer (Non-Storage) 6,700 7,400 590 545 3,953 4,033 5.00 5.00 19,765 20,165 
Summer (Storage) 4/ 29,500 29,800 440 436 12,980 13,000 8.04 10.10 102,389 128,777 

Peppers, 3/     
Bell 20,900 23,300 425 425 8,898 9,893 29.90 28.40 266,202 280,820 
Chili  6,400 7,100 355 445 2,275 3,157 33.80 31.60 76,790 99,682 

Pumpkins 3/ 5,400 5,500 310 340 1,674 1,870 11.70 14.70 19,586 27,489 
Spinach,     

Fresh 19,300 21,200 195 150 3,764 3,180 36.70 44.20 138,139 140,556 
Processing 7,300 6,500 307 271 2,241 1,759 6.75 7.00 15,128 12,313 
Total 26,600 27,700 226 178 6,005 4,939 25.52 30.95 153,267 152,869 

Squash 3/ 6,500 6,100 170 200 1,105 1,220 30.00 28.70 33,138 35,052 
Tomatoes 32,000 31,000 355 315 11,360 9,765 22.80 22.70 259,008 221,666 
1/    Fresh Market Usage, except where specified. 
2/    Fresh market price is at the point of first sale.  For processing crops and the processing segment of the dual utilization crops,  
       price is based on equivalent returns at the processing plant door. 
3/    Fresh Market and processing combined. 
4/   Primarily for dehydrated and other processing. 
(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
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CALIFORNIA PROCESSING TOMATOES 

 
California=s processing tomato production in 2012 was 12.6 million tons, 6 percent above the 2011 production.  Harvested 
acreage was 258 thousand acres, 3 percent above a year earlier.  The yield was 48.99 tons per acre, up 3 percent from 
2011.  
 

U.S. PROCESSING TOMATO ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION 

State 
Area Planted Area Harvested Yield Per Acre 1/ Production 

2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 
Acres Tons 

California 255,000 260,000 250,000 258,000  47.76  48.99  11,941,000 12,640,000 
Indiana 9,000 9,100 9,000 9,000  24.89   28.85  224,010 259,650 
Michigan 3,500 3,600 3,500 3,500  30.00  35.00  105,000 122,500 
Ohio 5,600 6,200 5,300 5,800  23.80   27.00  126,140 156,600 
  
UNITED STATES 273,100 278,900 267,800 276,300 46.29  47.70  12,396,150 13,178,750 
1/    Yield per acre may not equal production divided by area harvested due to rounding. 

 
 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA PROCESSING TOMATO ACREAGE, YIELD, PRODUCTION, AND VALUE 

Processing 
Crop 

Area Harvested Average Yield Production Price Per Ton Total Value 

2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 
Acres Tons Dollars 1,000 Dollars 

Tomatoes 250,000 258,000 47.76  48.99 11,941,000 12,640,000 74.30 75.00 887,216 948,000 
 
 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA PROCESSING TOMATOES BY COUNTY, 2012 CROP 

County 
Contracted and Open Market 

Area Planted Area Harvested Yield Per Acre Production 1/ 
Acres  Tons 

Colusa 13,000 13,000 44.62 580,000 
Fresno 99,000 98,000 55.26 5,415,000 
Kern 12,000 12,000 55.92 671,000 
Kings 29,000 29,000 49.66 1,440,000 
Madera 3,000 3,000 51.67 155,000 
Merced 13,000 13,000 43.62 567,000 
Sacramento 2,000 2,000 49.00 98,000 
San Benito 2,000 2,000 43.00 86,000 
San Joaquin 22,000 22,000 40.91 900,000 
Solano 10,000 10,000 34.00 340,000 
Stanislaus 10,000 10,000 50.50 505,000 
Sutter 7,000 7,000 37.14 260,000 
Yolo 35,000 34,000 43.24 1,470,000 
Other Counties 2/ 3,000 3,000 51.00 153,000 
Total 260,000 258,000 48.99 12,640,000 
1/    On the basis of “paid for tonnage” purchased from growers as reported by processors, dockage not included. 
2/    To avoid disclosure of individual operations, “Other Counties” includes: Alpine, Contra Costa, and Santa Clara. 
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UNITED STATES LIMA BEANS FOR PROCESSING UTILIZATION 1/ 

Utilization 

Area Planted Area Harvested Yield Per Acre Production 

2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 

Acres Tons 

Canning 3,320 3,670 3,210 3,060 1.11 1.61 3,570 4,920 

Freezing:       27,150 30,750 26,910 29,940 1.45 1.87 39,110 55,975 

Fordhooks 3,200 3,500 3,200 3,500 2.10 2.10 6,720 7,350 

Baby Limas 24,310 27,250 23,710 26,440 1.37 1.84 32,390 48,625 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 30,830 34,420 30,120 33,000 1.42 1.85 42,680 60,895 

1/    Other States include CA, DE, IL, MD, OR, WA, and WI. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Page 4 of 4 
California Vegetable Review (February 4, 2013) 

USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, California Field Office 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIC TOLOMEO, Director 
KELLY KRUG, Deputy Director 
Doug Flohr - Aaron Cosgrove 

Stephanie Holm - Robert Jeutong - Jennifer Johnson - Brian Kugel 
Jodi Letterman - John McDonnell - Karen Olmstead 

Lena Schwedler - Jennifer Van Court  
Estimates Group - (916) 498-5161 

 

USDA-NASS, California Field Office publications 
are available free-of-charge on the Internet at: 

www.nass.usda.gov/ca  

 
 
 
 
 


