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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Seasonal moisture during February improved the outlook in areas across the state, according to the
Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. According to the U.S Drought Monitor,
63 percent of the State was showing no signs of drought, up from 42 percent at the end of January. Under 4 percent of the State is in a
state of severe drought, down from almost 7 percent at the end of January. Conditions in the south-central area of the State improved,
with areas of Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, and Rio Grande counties no longer under extreme drought conditions. Snow events brought
above average moisture conditions across the eastern portion of the State, while western counties and the high country primarily
experienced below average moisture throughout the month of February. Northwestern counties were experiencing warmer than average
temperatures, with areas of Moffat and Rio Blanco Counties realizing temperatures more than 6 degrees above normal. Reporters noted
snowpack in the area is average, with warmer temperatures having melted snow and created issues with mud. Northeastern and east
central counties received more than 200 percent of normal moisture in February, with most of the area receiving more than an inch of
moisture. Southwestern counties received varying amounts of moisture in February, with totals ranging from a quarter an inch to more
than 5 inches in the high country. Reporters noted the conditions the last few weeks depleted topsoil moisture, but winter moisture has
improved subsoil moisture conditions. Snowpack in the area remains below average and is currently 89 percent of median snowfall.
Snowstorms during February in San Luis Valley improved moisture conditions, but most of the area remains moderate or severe drought
according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. According to county reports, livestock remained in good condition, with calving and lambing
starting off well. Statewide, winter wheat condition declined, with 56 percent of the crop rated good to excellent, compared with 63
percent good to excellent from the previous report, and 29 percent good to excellent last year. As of February 26, 2024, snowpack in
Colorado was 94 percent measured as percent of median snowfall.

Note: The first weekly report will be released on Monday, March 18, 2024.

LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current report Previous report Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Cattle and calves

COoWS CalVEd.......oeevveeeieeeeeeeeee e 10 NA 15 NA
Sheep and lambs

Ewes lambed.............ccccooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 5 NA 10 NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current report Previous report Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very ShOM ......ooeiiiiiiiie e 5 11 12 NA
ShOM e 17 12 15 NA
AdeQUALE ... 65 63 64 NA
SUMPIUS. .o 13 14 9 NA
Subsoil moisture
Very Short ... 8 15 22 NA
SO e 19 14 31 NA
AdeQUALE ....eveiieieeei e 61 61 45 NA
SUIMPIUS. i 12 10 2 NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity

Current report

Previous report

Previous year

5-year average

Pasture and range

(€7 0T0 Lo I
EXcellent.........cceeeiiiiiieee e
Winter wheat

(percent)

(percent)

2
3
19
71

5

(percent)

10
23
34
32

1

8
22
41
28

1

10
13
31
40

6

(percent)

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA — not available
(--) — zero



