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FARM INCOME AND EXPENSES 

 
 
HIGHLIGHTS - 2008 
 
Georgia=s gross farm income (value of agricultural 
sector production plus direct government 
payments) for 2008 was $9.21 billion, 10 percent 
more than 2007.  Gross farm income includes 
cash income, non-cash income, and inventory 
adjustment.  Increases were recorded in crop 
production, livestock production, and services and 
forestry revenues.  Food grains, feed crops, oil 
crops, and vegetables all increased in value.
Farm inventory adjustments for 2008 crops were a 
positive $7.28 million compared with a negative
$137 million the previous year.  The inventory 
adjustment for livestock was a negative $23.6
million as opposed to a negative $30.5 million in 
2007.  Farm production expenses (purchased 
inputs) increased 3 percent to $4.79 billion. 
 
Cash receipts from farm marketings (value of crop 
and livestock production minus the value of home 
consumption and inventory adjustments) totaled 
$7.39 billion, up 9 percent from 2007.  Net 
government transactions increased $15.6 million 
in 2008 to $214 million.  Net farm income was 28
percent more than 2007 at $2.78 billion. 
 
FARM PRODUCTION EXPENSES 
Farm production expenses (purchased inputs, 
motor vehicle registration and licensing fees, 
property taxes, capital consumption, and 
payments to shareholders) totaled $6.44 billion in 
2008, up 3 percent from the $6.23 billion in 2007. 
Feed purchases at $1.62 billion, up 8 percent from 
2007, continued to be the single largest expense. 
 
Seed purchase expenses increased 13 percent 
from last year, to $270 million.  Fertilizer and lime 
expenses were up from $360 million in 2007 to 
$390 million in 2008.  Pesticide expenses were 
down 12 percent.  Electricity and petroleum fuel 
and oils increased 2 percent from 2007.  Overall, 
other purchased inputs decreased 2 percent. 
Miscellaneous expenses increased, while contract 
labor, repair and maintenance of capital items,
machine hire and customwork, and marketing, 
storage and transportation expenses decreased. 
 
Property taxes combined with motor vehicle 
registration and licensing fees increased 5 percent 
to $184 million.  Real estate and non-real estate 
interest fell 4 percent from the previous year to 
$299 million.  Net rent received by non-operator 
landlords increased 24 percent to $93.2 million. 
 
 

 CASH RECEIPTS AND DIRECT GOVERNMENT 
PAYMENTS 
Total cash receipts from the sale of crop and 
livestock commodities plus the proceeds from 
direct government payments totaled $7.79 billion, 
9 percent more than the 2007 level.  Poultry and 
eggs accounted for 50.9 percent of the total; crops 
accounted for 35.1 percent; livestock, excluding 
poultry, 8.9 percent; and direct government 
payments 5.1 percent. 
 
Cash receipts from poultry continued to be the 
major contributor during 2008 at $3.96 billion. 
This was the fourteenth year in succession that 
cash receipts for poultry broke the $2.0 billion 
mark.  Broilers continued to rank as Georgia=s 
number one cash receipts commodity.  Eggs 
ranked third among all commodities with receipts 
of $564 million, or 7.6 percent of the total cash 
receipts excluding government payments. 
 
Cash receipts from crops in 2008 totaled $2.74
billion, up 12 percent from the $2.45 billion in 
2007.  Vegetables, melons and onions, ranking 
second after broilers, accounted for 7.8 percent of 
the total cash receipts with earnings of $575
million, up slightly from 2007.  Cotton and 
cottonseed placed fourth in cash receipts at $562 
million and accounted for 7.6 percent of the total 
cash receipts.  Peanuts accounted for 6.4 percent 
of the total with $475 million in cash receipts, up
46 percent from the previous year.  Nursery and 
greenhouse cash receipts accounted for 3.9 
percent of the total, or $291 million, down 9 
percent from 2007.   
 
Cash receipts from the sale of livestock, excluding 
poultry, totaled $697 million, down 1 percent from 
2007.  Cattle and calves receipts contributed the 
most to this category at $292 million, followed by 
dairy products at $281 million, hogs at $62.2
million, and aquaculture at $11.9.  Miscellaneous 
livestock, including honey, and other livestock, 
increased 6 percent. 
 
