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STATE OF COLORADO |

REVIEW OF THE 1958 CROP SEASON

The quantity of field, seed and fruit crops harvested in Colorado in
1958 was the largest ever taken from fields in the state, even exceeding
the record 1957 volume. Growing and harvesting conditions were favorable
and quality was also good. Winter grains did exceptionally well and the
record winter wheat crop contributed largely to the over-all record. Corn
and sorghums also did exceptionally well although a sharp reduction in
sorghum acreage pulled 1958 production well below the 1957 record high.
Even so, the 1958 sorghum grain crop was second highest. Potato pro-
duction reached a new record volume. Sugar beet and hay tonnage was
well above average. Spring wheat, dry bean and broomcorn crops fell
below average.

The record total 1958 field crop output was obtained from 6,560,300
acres, (including wild hay) 4 percent more than in 1957. Outstanding
in this year’s crop history was the winter wheat crop of 66,274,000 bushels.
This was 10 million above the previous record. Grain sorghum production
of 12 million bushels was second only to the large 1957 crop of 16.4 million
bushels. Winter wheat, rye and grain sorghums established new record-
high yields per harvested acre; barley equaled the previous record set
in 1957; and sugar beet and all hay yields per acre were near their record
higgss. The year 1958 was favorable for fruit production—only fair for
seeds.

The 1958 season started with ideal conditions for seeding winter wheat,
barley and rye in the fall of 1957. Cool, wet weather through March and
April assured good winter grain crops but delayed spring seeding of wheat,
oats and barley. Rains in eastern Colorado in late June and much of July
slowed winter grain harvest and planting of sorghums, and broomcorn.
Considerable replanting of these row crops was necessary in the south-
east. Hail during July was widespread with considerable crop loss in some
localities. Fall weather was warm and dry. This allowed late crops to
matdui{je and permitted completion of harvest under generally favorable
conditions.

Cash receipts from sale of all farm products, including livestock and
livestock products, totaled about $569 million in 1958. This compared with
thﬁli$45? nilglél,‘;,)n in 1957, $426 million in 1956, and the record high of $602
million in .

WHEAT—Production of winter wheat amounted to 66,274,000 bushels
in comparison with 35,378,000 bushels in 1957 and 37,514,000 bushels for
the 1947-56 average. The 1958 crop exceeded the previous record of 56,700,
000 bushels set in 1952 by 17 percent. All of the principal eastern Colorado
wheat counties shared in the large production. Seedings of winter wheat
in the fall of 1957 totaled 2,950,000 acres. This was an increase of 47
percent from the 2,007,000 acres sown in the fall of 1956 when over 1,300,
000 acres of wheat land were “soil banked.” Average fall acreages seeded,
1946 to 1955, was 3,331,000 acres. Total acreage allotment for the 1958
crop was 2,705,000 acres. Winter kill, hail and plow-up for compliance at
harvest after fall overseeding amounted to 11.9 percent of the acreage
sown or 351,000 acres, and 2,599,000 acres came to harvest. Straw growth
was heavy, lodging extensive, harvest was difficult but yield and quality
were mostly excellent. Abandonment in 1957 was 28 percent and the 10-
year average was 30 percent. Yield per acre harvested in 1958 at 255
bushels was the highest ever secured and was 1.0 bushel above 1957 and
9.9 bushels above average. Spring wheat production continued at a low
level with only 931,000 bushels against 1,144,000 bushels in 1957 and 1,751,
000 bushels the 10-year average.

POTATOES—A crop of 13,505,000 cwt. of potatoes was harvested
in 1958. This record-high production compared with 10,857,000 cwt. in 1957
and the 1949-56 average of 10,328,000 cwt. The fall potato crop (for market
after October 1) amounted to 10,557,000 cwt. in comparison with 8,482-
000 cwt. in 1957 and 8,080,000 cwt. for the 1949-56 average. With favorable
weather, planting was completed at an early date. Irrigation water supplies
were adequate and growing conditions favorable. Killing frost was later
than normal and potatoes sized well, contributing to the record-high yield
of 230 cwt. per acre. There were 45,900 acres of fall potatoes harvested
compared with 43,500 acres in 1957 and the 1949-56 average of 43,600 acres.
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Quality was good and potatoes went into storage in very good condition.
The government diversion program was again in effect for diverting
potatoes to starch and livestock feed. The late summer potato crop totaled
2,948,000 cwt. compared to 2,375,000 cwt. in 1957 and 2,248,000 cwt. the 1949-
56 average. Planting and growing conditions were favorable with the
exception of some spotted hail damage. The yield averaged 225 cwt. per
acre. The 1949-56 average was 223 cwt. Low prices retarded harvest and
this resulted in increased yields. Low prices also caused unusual cullage.

