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Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in the United States for feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more head 

totaled 10.9 million head on April 1, 2013. The inventory was five percent below April 1, 2012. Placements in 

feedlots during March totaled 1.90 million, six  percent above 2012. Net placements were 1.82 million head. During 

March, placements of cattle and calves weighing less than 600 pounds were 410,000; 600-699 pounds were 315,000; 

700-799 pounds were 540,000 and 800 pounds and greater were 634,000. Marketings of fed cattle during March totaled 

1.77 million, eight percent below 2012. Other disappearance totaled 76,000 during March, 10 percent below 2012. 

 

 



 

Table egg production in Florida during March was 183 million eggs, 12 percent above the previous month. Total egg 

production was 188 million eggs compared to 168 million eggs the previous month. 

United States egg production totaled 8.07 billion during March 2013, up two percent from last year. Production included 

6.99 billion table eggs, and 1.08 billion hatching eggs, of which 1.00 billion were broiler-type and 79 million were egg-

type. The total number of layers during March 2013 averaged 347 million, up two percent from last year. March egg 

production per 100 layers was 2,325 eggs, up slightly from March 2012. 

All layers in the United States on April 1, 2013 totaled 348 million, up two percent from last year. The 348 million layers 

consisted of 292 million layers producing table or market type eggs, 53.0 million layers producing broiler-type hatching 

eggs, and 3.11 million layers producing egg-type hatching eggs. Rate of lay per day on April 1, 2013, averaged 75.6 eggs 

per 100 layers, up one percent from April 1, 2012. 

The March hatch of broiler-type chicks, at 4.48 million, was five percent above a year earlier. Broiler-type eggs in 
incubators on April1 at 3.66 million, was ten percent below a year ago. 

Broiler-type chicks hatched during March 2013 totaled 770 million, up one percent from March 2012. Eggs in incubators 

totaled 623 million on April 1, 2013, up one percent from a year earlier. Leading breeders placed 6.33 million broiler-type 

pullet chicks for future domestic hatchery supply flocks during March 2013, down  six percent from March 2012.  

Egg-type chicks hatched during March 2013 totaled 41.5 million, down two percent from March 2012. Eggs in incubators 

totaled 42.6 million on April 1, 2013, up six percent from a year ago. Domestic placements of egg-type pullet chicks for 

future hatchery supply flocks by leading breeders totaled 172 thousand during March 2013, down 18 percent from March 

2012. 

Florida dairy farms produced 225 million pounds of milk during March 2013, ten percent above last month but one 

percent below the previous March. Production per cow in March was one percent below March of last year. Milk cow 

numbers on Florida dairy farms in March totaled 122,000, two percent above March of last year. 

 

Milk production in the 23 major States during March totaled 16.4 billion pounds, down 0.1 percent from March 2012. 

February revised production at 14.7 billion pounds, was down 3.3 percent from February 2012. However, production was 

0.2 percent above last year after adjusting for the leap year.  The February revision represented an increase of 15 million 

pounds or 0.1 percent from last month’s preliminary production estimate.   

 
 

 Special Note  
 
Due to sequestration, administrative data will be used for all releases of the milk production report through the 

end of the fiscal year on September 30, 2013. Releases will contain milk production data only. No information 

on the number of cows or milk per cow will be released. Please check the NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov 

for any future updates on NASS programs. 



 

 
 

 

 

52,823 

1

 

 

5,562 

1,741 

http://nassnet/library/photo_album/co/index.html


 

Commercial red meat production in Florida for March 2013 was 9.8 million pounds, one percent above last month, and 

two percent above last year.  

Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 3.99 billion pounds in March, down 4 percent from the 

4.17 billion pounds produced in March 2012.  
 

Beef and Veal Production:  Beef production, at 2.04 billion pounds, was 6 percent below the previous year. Cattle 

slaughter totaled 2.59 million head, down 6 percent from March 2012. The average live weight was up 14 pounds from 

the previous year, at 1,313 pounds. Veal production totaled 9.2 million pounds, 8 percent below March a year ago. Calf 

slaughter totaled 62,700 head, up 5 percent from March 2012.  
 

Pork production totaled 1.93 billion pounds, down 3 percent from the previous year. Hog slaughter totaled 9.32 million 

head, down 2 percent from March 2012. The average liveweight was down 2 pounds from the previous year, at 

277 pounds. 
 

Lamb and mutton production, at 13.8 million pounds, was down three percent from March 2012. Sheep slaughter 

totaled 196,100 head, 3 percent above last year. The average liveweight was 141 pounds. 

 


