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Colorado
Cattle Facts

Cattle Inventory January 1, 2018

The January 1, 2018 inventory of all cattle and calves 
in Colorado totaled 2.85 million head, unchanged from 
the January 1, 2017 inventory, according to the January 
1 Cattle Survey conducted by the Mountain Regional 
Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, USDA. Beef cows, at 809,000 head, were up 
4,000 head from the previous year. Milk cows increased 
11,000 head from last year to 166,000 head. Colorado’s 
2017 calf crop, at 830,000 head, is unchanged from 
2016.

Other class estimates as of January 1, 2018 and percent 
changes from 2017 were as follows: Beef replacement 
heifers 500 pounds and over, down 5 percent to 180,000 
head; milk replacement heifers 500 pounds and over, 
unchanged at 100,000 head; other heifers 500 pounds 
and over, up 6 percent to 550,000 head; steers 500 
pounds and over, down 5 percent to 810,000 head; bulls 
500 pounds and over, unchanged at 55,000 head; and 
calves under 500 pounds, up 3 percent to 180,000 head. 
The total inventory included 1.00 million head of cattle 
and calves on feed, up 6 percent from last year.

January 2018

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service
Mountain Region, Colorado Field Office.

William Meyer, Director
P.O. Box 150969

Lakewood, CO. 80215
Phone: (800) 392-3202

Fax: (866) 314-4029
nass-co@nass.usda.gov
www.nass.usda.gov/co
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All Cattle & Calves, January 1, 2018
Top Ten States

All Cattle & Calves, January 1, 2018
Top Ten Counties

WELD
YUMA
MORGAN
LOGAN
KIT CARSON
PROWERS
CROWLEY
WASHINGTON
OTERO
MONTROSE

545,000
285,000
230,000
210,000
175,000
110,000
99,000
81,000
78,000
61,000

These top ten counties represent 65.8% of all cattle and calves in the 
State of Colorado.

These top ten states represent 58% of all cattle and calves in the United 
States.

STATE HEAD

COUNTIES HEAD

M
ill

io
n 

H
ea

d

1867     1896     1916      1936     1956      1976     1996     2018

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

0

January 1, U.S. Cattle Inventory 
1867 - 2018

2018 Inventory 94,399,000



Species  
All Cattle & Calves, January 1, 2018
   All Cows & Heifers, that have Calved
       Beef Cows & Heifers
       Milk Cows & Heifers
   Heifers 500 pounds & over
        For Beef Cow Replacement
        For Milk Cow Replacement
        Other Heifers
   Steers 500 pounds & over
   Bulls 500 pounds & over
   Calves under 500 pounds

Number
2,850,000
  975,000
  809,000
  166,000
  830,000
  180,000
   100,000
 550,000
 810,000
   55,000
 180,000

Colorado Cattle Inventory
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Other Disappearance Placements Sales for Slaughter

Cattle on Feed: Disappearance, Placements 
& Sales for Slaughter 2017
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Commodity   
All Cattle & Calves (1,000 Hd) 
Beef Cows (1,000 Hd)
Milk Cows (1,000 Hd)
Cattle on Feed (1,000 Hd)
Beef Cattle  ($/Cwt)
Beef Cows ($/Cwt)
Calves ($/Cwt)
Steers & Heifers ($/Cwt) 
Milk Cows ($/Head)

1867
1927
1867
1935
1998
2003
2003
2003
1963

147
406

2
87

61.3
45.6
104
88.4
201

Cattle Record
Record High Record Low

In the case of a tie, the most recent year was used.

1973
1974
1934
2001
2005
2010
2005
2005
2008

3,756
1,125

300
1,230

110.00
59.2

136.00
111.00
2,150

Cattle & Calves: Inventory, Supply, 
Disposition and Value 2007 - 2017

2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

2,700,000
2,750,000
2,600,000
2,600,000
2,650,000
2,800,000
2,650,000
2,550,000
2,550,000
2,700,000
2,850,000

790,000
780,000
780,000
780,000
810,000
770,000
740,000
750,000
800,000
830,000
830,000

1,850,000
1,620,000
1,650,000
1,620,000
1,550,000
1,500,000
1,570,000
1,370,000
1,648,000
1,500,000
1,571,000

2,338,000
2,325,000
2,215,000
2,135,000
1,995,000
2,197,500
2,184,500
1,917,000
2,080,000
1,965,500
2,174,000

100,000
108,000
103,000
102,000
97,500
105,000
108,000
87,000
102,000
101,500
100,500

2,000
2,000
2,000
3,000
2,500
2,500
2,500
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,500

80,000
60,000
55,000
55,000
65,000
60,000
60,000
65,000
60,000
57,000
65,000

70,000
55,000
55,000
55,000
50,000
55,000
55,000
50,000
55,000
55,000
60,000

9,324,000
7,927,000
7,161,000
9,030,000
10,480,000
14,601,000
11,851,000
15,679,000
12,623,000
8,574,000
8,014,000

Year
Inventory

First of Year
Calves
Born

In 
Shipments

Farm
Slaughter Cattle Calves

Deaths Deaths Home 
Consumption Total

Value of Production
Marketings

Cattle Calves
1,914,783,000
1,734,151,000
1,597,426,000
1,766,700,000
1,927,383,000
2,140,163,000
2,162,134,000
2,398,256,000
2,473,508,000
1,900,549,000
2,042,279,000
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