SUGAR BEETS Sugar beet production totaled 2,372,000 tons com-
pared with 2,399,000 tons in 1957 and the 10-year average of 1,896,000 tons.
The average yield of 16.7 tons per acre was 1.0 tons less than in 1957 but
1.2 tons above the 1947-56 average. Wet weather slowed planting and some
replanting was necessary. Summer development was very good with the
exception of the western Colorado acreage where white fly and attendant
curley top were prevalent, Clear, warm weather most of October and
November favored harvest which was completed earlier than usual.

DRY BEANS—Dry bean production was estimated at 1,820,000 bags
(100 pounds clean basis) compared to 2,063,000 bags harvested in 1957
and 1,897,000 bags average. Yield of all beans averaged 750 pounds per
harvested acre, well below the 955 pounds in 1957 and also below the
10-year average of 792 pounds. In 1958 irrigated beans averaged 1410
pounds and non-irrigated beans 360 pounds per acre harvested. There
were 251,000 acres of beans harvested, 16 percent more than in 1957, with
two-thirds of the acreage on non-irrigated land. The 1958 total crop in
southwestern Colorado was only half as large as that harvested in 1957.
A substantial increase in acreage was recorded in the southeastern section
and yields were fair. Irrigated beans in northern Colorado made a good
start generally although some of the acreage was late as a result of
replanting. Growth during the summer was good but rust and blight
reduced yields on some irrigated beans late in the season. Harvest
weather was favorable.

OATS AND BARLEY—Production of oats was 5,106,000 bushels in
comparison with 6,336,000 bushels in 1957 and 5,016,000 bushels average.
Part of the acreage was planted late, and warm, dry weather limited the
average yield to 34.5 bushels, 1.5 bushels less than in 1957. Barley produc-
tion was 13,664,000 bushels compared to 18,208,000 bushels in 1957 and
11,347,000 bushels, the 10-year average. Winter barley accounted for a
larger than usual portion of the total and yielded very well while spring
barley, particularly on non-irrigated land, made a poor showing.

CORN-—-Corn production totaled 25,725,000 bushels, slightly less than
the 1957 crop of 26,500,000 bushels which was the largest since 1930. The
1947-56 average was 14,062,000 bushels. The average yield for all corn in
1958 was 49.0 bushels. Irrigated corn averaged 63.0 bushels and non-ir-
rigated corn 20.0 bushels. Both irrigated and non-irrigated yields averaged
lower than in 1957 but a larger proportion of the total area was on
irrigated land. A favorable fall for maturing and harvesting corn resulted
in 66 percent of the total acreage being harvested for grain in comparison
with 56 percent in 1957. The crop of “corn for grain” at 16,530,000 bushels
was 15 percent larger than in 1957, more than double the 10-year average
and the largest since 1933. Quality was very good.

SORGHUMS—A grain sorghum crop of 12,450,000 bushels was har-
vested, second only to the 1957 record crop of 16,400,000 bushels. The
1947-56 average was 3,050,000 bushels. Forage production amounted to
278,000 tons compared to 762,000 tons in 1957 and 324,000 tons average.
Silage production was estimated at 182,000 tons compared to 562,000 tons
the previous year and 75,000 tons average. The total acreage of sorghums
planted at 869,000 acres was near average but only half the record 1957
plantings. A larger than usual proportion of the total was on irrigated
land, most of which was harvested for grain. Both irrigated and non-
irrigated grain sorghums yielded well and the state average of 25.0 bushels
per acre topped 1957 by 5.0 bushels and the 10-ycar average by 12.8 bushels.
Much non-irrigated acreage was planted late but the fall was ideal for
maturing and harvesting a larger than normal portion of the total for
grain.
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TOTAL CROP LAND (1955 FEDERAL CENSUS—ACRES HARVESTED, FAILURE, IDLE AND FALLOW IN 1954)
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EACH DOT REPRESENTS 5,000 ACRES
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CHICKENS ON FARMS JANUARY 1 AND CHICKENS PRODUCED ANNUALLY, 1941-1960

