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The Florida all orange forecast is carried forward from October, and remains at 147.0 million boxes. It consists of 74.0 million boxes 

of non-Valencia oranges (early, midseason, Navel, and Temple varieties), and 73.0 million boxes of Valencia oranges. The Navel 

orange forecast is 2.7 million boxes, 4 percent of the non-Valencia total. All orange bearing trees are estimated to be 57.4 million, 

down 1 percent from last season. 

 

The forecast of all grapefruit production is 20.1 million boxes, nearly 2 percent higher than last season’s production. The total is 

comprised of 5.6 million boxes of white grapefruit and 14.5 million boxes of colored grapefruit. All grapefruit bearing trees are 

estimated to be 4.9 million, down 3 percent from last season. 

 

The forecast of all tangerines is 4.7 million boxes, 1 percent more than last season’s production. The total is comprised of 2.5 million 

boxes of the early varieties (Fallglo and Sunburst) and 2.2 million boxes of the later maturing Honey variety. All tangerine bearing 

trees are estimated to be 1.8 million, down 4 percent from last season. 

 

The tangelo forecast of 1.1 million boxes is 4 percent lower than last season’s final production. The estimated number of bearing trees 

is down 6 percent from the previous season. 

 

Heavy and widespread citrus bloom covered the citrus region in late February and early March. Weather patterns during early 2011 

were very dry with drought conditions covering the majority of the citrus producing region during first part of the growing season. 

Steady irrigation helped maintain adequate moisture in most areas.  Seasonal showers in August and September brought relief to the 

drought in the Northern, Western, and Southern citrus production areas. Overall, trees and fruit are in good condition in well cared for 

groves.  

 

The harvest season began in late September with the picking of Ambersweet, Navel, and small quantities of Hamlin oranges, colored 

and white grapefruit, and Fallglo tangerines. Primarily, fruit being harvested is for the fresh market. At the beginning of November, 

seven processing plants were open and 35 packinghouses were shipping fruit. According to the Citrus Administrative Committee’s 

Utilization report no. 3, through October 30, 2011, less than 1 percent of the early and midseason oranges, 16 percent of the Navels, 

6 percent of all grapefruit, and 22 percent of early tangerines have been harvested.  

 

The projection for frozen concentrated orange juice (FCOJ) is 1.60 gallons per box of 42° Brix concentrate. Last season’s final yield 

for all oranges was 1.586081 gallons per box, as reported by the Florida Department of Citrus. Projections for the components will be 

published in January. Record yields are 1.597195 gallons per box for the early-midseason variety in 2008-2009, and 1.790343 gallons 

per box for Valencias which occurred in 2007-2008. The record yield for all oranges is 1.672737, set in 2007-2008.  

 

Production forecasts for Florida oranges and grapefruit have been divided among marketing districts for this report. Comparisons are 

shown to the 2010-2011 production in the table below. Marketing District II is the legally defined Indian River District along the East 

Coast. Marketing District III (Gulf) includes the counties of Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, and Lee. Marketing District I (Florida 

SunRidge) includes all other citrus-producing counties. 

 



 
  

Regular bloom fruit samples were collected from groves on established routes in Florida’s five major citrus producing areas and tested 

November 2-4, 2011. Compared to last season, acid levels are lower for all fruit types, and solids (Brix) are higher only for early and 

midseason oranges. All fruit types have higher ratios this season compared to November of last season. Unfinished juice per box and 

solids per box are higher for all fruit types compared to last season. Fruit from the Indian River have higher Brix levels than the rest of 

the state and all but the Valencias have more pounds of unfinished juice per box. Indian River grapefruit acid levels are higher when 

compared to other areas resulting in lower ratios. 

— 11 11  
 

  

        

. 

— 11 11 2

 



 
  

 

– –

 
2
 

 

 

 

  
  . 
   

 

 
   

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

≤ 1 ¾

1 ⅞

2    

2 ⅛

2 ¼

2 ⅜

2 ½

2 ⅝

2 ¾

2 ⅞

3    

≥ 3 ⅛

Percent

D
ia
m
e
te
r

2011

2010

0 5 10 15 20

≤ 2¾

2 ⅞

3    

3 ⅛

3 ¼

3 ⅜

3 ½

3 ⅝

3 ¾

3 ⅞

4    

≥4 ⅛

Percent

D
ia
m
e
te
r

2011

2010