Government payments were up 7 percent from the 
previous year to $398 million. 
 
 
 

 
  



 

CASH RECEIPTS BY SELECTED COMMODITIES, 
GEORGIA 2004-20081/2/

Selected Commodity 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
POULTRY --1,000 dollars-- 
Broilers 2,857,580 2,903,526 2,543,688 3,187,848  3,360,960
Farm chickens 8,168 12,054 8,929 8,946  10,180
Chicken eggs 394,120 347,680 368,736 437,491  564,244
Other poultry  25,000 24,000 24,000 25,000  26,000
Total Poultry & Eggs 3,284,868 3,287,260 2,945,353 3,659,285  3,961,384
    
CROPS    
Corn 77,020 47,878 49,405 151,231  207,132
Cotton  475,309 533,184 444,949 618,527  562,250
 Cotton lint, all 437,893 492,370 396,936 566,691  485,617
 Cottonseed 37,416 40,814 48,013 51,835  76,633
Hay 28,683 41,248 46,228 55,643  81,128
Oats 1,720 851 1,648 2,373  3,431
Peanuts 336,293 357,840 279,738 324,480  475,116
Rye 1,939 1,928 1,572 1,908  2,849
Sorghum grain  2,574 2,072 3,003 5,854  7,019
Soybeans 44,846 27,366 20,380 65,598  108,676
Tobacco 86,426 39,974 43,330 60,856  57,120
Wheat 29,776 22,404 21,640 41,733  149,239
Greenhouse & Nursery  330,022 378,739 399,685 320,789  290,781
Peaches 33,017 27,476 33,020 9,830  19,326
Pecans 78,060 101,440 66,300 159,300  101,020
All Other Fruits & Nuts 35,134 44,157 70,342 39,982  81,624
Vegetables, Melons & Onions 444,675 532,346 559,000 573,298  575,058
All other crops  13,500 16,000 13,500 13,500  13,500
Total Crops 2,019,215 2,174,977 2,053,741 2,444,901  2,735,269
    
LIVESTOCK    
Cattle and calves  348,298 357,433 309,067 305,984  291,990
Dairy products 235,536 221,760 201,024 281,561  280,687
Hogs 84,793 82,267 65,929 54,334  62,244
Aquaculture 9,410 11,909 12,649 12,550  11,925
All Other Livestock 61,548 56,515 55,685 47,158  49,835
Total Livestock & Dairy Products 739,585 729,884 644,354 701,587  696,681
    
Total Cash Receipts for Poultry,   
Crops & Livestock 6,043,668 6,192,121 5,643,448 6,805,773  7,393,334
    
Direct Government Payments 287,431 666,427 483,066 372,607  397,699
    
Total Cash Receipts & Direct   
Government Payments 6,331,099 6,858,548 6,126,514 7,178,380  7,791,033
1/ USDA estimates and publishes individual cash receipt values only for major commodities and major producing States.  The U.S. receipts for 
individual commodities, computed as the sum of the reported States, may understate the value of sales for some commodities, with the balance 
included in the appropriate category labeled "other" or "miscellaneous."  The degree of underestimation in some of the minor commodities can be 
substantial.  2/ May not add due to rounding. 
 
  



 

GEORGIA CASH RECEIPTS, EXCLUDING GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS 
AT A GLANCE 2007-2008 - 1,000 DOLLARS1/ 

2008 Rank Commodity 2007 2008 % of All 
1  Broilers 3,187,848 3,360,960  45.46
2  Vegetables, Melons & Onions 573,298 575,058  7.78
3  Chicken eggs 437,491 564,244  7.63
4  Cotton lint 566,691 485,617  6.57
5  Peanuts 324,480 475,116  6.43
6  Cattle and calves 305,984 291,990  3.95
7  Greenhouse & Nursery 320,789 290,781  3.93
8  Dairy products 281,561 280,687  3.80
9  Corn 151,231 207,132  2.80

