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Week ending October 30, 2011

Weather Summary: This past week, there were cool temperatures averaging one to four degrees below normal. Evening
lows ranged between the 30s and 60s. Highs were mostly in the 80s. Overall, relatively dry conditions were present in
Florida with 23 of the 36 Florida Automated Network (FAWN) stations recording less than an inch of rain. Five FAWN
stations located in southern Florida had cumulative rainfall of over two inches: Fort Lauderdale (4.92), Immokalee (4.06),
Belle Glade (2.40), Clewiston (2.33), and Fort Pierce (2.25). According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, drought conditions
slightly improved from the previous week with 37 percent of the State experiencing some level of drought whereas last
week, 41 percent had drought. Sixty seven percent of the topsoil and 69 percent of the subsoil moisture ratings were
adequate or surplus.

Field Crops: Weather conditions were ideal for harvesting of cotton, soybeans, and peanuts. There was a large disparity
in yields based on the availability of irrigation to mitigate the effects of the drought during the growing season. In Santa
Rosa and Escambia counties, peanut yields were proving to be better than expected. Peanut harvesting was approximately
89 percent complete. Field work in the Palm Beach area was delayed due to rain. Three of the four sugarcane mills were
harvesting and crushing cane.

Vegetables: Light volumes of vegetables were marketed. Cucumber supplies were available from central and southern
Florida. Tomatoes were harvested in the central, southern, and western districts. In southern Florida, there was a steady
market of okra. In Miami-Dade County, land preparation for winter vegetables took place. Squash and eggplant crops in
the county appeared to be in good condition. Avocado sales in the county have decreased. Planting and irrigation of
strawberries took place in Plant City.

Livestock and Pastures: Statewide, pasture conditions were mostly fair to good. Drought was the first limiting factor to
forage growth. Protein supplements were being fed. The cattle condition ranged from very poor to excellent with
55 percent in good condition. In the Panhandle, pastures ranged from very poor to excellent with most poor to fair due to
drought and cold temperatures. Some growers continued cattle grazing after recent rains, but more moisture was needed to
promote growth. Hay and supplements were being fed. In the northern areas, pasture condition ranged from poor to
excellent with most in fair condition. Hay feeding began as colder temperatures stopped pastures from growing. In the
central areas, pasture condition ranged from very poor to excellent with most in fair condition due to drought and the
seasonal decline of permanent pasture. Cattlemen provided protein supplements. In the southwest, pasture condition
ranged from poor to excellent with most in good condition. The condition of the cattle was fair to excellent with most in
good condition.

Citrus: Highs this week were in the lower to mid 80s, with early morning lows ranging from the upper 40s to upper 50s.
There was widely variable rainfall this week, ranging from just over four inches to trace amounts. Immokalee received the
most rainfall with 4.06 inches. Overall, there were normal moisture conditions in the citrus-producing region. Thirty-five
packinghouses and seven processors have opened, with more scheduled to open this week. Varieties being packed
included early oranges (Navels, Ambersweet, and Hamlins), white and colored grapefruit, and Fallglo tangerines. Cultural
practices included herbicide and fertilizer applications, tree removal, new tree plantings, and irrigation.
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