Chickens on Farms—Jan. | . Chickens Consumed Chickens Sold
Chickens Produced
: Annually on Farms From Farms - . Average
on Farms Annually? P
All Chickens ¥ Where Produced Annually __Wwﬂm.mo» OM%HM« Ovmwﬂwsm _._<oI *w
Hens and vamo_Mm
Year L»::N*u Value 1,060 o Value
umber | Number Number ! Number s Number |7 ———; 1,000 Number | Number
1,000 Per Total 000 Value 1,000 Per Total :
1000 ead | 15000 g Doliars 1O00 | poltars | MO0 | g 1,000 gellars 1,000 1000 | pounds
Cents | Dollars | Cents | Dollars_

COLORADO
1941 ... ... 3,059 3,319 55 1,825 6,070 3,401 952 3,673 57 2,106 3,058 6,667 3.9
1942 oicimemenne 3,593 3,918 74 2,899 6,990 4,886 1,091 4,326 73 3,139 4,230 7,734 4.1
1943 . 4,421 4,821 90 4,339 8,945 8,004 1,387 6,822 9l 6,222 7,609 9,668 4.0
1944 . 4,782 5,254 104 5,464 5910 5,374 1,283 5,554 95 5,279 6,562 6,961 4.4
1945 3,744 4,004 104 4,164 7,940 7,549 1,442 6,289 96 6,009 7,451 8,701 3.9
1946 . 3,781 4,106 113 4,640 5,572 5,622 1,598 4,612 102 4,723 6,321 6,352 4.0
1947 ; 3,215 3423 125 4,279 5,384 5416 1,578 3,833 102 3,918 5,946 6,034 3.8
1948 . 3,167 3,344 140 4,682 4,554 4,926 1,625 3,131 11 3,480 5,105 5,189 3.9
1949 2,971 3,183 150 4,774 5,144 5,174 1,519 3,515 102 3,593 5,112 5812 38
1950 . 3,052 3,243 124 4,021 4,240 3,424 1,021 3,171 84 2,664 3,685 4,824 4.2
1950 ... 2,770 2,932 125 3,665 4,431 4,091 1,141 3,232 95 3,074 4,215 5,017 4.1
1952 2,680 2,802 125 3,502 3,303 2,498 942 2,452 79 1,932 2,874 3,863 4.0
1953 2,240 2,325 120 2,750 2,973 2,526 874 1,885 90 1,694 2,568 3,438 4.2
1954 2,175 2,278 120 2,734 3,291 2,118 723 2,156 &7 1,440 2,163 3,747 4.0
1955 2,129 2,210 10¢ 2,210 2,534 1,543 621 1,600 62 992 1,613 2,998 4.0
1956 1,987 2,061 105 2,164 2,713 1,654 582 1,736 &4 1,11 1,693 3,148 4.0
1957 1,933 2,000 (05 2,100 1,858 934 461 1,051 54 544 1,025 2,298 4.1
1958 1,784 1,829 105 1,920 1,868 987 499 794 58 461 960 2,252 43
1959 1,793 1,840 105 1,932 2,049 ;
1960° 1,579 1,617 94 1,520 -

UNITED STATES
194( 381,315 422,841 65.4 276,460 664,115 404,835 197,699 108,303 412,322 64.0 263,772 372,075 744,956 80,841 4.1
1942 427,911 476,935 83.3 397,509 751,843 569,089 193,688 129,116 493,043 78.8 388,729 517,845 844,276 92,433 4.2
1943 488,959 542,047 104 563,986 913,707 904,605 190,620 166,614 682,937 101.9 696,214 862,828 1,001,392 87,685 42
1944 523,587 582,197 118 685,901 724,871 723,634 178,670 155,474 611,901 103.8 634,918 790,392 832,063 107,192 4.3
1945 473,880 516,497 121 626,259 799,102 861,592 183,100 175,354 609,271 1.0 676,593 851,947 890,443 91,341 43
1946 472,820 523,227 127 662,734 646,490 748,094 173,063 175,124 529,437 120.7 639,173 814,297 737,632 91,142 4.4
1947 43| ,446 467,217 144 672,690 635,729 708,119 161,851 159,271 491,451 1155 567,839 727,110 719,418 83,689 4.4
1948 417,570 449,644 144 648,293 536,107 688,372 153,282 168,122 401,613 135.1 542,654 710,776 615,076 78,969 45
1949 399,380 430,876 166 716,244 622,833 673,682 156,216 146,792 440,944 112.6 496,562 643,354 705,099 82,266 4.4
1950 423,773 456,549 136 622,994 535,266 512,777 152,091 124,434 408,736 101.1 413,384 537,818 619,803 84,537 4.5
1951 399,338 430,988 146 627,400 539,549 577,907 146,040 132,918 397,942 112.4 447,483 580,401 622,942 83,393 4.5
1952 397,234 426 555 153 652,940 473,381 447,415 138,286 110,792 363,492 99.6 361,866 472,658 560,983 87,602 45
1953 .. 373,013 398,158 141 561,667 463,891 452,259 128,649 102,581 336,624 103.9 349,783 452,364 547,524 83,633 4.7
1954 ... 370,970 396,776 143 569,237 454,848 327,193 129,339 79,747 331,677 76.3 252,922 332,669 539,908 85,060 4.5
1955 368,595 390,708 195 410,741 377,710 303,876 121,366 81,227 264,206 86.4 228,300 309.527 451,868 84,158 4.7
1956 . 340,298 382,846 126 481,265 392,524 265,240 123,995 72,799 261,238 724 189,164 261,963 478,570 86,046 4.5
1957 348,802 390,137 117 457,033 309,780 181,672 115,376 57,181 212,408 6.5 136,916 194,097 394,576 86,796 4.7
1958 352,510 370,884 126 467,881 352,169 210,778 114,554 57,078 225,242 4.8 145,875 202,953 431,806 80,843 47
1959 ... ... 363,651 383,529 126 482,198 s e s N . 400,660 s ;
1960°......... .. ... 349,352 366,859 105 386,441 e B . r . P . e

