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August 28, 2023 Media Contact: Anthony Prillaman 
 
General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 
in Georgia, there were 6.5 days suitable for fieldwork for 
the week ending Sunday, August 27, 2023.  Precipitation 
ranged from no rain to 2.4 inches. Average high 
temperatures ranged from the mid 80s to the high 90s.  
Average low temperatures ranged from the mid 60s to the 
high 70s. 
 
Crops 
High heat indexes and sparce rainfall across most of the 
state during the week caused a significant drop in soil 
moisture levels. According to the US Drought Monitor, 11 
percent of the state was experiencing abnormally dry 
conditions as of August 22nd, compared with less than 4 
percent the week prior. The recent stretch of heat and lack 
of rain helped corn fields to quickly mature and harvest of 
corn continued to progress. The dry and sunny weather 
also provided good harvesting conditions for corn. 
Soybeans progressed as growers applied fungicides during 
the week. Cotton, soybeans, and peanuts all were noted to 
be wilting in southwest Georgia due to the extreme heat 
and inability for irrigation to keep up with crops needs. 
The dry conditions throughout the week gave farmers 
ample time to finish up second cuttings of hay and begin 
on third cuttings. 
 
Livestock and Pastures 
Cattle were in mostly good condition, and pastures were 
in good to fair condition throughout the state.  Pasture 
conditions waned with a lack of rainfall and high 
temperatures.   
 
 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending 08/27/23 
Crop stage Prev year Prev week This week 5 Year avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn - Mature ....................  
Corn - Harvested ...............  
Cotton - Setting Bolls .........  
Cotton - Bolls Opening .......  
Hay - 2nd Cutting ...............  
Hay - 3rd Cutting................  
Soybeans - Blooming .........  
Soybeans - Setting Pods ...  
Soybeans - Drop Leaves ...  
Tobacco - Harvested .........  

96 
54 
95 
20 
95 
26 
98 
89 
9 

77 

85 
37 
89 
8 

94 
NA 
89 
68 
1 

80 

92 
53 
94 
15 
96 
20 
93 
77 
8 

86 

95 
57 
96 
21 
98 
31 
96 
85 
5 

78 
 (NA) Not available. 
 
Conditions for Week Ending 08/27/23 

Crop Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle ........................  
Corn .........................  
Cotton .......................  
Pasture and range ....  
Peanuts ....................  
Pecans .....................  
Soybeans .................  

1 
0 
0 
3 
2 
1 
1 

5 
3 
7 

11 
8 
2 
5 

28 
21 
27 
35 
30 
32 
25 

55 
61 
57 
45 
53 
57 
65 

11 
15 
9 
6 
7 
8 
4 

 
Soil Moisture for Week Ending 08/27/23 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

5 
30 
61 
4 

18 
40 
41 
1 

Subsoil Previous week This week 
 (percent) (percent) 
Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

4 
32 
63 
1 

13 
44 
42 
1 
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