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Weather Summary:  Unseasonably warm conditions 

prevailed last week for the Sunshine State. Most 

localities received no measurable rainfall for the week. 

Homestead recorded nearly two inches of rain. Nearly 

three inches of rain fell in Miami. Temperatures in the 

major cities were three to nine degrees above normal. 

Hot daytime highs were in the 80s. Pleasant evening 

lows were in the 40s to 50s.  

 

 

 

Field Crops:  Dry, clear conditions allowed land 

preparations for field crop planting in the Panhandle 

and northern Peninsula to continue. Most soil moisture 

supplies were rated short to adequate. Peanut planting 

was underway in Levy County.  

 

Fruits & Vegetables:  Favorable weather conditions 

allowed planting and harvesting to remain on schedule. 

Very light harvesting of blueberries was underway with 

volumes expected to increase within the next week. 

Movement of strawberries decreased as most growers 

finished for the season. Watermelon planting gained 

momentum in northern Florida. Producers marketed 

shipments of snap beans, eggplant, bell peppers, 

radishes, and tomatoes. Light supplies of cabbage, 

celery, sweet corn, endive, escarole, and squash were 

also marketed.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

To subscribe to this report, at no cost, go to the NASS website at http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Florida/Subscribe_to_FL_Reports/index.asp.  Complete 

the Subscribe to FL Reports form, select Florida Crop-Weather and enter your first and last name and your e-mail.  The drought monitor map used in this report is from 
the U.S. Drought Monitor website at http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu maintained by the National Drought Mitigation Center.  The precipitation and temperature data is 

from the Florida Automated Weather Network (FAWN) at http://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu maintained by UF/IFAS Information Technologies. 

Livestock and Pastures:  Statewide, the pasture and 

cattle conditions improved over the previous week. The 

pasture condition was very poor to excellent, with most 

poor to fair. Summer pasture was greening up but not 

near enough for grazing. The condition of the cattle was 

very poor to excellent, with most cattle in fair to good 

condition. Drought was the first limiting factor 

throughout the State, with cool temperatures also 

limiting growth in all but the southwest area. In the 

Panhandle, the condition of most pastures was mostly 

fair to good. Winter pastures were growing well 

following recent rains. Perennial (summer) pastures 

began to green up. In the northern area, pasture and 

cattle conditions were poor to good, with most in good 

condition. In the central area, pasture condition ranged 

from very poor to good, with most in poor to fair 

condition. The cattle were in very poor to excellent 

condition, with most in fair condition. In the southwest 

area, the pasture condition varied from very poor to 

excellent, with most fair. Pastures had greened up nicely 

in most locations. Most of the cattle were in fair to good 

condition. 

 

 

Citrus:  Temperatures were moderate, with highs 

reaching the mid 80s in most of the citrus growing 

region. Rainfall was very light across the region. 

Alachua received the most with 0.60 inches. In the citrus 

area 13 of the 25 stations recorded no precipitation. Nine 

sites recorded only a trace amount of precipitation 

(ranging from 0.01 to 0.05 inches). Drought conditions 

existed across the entire citrus region, ranging from 

abnormally dry on the eastern coast, to severe on the 

western coast. Drought conditions were per the U.S. 

Drought Monitor, last updated March 13, 2012. The 

Valencia harvest continued to increase with over 

5 million boxes harvested. Widespread, but spotty citrus 

bloom continued to be observed on trees in the citrus 

region as next season’s crop progresses. Pea sized fruit 

were observed on Valencia trees in Hendry County. 

Cultural practices included irrigation, young tree care, 

and limited hedging and topping. 

 

 

 


