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FIELD CROPS 

CROP PRODUCTION

 

Weather:  Frequent rainfall throughout August benefited field crops, but interfered with harvesting hay and spraying for 

pests. Tropical Storm Isaac dumped rain across much of Florida with a few areas setting record August rainfall. At late 

August, the entire State was drought free for the first time since June 2010. The cotton crop appeared to be in excellent 

shape with producers anticipating a record yield. Some growers had concerns about boll rot due to the damp weather. 

Limited peanut harvesting was underway by mid-August, but was on schedule compared to previous years.   

 

Cotton:  Based on conditions as of September 1, growers expected to harvest 105,000 acres, down 13,000 acres or 

11 percent from last year. Yield is forecast at a record 1,051 pounds per acre. Production is estimated at 230 thousand 

bales, up 47,000 bales or 26 percent from 2011.  

 
Peanuts:  Harvested acreage is estimated at 200 thousand acres, up 43,000 acres or 27 percent from a year ago. Yield is 
expected to average 3,700 pounds per acre, up 200 pounds from the previous year. Total expected production is at 
740 million pounds, up 35 percent from last year’s 549.5 million pounds. 
 
Sugarcane:  All acreage for harvest is set at 410 thousand acres, up 3 percent from last season. Expected yield is set at 
37.8 tons per acre or down one percent from last year. Production for sugar and seed is estimated 15.5 million tons, up 
3 percent from a year ago. 

 

Cotton:  Production is forecast at 17.1 million 480-pound bales, down 3 percent from last month but up 10 percent from 

last year. Yield is expected to average 786 pounds per harvested acre, down 4 pounds from last year. Upland cotton 

production is forecast at 16.5 million 480-pound bales, up 12 percent from 2011. Pima cotton production, forecast at 

657,000 bales, is down 23 percent from last year. 

Peanuts:  Production is forecast at 5.92 billion pounds, up 12 percent from the August forecast and up 63 percent from 

last year. Based on administrative data, planted area, at 1.64 million acres, is up 7 percent from the June estimate and up 

43 percent from the previous year. Area for harvest is expected to total 1.59 million acres, up 7 percent from June and 

45 percent higher than 2011. Based on conditions as of September 1, the average yield for the United States is forecast at 

a record high 3,714 pounds per acre, up 152 pounds from August and up 401 pounds from last year. 

Corn: Production is forecast at 10.7 billion bushels, down less than 1 percent from the August forecast and down 

13 percent from 2011. This represents the lowest production in the United States since 2006. Based on conditions as of  

September 1, yields are expected to average 122.8 bushels per acre, down 0.6 bushel from the August forecast and 

24.4 bushels below the 2011 average. If realized, this will be the lowest average yield since 1995. Area harvested for grain 

is forecast at 87.4 million acres, unchanged from the August forecast but up 4 percent from 2011. 

 

Soybeans: Production is forecast at 2.63 billion bushels, down 2 percent from August and down 14 percent from last 

year. Based on September 1 conditions, yields are expected to average 35.3 bushels per acre, down 0.8 bushel from  

last month and down 6.2 bushels from last year. Compared with last month, yield forecasts are lower or unchanged across 

the Great Plains and most of the Corn Belt as lingering drought conditions continued to hamper yield expectations. Area 

for harvest in the United States is forecast at 74.6 million acres, unchanged from August but up 1 percent from last year. 

 



 
Sugarcane:  Production of sugarcane for sugar and seed in 2012 is forecast at 31.0 million tons, down 1 percent from the 

August 1 forecast. Producers intend to harvest 893,000 acres for sugar and seed during the 2012 crop year, up 2,000 acres 

from the previous forecast. Expected yield for sugar and seed is forecast at 34.7 tons per acre, down 0.5 ton from the 

August 1 forecast. Louisiana and Florida both received significant rainfall from Hurricane  Isaac. Reports of lodging were 

received in both States. Planting was behind in Louisiana due to the storm aftermath, however expectations were still high  

for an excellent year. 
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Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun.] 

 