INet production m:_.mm_o the calendar year, i.e., chickens sold, consumed in r.Ocmmro_m of farm producers, and the plus or minus n_.um.soo in inventory.
¥alue of chickens sold and chickens consumed on farms. 3Preliminary.

ol

SOILSILVIS TVENLINOHIOY



TURKEYS ON FARMS JANUARY 1 AND TURKEYS PRODUCED ANNUALLY, 1941-1960

Turkeys on Farms January |

Year

Number
1,000
COLORADO
1941 176
1942 229
1943 172
1944 172
1945 129
1946 135
1947 94
1948 47
1949 53
1950 &4
1951 . 50
1952 60
1953 48
1954 36
1955 40
1956 20
1957 27
1958 24
1959 30
1960° 30
UNITED STATES
1940 8,569
1941 7,193
1942 7,485
1943 6,600
1944 7.429
1945 7,082
1946 7,862
1947 5,879
1948 3,959
1949 4,622
1950 5124
1951 5,037
1952 5,725
1953 5,086
1554 4,956
1955 4,917
1956 4,923
1957 5,802
1958 5,542
1959 5,923
1960°* 5,673

Yalue

Turkeys Produced
on Farms Annually?

INet production during the calendar year, i.e., turkeys sold, consumed in household of farm producers, and the plus or minus change in inventory.

Total

t,000
Dollars

Per Head

Dollars

376
710

VB W—OW = —

Nolwos oo =
583858838858888588ss
w
-1
S

BUOMUINECNNEOC NN AWN

coww=—YawBonNNWRON—
VNOOQWRNUORIRONRANIVWNIDR S
B
k=)
o
@®
N

BB AN rPOCNNRWNN

N
_\l
©
N
~

oo

Yalue of turkeys sold and consumed on farms.

Number Value
1,000
1,000 Dollars
839 2,584
881 3,852
852 4,260
851 4,801
938 5,355
892 6,107
714 4,461
588 4,792
759 5,195
720 4,562
72i 5,452
722 4,562
635 4,394
896 5,135
859 4,733
1,161 5,946
1,183 5,200
1,325 6,297
1,285 6513
33,572 77,738
32,497 102,645
32,359 144,332
3],854 168,982
35,170 201,165
42,470 250,028
39,746 260,106
33,693 223,136
31,346 268,709
41,019 270,762
44,134 268,952
53,055 356,199
62,117 352,537
59,626 339,694
67,507 334,237
65,410 329,096
76527 346,450
80,967 316,243
78,124 318,837
81,860 331,885

“Preliminary.

