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FIELD CROPS 

Potato Acreage, Production, and Stocks

Weather:  Potato growers began field preparations in mid-December. Hastings and Other Area growers began planting 

potatoes in January.  Warm, humid temperatures caused some blight damage in potato fields. In mid-February, there were 

reports of frost in the Hastings area.  Temperatures in the low twenties for several hours were reported for a couple of 

days.  Also, irrigation efforts in potato fields were utilized due to extreme drought conditions in the Hastings area.  

Growers in Other Areas had some leaf damage due to freeze damage in January and early February. By mid-February, 

reports of damage were reported in potato fields in Flagler County.  Prior cold temperatures have delayed the harvesting 

period. In Suwannee County, potato planting was underway by early March. Planting of potatoes remained active 

throughout the Hastings area.   

 

Production Forecast:  Producers planted 36,900 acres, up 500 acres from the 36,400 winter and spring acres planted last 

year. Acreage for harvest was set at 36,300 acres, up 700 acres from the combined winter and spring acres harvested a 

year ago. Yield is expected to average 260 cwt per acre, up 4 cwt from the previous year. The combined winter and spring 

production is anticipated to total 9.44 million cwt, up four percent or 326,000 cwt from the 2011 combined production.  

 

Growers in the Hastings area planted 23,600 acres compared to the 23,400 acres last year. Producers hope to dig 

23,300 acres, up 200 acres from last season’s 23,100 acres. The Hastings area yield is expected to average 260 cwt per 

acre, down 10 cwt from a year ago. The Hastings production is set at 6.06 million cwt or 3 percent less than the 

6.24 million cwt dug last year. Potato growers in Other Areas planted 13,300 acres, up 2 percent from last year. Acreage 

for harvest is forecast at 13,000, up 500 acres from last season. The yield in Other Areas is expected to average 260 cwt, 

up 30 cwt from the previous year. The combined winter and spring production from Other Areas is expected to total 

3.38 million cwt, up 505,000 cwt or 18 percent from the 2.87 million cwt dug a year ago. 

 

 

 

Spring potatoes: Production for 2012 is forecast at 27.2 million cwt, up 6 percent from 2011. Planted acreage is forecast 

at 98,200 acres, a 5 percent increase from 2011. Area for harvest is forecast at 95,600 acres, up 4 percent from the 

previous year. The average yield forecast, at 285 cwt per acre, is up 6 cwt from the previous year. In California, planting 

was underway and growers were reporting expectations of an average crop year. In North Carolina and Texas, growers 

reported good crop conditions, although Texas growers indicated high insect pressure.  

 

Summer potatoes: Production in 2011 totaled 13.0 million cwt, unchanged from the previous estimate but fractionally 

below the previous year’s production. Harvested area covered 46,000 acres, unchanged from the previous estimate but 

14 percent more than in 2010. Average yield, at 282 cwt per acre, was 39 cwt below the previous season. 
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(NA) Not available.


