COLORADO CROP PROGRESS
QS DA United States Department of Agriculture

o NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE
= | COLORADO FIELD OFFICE
P.0. BOX 150969 - Lakewood, CO 80215-9966

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Bill Meyer
May 31, 2022 (800) 392-3202
CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION
WEEK ENDING MAY 29, 2022

AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Moisture provided some drought relief to northern and central areas of the State last week, while
conditions worsened in southern counties, according to the Mountain Region Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service,
USDA. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, 90 percent of the State is under drought conditions, down 3 percentage points from last
week. Sixty percent of the State is experiencing severe to exceptional drought conditions, down 4 percentage points from last week.
Extreme drought conditions are affecting 18 percent of the State, down 5 percentage points from last week. Three percent of the State
is facing exceptional drought conditions, unchanged from the previous week. In northeastern and east central counties, reporters noted
scattered moisture was received throughout the week. Windy conditions continued, with gusts in Sedgwick County reaching over 50
miles per hour later in the week. In Southwestern counties, cool, dry weather prevailed throughout the week with some freezing
temperatures reported. A reporter noted the first cutting of alfalfa has begun. In the San Luis Valley, minimal moisture and windy
conditions were reported throughout the region. Potato planting progressed well and is virtually complete, with the crop emerging behind
the previous year and 5-year average. County reports noted most crops are planted and rangeland is in good condition. With the help of
irrigation, the barley and alfalfa crop are progressing well. The southeastern counties received rain last week, with some areas receiving
almost an inch of moisture. Despite the moisture, most of Baca County and a portion of Prowers County remain under exceptional
drought conditions. As of May 29, 2022, snowpack in Colorado was 90 percent measured as percent of median snowfall, up 30
percentage points from the previous week. The Southwest and San Luis Valley were 4 and 9 percent, respectively. Stored feed supplies
were rated 9 percent very short, 24 percent short, 66 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. Sheep death loss was 74 percent average
and 26 percent light. Cattle death loss was 1 percent heavy, 85 percent average, and 14 percent light.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commaodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Alfalfa Hay

18t cutting harvested .........ccooeveeeiienienenene 9 2 14 15
Barley

EMerged......cccccoiiiiiiiieiie e 920 81 94 93
Corn

Planted.........cccoceiiieneiee e 84 66 81 86

EMerged.......ocoocveiiiieieiiiiee e 45 30 51 58
Dry edible beans

Planted ........ccccooviiiiiiieee e 10 -- 21 16
Onions

Planted.........ccccvveeiiiee e 90 76 NA NA
Potatoes inside San Luis Valley

Planted.........ccccceiiiieieiiee e 97 90 97 NA

Emerged.......ccooiiiiiiiiiieiieee 3 1 9 14
Potatoes outside San Luis Valley

Planted ........ccccooviiiiie e, 85 70 99 93

Emerged......cccoeeiiiieiiiii e 40 20 43 61
Proso millet

Planted.........ccccvveeiiiee e 10 5 10 NA
Sorghum

Planted.........ccccceiiiieieiee e 20 10 24 27
Sugarbeets

Planted.........ccccceiiiieieiiee e 96 89 NA NA

Emerged.......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiie e 62 33 79 81
Sunflowers

Planted.........ccccvveeiiiee e 12 5 17 15
Winter wheat

N (o] 01 (=Y o PR 96 86 NA NA

Headed.........ocooveiiiieeeeiee e 46 30 52 61

TUrNiNg CoIOr ... 1 -- 2 2
NA — not available
(--) — zero

DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average

Days suitable for fieldwork...............cccccceeenene 5.9 6.0 3.9 54
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Very ShOrt .......ooovieeeiiie e 22 23 --

SNOM .. 30 37 8 18

AdeQUALE ...coeviiiiiiiiiiee e 48 40 80 67

SUIPIUS oo -- -- 12 7
Subsoil moisture

Very ShOr ......cooiiiiiiiieee e a7 40 3 8

ShOM e 37 41 23 19

AdeqUALE ......eveiiiiiie e 16 19 71 70

SUMPIUS e -- -- 3 3
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commaodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Alfalfa hay
VEIY POON ...eieiiieieieieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeseeeeenneees 11 11 3 4
POOF ..., 15 15 5 8
Y| SRR 35 32 22 21
GO0 ..o 36 38 55 55
EXCElIENT.....uvvviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiririrrririerrrereveeereenes 3 4 15 12
Barley
VEIY POOF ...uvvverereverererrrrrerererersssrererererererenne 2 2 -- --
POOF ..., 6 6 5 2
Y| SRR 25 20 30 22
(€70 o o I 49 59 49 56
EXcellent.........oveeeiiiiiieee e 18 13 16 20
Onions
VEIY POOK.....ciiiiiiiiie e et earre e 1 1 -- 1
0T SR PPPRPPPRPRPIRS 1 1 -- 1
| SR PPPRPPPRPRPIRS 30 30 42 25
GO0 ..o 63 63 53 68
EXcellent.........cceeeiiiiiieee e 5 5 5 5
Pasture and range
VEIY POON.....ciiiiiiiiiee e 39 40 1 7
0T SRR 20 25 18 12
| SR PPPRPPPRPRPIRS 22 17 53 29
GOOd ..o 19 18 18 42
EXCEIIENT.....uvvvvriiiiiiiiiiiriririririeirvevrreveveeeraeees -- -- 10 10
Winter wheat
VEIY POON.....ciiiiiieiiee et 27 26 4 7
0T SRR 20 28 11 13
Y| R URSTRRRRRTRTR 35 33 35 27
GO0 ..o 17 11 41 44
EXCEIIENT.....uvvvviriiiiiriiriririririririrvevrrrveveveraeees 1 2 9 9
Livestock
VEIY POOF ..ottt -- 1 3 1
POOF ..., 8 8 5 3
Y| R URSTRRRRRTRTR 25 22 21 16
(€70 To Lo I 55 64 63 69
Excellent.........cccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei 12 5 8 11

NA — not available
(--) — zero