Turkeys Consumed
Annually on Farms
Where Produced

Turkeys Sold from

Number Value
1,000
1,000 Dollars

29 89
24 105
21 105
ié 90
18 103
I8 123
15 94
15 122
13 89
14 89
13 98
1] 70
12 83
10 57
1] 61
i0 51
2 53
12 57
12 61
170 2,598
996 3,021
824 3,497
747 3,811
647 3,564
691 3,952
699 4,423
675 4315
666 5,302
76 4,345
641 3,907
629 4,188
688 3,963
682 3,985
679 3,596
653 3,428
671 3,310
789 3,505
763 3,389
730 3,216

Farms Annually Gross Turkeys Turkeys ><_.om”\.wam

Income? Raised Lost iah

Yalue Weight

Per Head
Numbet Sold
Per Head Total

1,006 1,000 Number Number Pounds
1,000 Dollars Dollars Dollars 1,000 1,000 un
757 3.06 2,318 2,407 7 16.2
914 437 3,99 4,101 7 165
83| 5.00 4,155 4,260 9 16.5
878 5.64 4,953 5,043 10 17.2
914 5.71 5,218 5,321 9 7.3
915 6.85 6,264 6,387 8 17.6
746 6.25 4,661 4,755 [ 17.5
567 8.15 4,620 4,742 2 17.6
735 6.84 5.030 5119 2 18.7
720 6.34 4,562 4,651 3 18.8
698 7.56 5,278 5,376 2 19.0
723 6.32 4,568 4,638 1 17.6
635 6.92 4,393 4,474 | 19.6
882 5.73 5,055 5,112 | 19.9
868 5.51 4,783 4,844 1 19.2
1,144 5.12 5,859 5,91C 0 19.4
1,174 4.40 5,160 5,213 1 9.8
1,307 4.75 6,211 6,268 I 19.8
1,273 5.07 6,452 6,573 I 19.8
33,778 2.32 78,245 80,843 34,047 475 15.1
31,209 3.15 98,387 101,408 32,902 405 15.9
32,420 4.47 144,760 148,257 32,805 446 16.3
30,278 5.29 160,044 163,855 32,309 455 16.2
34,749 5.72 198,731 202,295 35,616 446 16.8
40,999 5.89 241,395 245 347 42,900 430 17.4
41,030 6.54 248,508 272,931 40,142 396 18.0
34,938 6.63 231,508 235,823 33,975 282 18.1
30,017 8.57 257,391 262,693 31,541 195 18.3
39,844 6.60 263,052 267,397 41,266 247 i8.8
43,580 6.10 265,745 269,652 44,393 259 18.6
51,738 6.71 347,132 351,320 53,298 243 17.9
62,088 5.68 352,479 356,442 62,327 210 16.9
59,074 5.70 336,458 340,443 59,822 196 16.9
66,867 4.95 330,808 334,404 67,693 186 17.2
64,751 5.02 325,338 328,766 65,598 188 16.7
74,980 4.52 338,995 342,305 76,741 214 16.6
80,438 3.90 313,805 317,310 81,186 219 16.7
76,980 4.07 313,542 316,931 78,349 225 17.1
4 203 16.9

81,380

05 32939

332,612

81,875
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Colorado mountain slopes, valleys and meadows, in addition to being scenic wonders, provide ideal summer grazing
for range cattle and sheep. (Courtesy of Carl Holtzman)
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WHY CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTS

A man's judgment is no better than his facts and crop reports are the basic facts of
Agriculture.

They aid farmers in planning their production and marketing.

They are essential in enacting wise legislation affecting Agriculture.

They are the basis for analysis of agriculture and other business conditions.

They enable railroads to make a better distribution of cars for moving farm products.

They give producers the same foresight to future price trends that organized dealers
possess,

They are a check on fluctuation in price. Uncertainty of supply promotes undue
fluctuation in price.

They are indispensable in times of war because food is as essential as ammunition
and weapons of war.

They are the best basis for adjusting supply to demand which is highly essential if
maximum price is to prevail.

They aid farm organizations, schools and others in planning constructive programs,
and the prospective purchaser of land.

They give information on surplus and deficit areas of production making possible a
more economical distribution of products.

They eliminate the ill effects of misleading reports that might be circulated for private
gain, if there were no official reports.

They are a guide to farm resources and for developing new resources such as irrigation,
electric power, location of food processing and other factories.

They reduce the amount of speculation in farm products. Speculation thrives on
uncertainty. Unbiased official crop reports reduce uncertainty which limits
speculation.

They indicate potential buying power thereby enabling the manufacturer to meet the
probable demand. With economical production and distribution, the manufac-
turer can sell at a lower price than he could with uncertain demand.

They reduce the risk of ownership of buyers of farm products which enables them to do
business on a smaller margin. Under the stimulus of competition, they pay
producers higher prices than could be paid if uncertainty of production existed.

They provide an accurate, unbiased picture of Colorado's agriculture. The facts on
present and prospective supplies furnish a sound basis for judgment and action
by farmers, other individuals, business men, railroads, crop and flivestock interests
and governmental agencies.
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