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This report represents the-resttlts·of~ special survey of private non-irrigated grazing land leases in 
Colorado. The survey was designed and completed by the Colorado Agricultural Statistics Service 
under a funding agreement with the Colorado State Board of Land Commissioners. The survey was 
conducted during June and July, 1995. Questionnaires were mailed to 1,899 Colorado farmers and 
ranchers identified as having private grazing leases from a Fall 1994 survey of over 10,000 
agricultural producers. This sample combined with 101 producers with private grazing leases 
obtained from the June Agricultural Survey provided a total sample size of 2,000. Of the 2,000 
producers contacted, 540 (27%) returned their questionnaire by mail and 1,210 (61%) completed the 
survey by telephone. This provided a total of 1,750 survey questionnaires tabulated for a response 
rate of 88%. 

The survey was designed to provide non-probability statistical estimates of private non-irrigated 
grazing lease terms, characteristics and rates at county, special district, and state levels. Survey 
responses were received from all counties except Clear Creek, Gilpin, and San Juan. Ranges (lowest 
and highest reported rates) and straight averages of the reported rates for the three predominate 
lease rate arrangements were prepared for each county, district and the state. The survey showed 
that 45 percent of the private grazing leases were on a rate per acre basis, 31 percent were on a per 
head per month basis and 25 percent were on a per AUM basis. The maps below show the counties 
included in each survey district and the survey average rates for each of the survey districts. The 
district/county data tables follow on the next few pages. 

Comments or questions relating to the survey or the interpretation of these survey results may be 
directed to: Charles A. Hudson, State Statistician; Colorado Agricultural Statistics Service 

645 Parfet Street, Room W201; Lakewood, Colorado 80215; (303) 236-2300 
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State Land Board Districts 

PRIVATE GRAZING LEASE RATES, COLORADO, 1995 

$ 2.55 per Acre 
$ 9.32 per Head/ Month 
$10.23 per AUM 

$ 3.57 per Acre 
$ 9.25 per Head/ Month 
$10.38 per AUM 

$ 4.96 per Acre 
$11.57 per Head/ Month 
$13.32 per AUM 

$ 4.51 per Acre 
$10.42 per Head/ Month 
$12.57 per AUM 

$ 2.63 per Acre 
$11.07 per Head / Month 
$11.59 per AUM 

STATE AVERAGE RATES 
$3.95 per Acre ... $10.42 per Head /Month ... $11.71 per AUM 



TABLE 1: RATES PAID FOR PRIVATE GRAZING LEASES BY COUNTY AND 
DISTRICT, COLORADO, 1995 

Per Acre Basis Per Head/Month Basis 

County 
and 

District Range Avg. Range Avg. 

$ Per Acre 

Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00-9.38 

Arapahoe . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00-3.12 

Boulder . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.25-8.00 

Denver . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00-5.00 

Jefferson . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50-6.00 

Larimer . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.33-10.00 

Logan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00-10.00 

Morgan . . . . . . . . . . . . . .91-6.00 

Phillips............. 10.00-16.00 

Sedgwick . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50-6.00 

Washington . . . . . . . . . 1.25-11.00 

Weld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62-12.00 

I Yuma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.57-12.50 

NORTHEAST. . . . . . . .62-16.00 

Cheyenne . . . . . . . . . . . 2.25-6.50 

Crowley 

Douglas 

1.00-3.00 

1.00-7.24 

El Paso . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00-8.43 

Elbert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00-12.50 

Kiowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00-7.50 

Kit Carson . . . . . . . . . . 1.60-17.00 

Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40-8.00 

EAST CENTRAL.... 1.00-17.00 

Baca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00-6.00 

Bent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00-5.50 

Huerfano . . . . . . . . . . . .33-3.33 

Las Animas . . . . . . . . . .61-12.00 

Otero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40-7.50 

Prowers . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50-5.00 

Pueblo . . . . ... . . . . . . . .47-10.00 

SOUTHEAST . . . . . . . .33-12.00 

$ Per Head/Month 

6.46 

2.42 

4.38 

5.00 

3.56 

6.67 

5.37 

4.16 

13.00 

4.25 

4.75 

3.22 

6.57 

4.96 

5.13 

2.07 

3.90 

8.50-15.00 

10.00-15.00 

5.00-12.50 

5.50-12.50 

10.00-17.00 

7.00-19.00 

5.00-16.50 

12.00-18.00 

15.00-15.00 

6.00-16.00 

5.00-18.00 

6.00-22.00 

5.00-22.00 

7.00-12.00 

5.00-15.00 

3.16 6.00-30.00 

4.59 7.00-18.00 

3.52 8.00-12.00 

7.17 8.25-12.00 

4.20 6.00-12.00 

4.51 5.00-30.00 

3.08 5.00-18.00 

2.37 12.00-14.00 

1.40 7.00-13.00 

2.75 10.00-20.00 

2.21 10.00-10.00 

3.33 6.50-6.50 

3.44 10.00-12.00 

2.63 5.00-20.00 

12.38 

11.75 

8.30 

10.40 

13.79 

11.88 

11.77 

14.25 

15.00 

10.73 

11.33 

11.37 

11.57 

9.50 

9.91 

11.60 

10.52 

10.33 

10.05 

9.16 

10.42 

9.00 

13.00 

11.39 

13.40 

10.00 

6.50 

11.00 

11.07 

Length 
of 

Season 

Mos. 

