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FIELD CROPS
PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS FOR 2002 April 1, 2002                   

FLORIDA

Florida farmers indicated in early March that they intend to
harvest more hay but plant less cotton, peanuts and wheat in 2002 than
in 2001.  The acreage of corn, soybeans and tobacco will be the same
as last year.

Producers expect to bale hay from a record high 280,000 acres in
2002, up 10,000 acres or 4 percent from the previous year.  Cotton
acreage is expected to total 110,000, down 15,000 acres or 12 percent
from the 2001 acreage planted.  Peanut growers expect to plant 90,000
acres for digging, down 1,000 acres or one percent from last year.  The
acreage planted to wheat is expected to total 9,000 acres, down 1,000
acres from the 2001 planted acreage.  Corn, soybean and tobacco
acreage is expected to total 65,000, 10,000 and 4,500 acres, respec-
tively.

UNITED STATES

Corn growers intend to plant 79.0 million acres of corn for all
purposes in 2002, up 4 percent from 2001 but down 1 percent from
2000.  Expected acreage is up in many areas of the United States and
in virtually all areas of the Corn Belt. Compared to last year when
producers had problems getting their crops in due to persistent
precipitation, conditions so far this year have been cooperative and
have increased farmer’s hopes of planting their corn crop on time.
Farmers intend to plant fewer corn acres than last year in Pennsylvania,
Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado because of concern about dry
conditions. 

Soybean producers intend to plant 73.0 million acres, down 2
percent from last year.  Reduced soybean acreage was offset by an
expected increase in corn plantings in most areas.  Crop rotations, farm
bill uncertainty, and price considerations were cited as primary reasons
for the reduced soybean acreage.  Producers in Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas intend to shift from cotton to
soybeans.  Expected acreage in North Dakota is up 450,000 acres from
last year replacing wheat acreage.

All wheat planted area is expected to total 59.0 million acres in
2002.  This is down 1 percent from 2001 and the lowest level since
1972.  Area planted to Durum wheat is intended to total 2.84 million
acres, down 2 percent from 2001.  The 2002 other spring wheat
planted acreage is estimated at 15.1 million acres, down 3 percent from
last year.  Of the total, about 14.2 million acres are Hard Red Spring
wheat.  Winter wheat planted area for the 2002 crop is 41.1 million
acres, nearly identical to the previous year’s acreage.  This is the

lowest acres seeded to winter wheat since 1971.  Of the total, about
29.3 million acres are Hard Red Winter, 8.4 million acres Soft Red
Winter, and 3.4 million acres White Winter.

All cotton plantings for 2002 are expected to total 14.8 million
acres, 6 percent below last year.  Upland acreage is expected to total
14.5 million acres, down 7 percent from 2001.  Producers from all
upland cotton producing States except for Kansas, Georgia, and
Missouri intend to decrease acreage from last year.  American-Pima
cotton growers intend to increase their plantings to 274,500 acres, up
5 percent from 2001.  The increase is in California, where producers
are intending to plant 15,000 acres more than last year.

All hay producers expect to harvest 63.7 million acres of hay in
2002, up less than 1 percent from 2001. Increases in 21 States are
expected to offset declines in 18 States. Oregon, up 13 percent, has the
largest increase where producers are responding to strong prices and
an  increase in cattle inventory. California expects to increase har-
vested acres by 6 percent in response to the strong dairy market.
Record high  acreages are expected in Florida, Idaho, Missouri, New
Mexico, Texas, and Utah. Producers in Montana intend to harvest 10
percent fewer acres than last year, when they harvested large acreages
of CRP and grain hay. Growers in Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Michigan,
New Hampshire, and Wisconsin expect to harvest record low acreages
of hay.

Peanut producers intend to plant 1.47 million acres of peanuts in
2002, down 5 percent from one year ago.  Of the nine producing States,
6 intend to plant fewer acres in 2002, and 3 intend to show no change.
Growers across all regions expressed uncertainty about the 2002
peanut crop as Congress has not completed work on a new farm bill.
Financial institutions are awaiting Congressional action on the farm bill
before completing financing for peanut producers. Southeast growers
(Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina) intend to plant
791,000 acres, down 3 percent from a year ago.  In the Virginia- North
Carolina region, producers intend to plant 196,000 acres down 1
percent from 2001. Growers in the Southwest (New Mexico, Oklaho-
ma, and Texas) intend to plant 478,000 acres, 9 percent below 2001.

Flue-cured tobacco at 245,500 acres is 3 percent above a year
ago.  Flue-cured acreage accounts for 57 percent of this year’s total
tobacco acreage.  Acreage in North Carolina, the leading flue-cured
State, is up 4 percent from last year.  Other increases in flue-cured
acreage were Virginia at 7 percent and Georgia at 6 percent.  Florida
forecast no change from last season, white South Carolina expects a 6
percent decrease in harvested acres.
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Prospective plantings for 2002 with comparisons

Crops

Florida United States

2000 2001
Indicated

2002

2002
as % of
2001

2000 2001
Indicated

2002

2002
as % of
2001

 1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent
Corn:

Planted for all purposes 85 65 65 100 79,551 75,752 79,047 104
Cotton, Upland planted 130 125 110 88 15,347.0 15,527.0 14,496 93
All Hay, harvested 270 270 280 104 59,854 63,511 63,743 100
Peanuts:

Planted for all purposes 94 91 90 99 1,536.8 1,543.0 1,465.0 95
Soybeans:

Planted for all purposes 20 10 10 100 74,266 74,105 72,966 98
Tobacco, harvested

All types     472.4 432.6 429.4 99
Type 11-14 4.5 4.5 4.5 100 250.0 238.5 245.5 103

Winter wheat 13 10 9 90 62,629 59,617 59,004 99