10  Wheat 41,733 149,239  2.02
11  Soybeans 65,598 108,676  1.47
12  Pecans 159,300 101,020  1.37
13  All Other Fruits & Nuts 39,982 81,624  1.10
14  Hay 55,643 81,128  1.10
15  Cottonseed 51,835 76,633  1.04
16  Hogs 54,334 62,244  0.84
17  Tobacco 60,856 57,120  0.77
18  All Other Livestock 47,158 49,835  0.67
19  Other poultry 25,000 26,000  0.35
20  Peaches 9,830 19,326  0.26
21  All other crops 13,500 13,500  0.18
22  Aquaculture 12,550 11,925  0.16
23  Farm chickens 8,946 10,180  0.14
24  Sorghum grain 5,854 7,019  0.09
25  Oats 2,373 3,431  0.05
26  Rye 1,908 2,849  0.04

  Total 6,805,773 7,393,334  100.00
1/ Totals may not add due to rounding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

FARM INCOME AND EXPENSES, GEORGIA, 2004-2008 
Item1/ 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
  --1,000 Dollars-- 
Value of crop production 2,074,749 2,148,815 2,162,341 2,307,642  2,742,792
 Food grains 31,715 24,332 23,212 43,641  152,089
 Feed crops 109,996 92,049 100,285 215,100  298,709
 Cotton 475,309 533,184 444,949 618,527  562,250
 Oil crops 381,361 385,280 300,118 390,078  583,792
 Tobacco 86,426 39,974 43,330 60,856  57,120
 Fruits and tree nuts 146,211 173,073 169,662 209,112  201,970
 Vegetables 444,675 532,346 559,000 573,298  575,058
 All other crops 343,522 394,739 413,185 334,289  304,281
 Home consumption  569 176 242 203  244
 Value of inventory adjustment2/ 54,965 -26,338 108,358 -137,462  7,279
           
Value of livestock production 3,994,525 3,990,739 3,578,697 4,331,526  4,635,916
 Meat animals 433,091 439,700 374,996 360,318  354,234
 Dairy products 235,536 221,760 201,024 281,561  280,687
 Poultry and eggs 3,284,868 3,287,260 2,945,353 3,659,285  3,961,384
 Miscellaneous livestock 70,958 68,424 68,334 59,708  61,760
 Home consumption 506 921 1,225 1,183  1,422
 Value of inventory adjustment2/ -30,434 -27,326 -12,235 -30,529  -23,571
           
Revenues from services and forestry 1,007,450 1,137,427 1,335,906 1,388,260  1,437,070
 Machine hire and customwork 30,498 26,204 25,445 41,286  35,024
 Forest products sold 35,000 42,000 48,000 55,000  50,000
 Other farm income 439,060 478,231 600,571 596,135  631,850
 Gross imputed rental value of farm dwellings 502,892 590,992 661,890 695,839  720,196
           
Value of agricultural sector production 7,076,725 7,276,981 7,076,944 8,027,427  8,815,778
           
Purchased inputs (less) 3,458,040 3,697,294 4,200,160 4,658,081  4,788,905
           
Farm origin 1,674,397 1,599,577 1,922,611 2,062,006  2,222,279
 Feed purchased 1,170,000 1,150,000 1,400,000 1,500,000  1,620,000
 Livestock and poultry purchased 344,397 259,577 282,611 322,006  332,279
 Seed purchased 160,000 190,000 240,000 240,000  270,000
           
Manufactured inputs 678,129 798,305 860,025 1,064,691  1,072,437
 Fertilizers and lime 220,000 270,000 280,000 360,000  390,000
 Pesticides 230,000 250,000 230,000 260,000  230,000
 Petroleum fuel and oils 165,443 212,450 265,007 355,396  349,467
 Electricity 62,686 65,855 85,018 89,295  102,970
           
Other purchased inputs 1,105,514 1,299,412 1,417,524 1,531,384  1,494,189
 Repair and maintenance of capital items 210,063 229,418 186,047 251,531  245,094
 Machine hire and customwork 51,164 69,656 50,852 40,787  32,000
 Marketing, storage, and transportation expenses 211,156 264,781 318,941 318,374  262,244
 Contract labor 49,950 37,304 53,283 61,708  41,390
 Miscellaneous expenses 583,181 698,253 808,401 858,984  913,461
           