8 

9 

5 

7 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

8 

6 

6 

6 

9 

6 

6 

5 

7 

5 

5 

6 

10 

6 

6 

5 

6 

5 

12 

7 

Per AUM Basis 

Range Avg. 

$PerAUM 

12.00-14.00 

12.00-12.00 

10.00-10.00 

10.00-12.00 

7.50-19.00 

7.00-20.00 

11.00-17.00 

15.00-15.00 

12.00-16.00 

8.00-18.00 

10.00-16.00 

8.00-20.00 

7.00-20.00 

12.00-12.00 

8.00-14.00 

10.00-18.00 

10.00-15.00 

12.00-12.00 

10.00-15.00 

12.00-14.00 

8.00-18.00 

8.57-18.00 

12.00-13.50 

8.00-12.00 

9.00-15.00 

15.00-15.00 

6.00-13.00 

10.00-10.00 

6.00-18.00 

13.00 

12.00 

10.00 

10.67 

12.21 

13.88 

13.21 

15.00 

14.00 

13.59 

12.22 

14.34 

13.32 

12.00 

10.40 

12.59 

13.25 

12.00 

12.50 

13.00 

12.57 

13.02 

12.75 

10.50 

11.33 

15.00 

10.80 

10.00 

11.59 

Length 
of 

Season 

Mos. 

6 

3 

4 

4 

6 

5 

5 

4 

5 

5 

6 

5 

5 

12 

3 

6 

5 

6 

6 

6 

5 

9 

6 

6 

5 

6 

6 

3 

6 



TABLE I (Continued): RATES PAID FOR PRIVATE GRAZING LEASES BY COUNTY 
AND DISTRICT, COLORADO, 1995 

Per Acre Basis Per Head/Month Basis Per AUM Basis 

County Length Length 
and of of 

District Range Avg. Range Avg. Season Range Avg. Season 

$ Per Acre $ Per Head/Month Mos. $PerAUM Mos. 
Alamosa ............. -- -- -- -- -- 12.00-12.00 12.00 5 
Archuleta ............ 1.48-15.00 7.16 5.00-17.00 11.21 5 12.00-15.00 13.50 3 
Chaffee .............. 2.00-4.00 3.00 8.00-14.00 10.67 4 6.00-12.00 10.00 5 
Clear Creek .......... .. -- .. -- -- .. -- . . 
Conejos .............. 1.71-10.00 4.79 4.00-14.00 8.80 5 6.00-6.00 6.00 5 
Costilla .............. 1.00-14.29 9.11 6.75-6.75 6.75 5 7.50-13.00 10.63 5 
Custer .............. 1.00-2.10 1.37 7.00-9.00 7.90 4 8.00-15.00 11.38 5 
Delta ............... .50-15.00 6.70 4.00-12.00 10.20 4 5.63-12.00 10.61 4 
Dolores .............. 2.00-2.00 2.00 15.00-15.00 15.00 4 -- -- .. 
Fremont ............. 1.10-4.54 2.36 2.00-10.00 5.64 4 7.50-18.50 11.96 5 
Gilpin ............... .. .. -- .. .. -- -- .. 
Gunnison ............ 3.00-7.00 5.67 .. -- -- 8.00-12.00 10.00 3 
Hinsdale ............. -- -- 7.00-7.00 7.00 5 10.00-10.00 10.00 4 
La Plata ............. 1.00-7.50 3.14 3.12-10.00 8.62 5 3.50-15.00 10.16 3 
Lake ................ -- -- -- -- -- 5.00-8.00 6.50 5 
Mesa ................ .85-4.25 1.67 1.84-15.00 9.21 7 4.33-12.00 9.27 5 
Mineral ............. -- -- 9.00-9.00 9.00 4 12.00-12.00 12.00 4 
Montezuma .......... 1.67-3.00 2.34 6.00-12.00 9.58 5 10.50-12.00 11.50 5 
Montrose ............ 1.00-8.33 2.67 8.00-16.00 12.50 5 4.08-15.00 11.14 6 
Ouray ............... -- -- 10.00-12.00 10.67 2 -- -- --
Park ................ 1.67-8.00 4.17 5.00-7.00 6.00 4 5.00-10.00 7.08 4 
Pitkin ............... 4.00-4.00 4.00 9.00-9.00 9.00 4 -- -- --
Rio Grande ........... 1.88-6.00 3.94 5.00-12.00 7.00 4 9.00-13.00 10.67 4 
Saguache . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35-4.00 2.68 7.00-20.00 11.00 4 .. .. .. 
San Juan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. -- .. .. -- -- .. .. 
San Miguel ........... -- -- 12.00-12.00 12.00 8 8.00-12.00 9.67 4 
Teller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00-2.00 1.25 5.00-12.00 9.25 4 .. -- --
SOUTHWEST ....... .50-15.00 3.57 1.84-20.00 9.25 5 3.50-18.50 10.38 4 
Eagle ............... 4.69-11.76 7.15 2.70-15.00 9.23 5 9.00-13.00 10.67 5 
Garfield ............. .90-4.44 2.54 6.00-13.00 10.25 4 1.90-14.50 9.27 5 
Grand ............... .56-1.40 .98 6.00-12.00 9.00 3 10.00-15.00 12.00 4 
Jackson ... - ......... 1.25-1.50 1.38 -- -- -- 5.00-12.00 9.67 7 
Moffat ............... .50-2.75 1.51 8.00-12.50 9.88 6 8.00-12.50 10.71 4 
Rio Blanco ..... - ..... .23-8.00 2.68 1.15-13.00 9.38 5 1.35-14.00 10.54 4 
Routt ............... 1.00-10.00 2.59 2.10-13.50 8.51 4 3.00-12.00 9.92 4 
Summit ............. 2.00-2.00 2.00 10.00-10.00 10.00 5 -- -- --
NORTHWEST ....... .23-11.76 2.55 1.15-15.00 9.32 5 1.35-15.00 10.23 5 
STATE TOTAL ...... .23-17.00 3.95 1.15-30.00 10.42 5 1.35-20.00 11.71 5 

