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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Alfalfa harvest and planting of late spring crops made quick gains last week amidst hot and dry
weather, according to the Mountain Region Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. In northwestern counties,
exceptional (D4) drought conditions expanded according to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor report. Isolated wildfire activity was
observed. County reports noted hot and dry weather eliminated any remaining spring moisture. Elevated infestations of grasshoppers in
the district were also reported. In northeastern counties, fieldwork advanced quickly last week and isolated precipitation was received.
On Monday, a tornado touched down in Weld county and damage was sustained at a dairy, feedlot, and other farms in the area. Isolated
crop and livestock losses were noted. County reports noted most crops were growing well and producers were actively irrigating. Fire
danger was a concern in areas with heavy cheatgrass infestations. East central counties remained dry this week and very warm. Planting
of several crops advanced a good deal compared to last week. Concerns remained going forward if hot and dry weather persists without
rain. In southwestern counties, high winds, above normal temperatures, and elevated fire danger was observed last week. A county
report noted livestock producers continued to reduce their herds or send stock to pasture out of state in response to worsening drought.
In the San Luis Valley, first cutting of alfalfa began. Barley was progressing well except in a few areas previously damaged by hail.
Potatoes were emerging well but a county report noted emergence was spotty in areas. Livestock producers were preparing to turn stock
out on summer pasture permits, but feed supplies remained very short. Concerns were noted regarding lower river water levels and
availability of irrigation. Southeastern counties did not receive moisture this week and good fieldwork gains were noted. Stored feed
supplies were rated 25 percent very short, 34 percent short, 38 percent adequate, and 3 percent surplus. Sheep death loss was 83 percent
average and 17 percent light. Cattle death loss was 64 percent average and 36 percent light.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Alfalfa hay

1%t cutting harvested...........ccceeeeeiiiiiccceienn 51 28 60 52
Barley

Headed ... 4 -- 4 9
Corn

PlAanted ........ooeveeeiiiiiciecc e 99 90 99 97

EMerged.......coooviiininieeeceeeeee e 87 68 97 92
Dry edible beans

PlAaNted .......ooveeeieieirirseee e 72 48 72 55

Emerged 29 13 29 25
Potatoes inside San Luis Valley

EMerged.......coooeiiiininieeeseeeeee e 65 20 78 69
Potatoes outside San Luis Valley

EMerged.......coooiiiiniiceseeeeee e 89 63 96 93
Proso millet

Planted ..........cccoeiiiinicici e 50 24 86 NA
Sorghum

Planted ..........cccoeiiiinicici e 70 33 66 66

EMErged.....cccooeiieiniiiceeese e 27 15 39 33
Sunflowers

Planted ......c.cviiiriieieci e 67 28 74 52
Winter wheat

Headed........ccoovviiiniiiccic e 92 72 91 93

TUrNINg COION ......ociiiiiicec e 15 5 29 31

MALUIE. e 1 NA NA NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average

Days suitable for fieldwork..........c.ccoccveiiiiiienine 6.8 5.7 5.9 6.4
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

VErY SNOM......ciiiiiiiiiieee e 6 5 20 10

SROMt ... 18 11 55 26

AJBUALE ... 74 73 25 62

SUIPIUS. ..ot 2 11 -- 2
Subsoil moisture

VErY SNOM.....ceoieeeeee e 8 9 21 8

SROME .. 27 25 50 22

AdBQUALE ... 65 64 29 68

SUIPIUS. .. -- 2 -- 2
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Alfalfa hay
3 3 11 4
6 5 16 9
24 20 28 21
49 58 41 54
18 14 4 12
11 10 6 2
41 39 27 21
32 35 48 50
16 16 19 27
- - 2 -
2 6 7 4
17 20 65 26
61 64 22 59
20 10 4 11
- - 2 -
-- -- 3 1
42 42 26 16
53 53 65 74
5 5 4 9
1 -- 27 10
18 17 13 10
34 43 26 21
31 28 34 51
16 12 -- 8
Potatoes inside San Luis Valley
Very poor -- NA -- NA
3 NA 3 NA
11 NA 18 NA
66 NA 53 NA
20 NA 26 NA
- - 2 -
1 1 3 1
31 32 21 15
59 58 62 68
9 9 12 16
Sorghum
VEIY POON ..ottt -- -- 2 NA
- 7 5 NA
32 19 53 NA
57 62 34 NA
11 12 6 NA
Sugarbeets
VEIY POON ..ottt -- -- 3 1
-- -- 8 3
28 33 28 23
64 60 48 60
8 7 13 13
Winter wheat
Very poor ... 8 5 16 6
11 10 22 13
26 29 31 27
44 50 29 43
11 6 2 11
2 3 2 1
4 5 6 3
12 14 22 16
64 61 54 67
18 17 16 13

NA — not available
(--) — zero