Net government transactions (plus) 167,515 544,856 350,893 197,861  213,506
           
+ Direct Government payments 287,431 666,427 483,066 372,607  397,699
- Motor vehicle registration and licensing fees 9,916 11,571 12,173 14,746  13,974
- Property taxes 110,000 110,000 120,000 160,000  170,219
           
Gross value added 3,786,199 4,124,543 3,227,678 3,567,207  4,240,379
           
Capital consumption (less) 475,650 525,095 569,384 591,388  607,402
           
Net value added 3,310,549 3,599,448 2,658,294 2,975,819  3,632,977
           
Payments to stakeholders (less) 612,658 701,560 705,713 808,967  857,582
 Employee compensation (total hired labor) 308,975 355,848 317,884 422,917  465,563
 Net rent received by nonoperator landlords 80,000 84,273 90,724 75,372  93,180
 Real estate and nonreal estate interest 223,683 261,439 297,105 310,678  298,839
           
Net farm income 2,697,891 2,897,888 1,952,581 2,166,852  2,775,395
1/ Value of agricultural sector production is the gross value of the commodities and services produced within a year.  Net value-added is the sector's 
contribution to the National economy and is the sum of the income from production earned by all factors-of-production, regardless of ownership.  Net 
farm income is the farm operators' share of income from the sector's production activities.  The concept presented is consistent with that employed by 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.  2/ A positive value of inventory change represents current-year production not sold by 
December 31. A negative value is an offset to production from prior years included in current-year sales. 
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RANKING OF 10 LEADING STATES IN CASH RECEIPTS FOR TOP 25 COMMODITIES, 2008 
 U. S. GA Top 10 states by their value of cash receipts 
Commodity1/ Rank Value Rank Value 1 2 3 4 
   --Million $--  --Million $-- --State and Million $-- 
All commodities   324,438  18 7,393 CA 36,265 IA 24,753  TX 19,172  NE 17,316
         
Livestock and products   141,195  9 4,658 TX 11,031 CA 10,632  IA 9,868  NE 8,320
         