. 
' '• TABLE 2· PRIVATE GRAZING LEASE SUMMARY BY DISTRICT COLORADO 1995 

County Percent of Leases for: Acres Per Lease 
and Reports Leases 

I I I District Tabulated Reported Cattle Sheep Both Range Average 

Number Percent 1/ Acres 

NORTHEAST ........... 476 455 100 -- .. 2-30,000 1,094 

EAST CENTRAL ........ 338 359 99 -- -- 20-19,000 1,103 

SOUTHEAST ........... 217 207 100 -- -- 5-32,460 2,338 

SOUTHWEST ........ 473 293 97 2 1 6-90,000 1,666 

NORTHWEST ........ 246 200 90 6 4 4-40,000 2,563 

STATE TOTAL ....... 1,750 1,514 98 1 1 2-90,000 1,564 

1/ Percents may not add to 100 because of rounding. 
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TABLE 3: PRIVATE GRAZING LEASE SUMMARY BY DISTRICT, COLORADO, 1995 

Reported Carrying Percent of Leases by Type Percent of Leases by Term 
Capacity 

County (Acres Per Animal Unit) Per Per Per Month 
and 

I 
Acre Head/Month AUM to Multiple 

District Range Average Basis Basis Basis Month Annual Years 

Acres Percent 1/ Percent ll 

NORTHEAST ........ 1-87 16 40 32 28 20 71 8 

EAST CENTRAL ..... 3-130 20 56 32 12 18 72 9 

SOUTHEAST ........ 1-110 28 67 16 17 13 78 9 

SOUTHWEST ....... 1-80 17 30 35 35 23 62 16 

NORTHWEST . . . . . . . 1-98 15 33 32 35 19 66 15 

STATE TOTAL ...... 1-130 19 45 31 25 19 70 11 

1/ Percents may not add to 100 because of rounding. 

TABLE 4: PRIVATE GRAZING LEASE SUMMARY BY DISTRICT, COLORADO, 1995 

Percent of Leases With Landlord Provided Services 
Hunting 

County Maintenance of: and/or 
abd 

I 
AnimalMgt. Salt and Other No Fishing 

District Fence Water & Oversight Minerals Services Services Rights 

Percent 1/ 

NORTHEAST ..... " 28 33 7 4 -- 27 24 

EAST CENTRAL .... 27 30 7 4 1 31 26 

SOUTHEAST ....... 21 24 7 4 -- 44 34 

SOUTHWEST ...... 26 20 8 8 2 36 18 

NORTHWEST ...... 27 21 12 9 1 31 18 

STATE TOTAL ..... 26 27 8 6 1 32 24 

1/ Percents may not add to 100 because of rounding. 