Crops   183,243  21 2,735 CA 25,633 IA 14,885  IL 14,232  MN 9,753
         
         
Corn 1 51,552  23 207 IA 9,703 IL 8,878  NE 5,712  MN 4,675
         
Cattle and calves 2 48,189  31 292 NE 7,069 TX 6,896  KS 6,240  CO 3,058
         
Dairy products 3 34,773  25 281 CA 6,924 WI 4,571  NY 2,306  PA 2,102
         
Soybeans 4 29,058  23 109 IA 4,800 IL 4,163  MN 2,829  IN 2,432
         
Broilers 5 23,112  1 3,361 GA 3,361 AR 2,807  NC 2,692  AL 2,631
         
Wheat 6 17,445  26 149 ND 2,515 KS 2,418  SD 1,197  MT 1,191
         
Greenhouse/nursery 7 16,097  15 291 CA 3,297 FL 1,932  TX 1,435  OR 1,011
         
Hogs 8 16,077  21 62 IA 4,759 NC 2,171  MN 2,047  IL 971
         
Chicken eggs 9 8,203  3 564 IA 1,118 OH 585  GA 564  IN 536
         
Hay 10 7,403  29 81 CA 1,026 ID 676  WA 413  TX 397
         
Cotton 11 5,684  3 562 TX 2,243 CA 649  GA 562  AR 515
         
Turkeys 12 4,479  N/A -- MN 744 NC 652  MO 371  AR 348
         
Potatoes 13 3,689  N/A -- ID 781 WA 705  WI 284  CO 277
         
Grapes 14 3,474  10 4 CA 3,005 WA 311  OR 60  NY 40
         
Rice 15 3,215  N/A -- AR 1,407 CA 826  LA 400  MS 215
         
Apples 16 2,668  27 3 WA 1,779 NY 288  MI 131  PA 83
         
Almonds 17 2,262  N/A -- CA 2,262 na  na   na
         
Lettuce 18 1,986  N/A -- CA 1,605 AZ 373  NJ 8  na
         
Oranges 19 1,969  N/A -- FL 1,341 CA 627  AZ 1  TX 1
         
Strawberries 20 1,885  N/A -- CA 1,545 FL 249  NC 21  OR 17
         
Sorghum grain 21 1,834  15 7 KS 748 TX 666  NE 77  LA 57
         
Tobacco 22 1,445  6 57 NC 687 KY 370  TN 100  VA 83
         
Aquaculture2/ 23 1,363  N/A --     
         
Horses/mules 24 1,165  N/A -- KY 1,080 NJ 85  na   na
         
Tomatoes3/        
N/A = not applicable.  na = not available.  1/ The 25 leading commodities ranked by value of farm marketings.  2/ States not published to avoid disclosure of individual 
producers.  3/ Commodities having no accompanying data would have appeared within the ranked list of commodities, but were excluded to avoid disclosure of individual 
producers.  Economic Research Service/USDA.  Information Contacts: Roger Strickland  E-mail:  rogers@ers.usda.gov and John Dillard  E-mail:  jdillard@ers.usda.gov. 
Released August 6, 2009. 
 
  



 

RANKING OF 10 LEADING STATES IN CASH RECEIPTS FOR TOP 25 COMMODITIES, 2008, Continued 
Commodity1/ 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 --State and Million $-- 
All commodities IL 16,357  MN 15,843 KS 13,967 IN 9,962 WI 9,890  NC 9,751
      
Livestock and products KS 7,213  NC 6,461 WI 6,316 MN 6,090 GA 4,658  AR 4,350
      
Crops NE 8,996  TX 8,141 IN 7,105 KS 6,755 ND 6,717  FL 6,593
      
      
Corn IN 3,952  SD 2,189 OH 2,071 KS 2,048 MO 1,751  WI 1,676
      
Cattle and calves IA 2,882  OK 2,437 CA 1,823 SD 1,699 MO 1,217  ID 1,183
      
Dairy products ID 2,101  MN 1,658 TX 1,569 MI 1,486 NM 1,362  OH 1,005
      
Soybeans NE 2,209  OH 1,874 MO 1,862 SD 1,399 ND 1,096  KS 1,069
      
Broilers MS 2,194  TX 1,557 MD 790 CA 788 DE 774  KY 744
      
Wheat OK 1,104  WA 915 MN 730 TX 705 ID 666  NE 515
      
Greenhouse/nursery NC 777  MI 634 NJ 460 AZ 418 WA 372  IL 339
      
Hogs IN 924  MO 877 NE 729 OK 559 OH 435  KS 421
      
Chicken eggs PA 487  TX 460 CA 441 AR 418 NC 374  AL 299
      
Hay CO 390  OR 365 UT 261 AZ 261 NM 226  KS 213
      
Cotton MS 328  MO 248 NC 193 TN 190 AZ 189  AL 155
      
Turkeys IN 306  VA 271 SC 267 CA 252 IA 202  WI 191
      
Potatoes OR 208  CA 197 MN 175 ND 152 ME 145  MI 136
      
Grapes PA 20  MI 9 VA 9 NC 5 TX 4  GA 4
      
Rice MO 191  TX 176 na na na   na  
      
Apples CA 77  OR 33 OH 32 VA 30 WI 25  NC 22
      
Almonds na   na na na na   na 
      
Lettuce na   na na na na   na
      
Oranges na   na na na na   na
      
Strawberries PA 15  WA 10 NY 7 OH 7 WI 7  MI 6
      
Sorghum grain OK 48  AR 48 MO 33 IL 33 SD 30  MS 26
      
Tobacco SC 69  GA 57 PA 26 CT 22 MA 13  OH 11
      
Aquaculture2/      
      
Horses/mules na   na na na na   na 
      
Tomatoes3/      
N/A = not applicable.  na = not available.  1/ The 25 leading commodities ranked by value of farm marketings.  2/ States not published to avoid disclosure of individual 
producers.  3/ Commodities having no accompanying data would have appeared within the ranked list of commodities, but were excluded to avoid disclosure of individual 
producers.  Economic Research Service/USDA.  Information Contacts: Roger Strickland  E-mail:  rogers@ers.usda.gov and John Dillard  E-mail:  jdillard@ers.usda.gov. 
Released August 6, 2009. 
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