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October 23, 2023 Media Contact: Anthony Prillaman 
 
General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 
in Georgia, there were 6.3 days suitable for fieldwork for 
the week ending Sunday, October 22, 2023. Precipitation 
ranged from no rain to 0.7 inches of rain. Average high 
temperatures ranged from the mid 60s to the high 70s.  
Average low temperatures ranged from the low 40s to the 
mid 50s. 
 
Crops 
Most of the state saw little to no rain during the week 
which gave farmers ample time for fieldwork. According 
to the US Drought Monitor, 3.4 percent of the state had 
severe drought conditions, 19 percent had moderate 
drought conditions, and 44 percent had abnormally dry 
conditions.  
 
Cotton bolls continued to open as harvesting activities 
progressed. Harvest was noted to be off to a slow start 
due to the cooler temperatures but is expected to pick up 
over the next few weeks. Yields for early planted cotton 
in central Georgia were noted to be good. Peanut digging 
and harvesting continued, although peanut maturity was 
slowed due to the cool weather. Soybeans were dropping 
leaves and being harvested. The lack of rain allowed for 
long days of harvest, and the low humidity allowed 
farmers to make good progress harvesting. Small grain 
planting progressed as farmers were getting grain drills 
rolling.  
 
 
Livestock and Pastures 
Cattle were in mostly good condition and pasture was in 
fair to good condition. The dry conditions continued to 
weaken pasture condition levels. Pastures were struggling 
to grow and as a result some livestock were being fed 
hay. 
 
 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending 10/22/23 
Crop stage Prev year Prev week This week 5 Year avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cotton - Bolls Opening .......  
Cotton - Harvested .............  
Hay - 3rd Cutting................  
Oats - Planted ....................  
Peanuts - Dug ....................  
Peanuts - Harvested ..........  
Pecans - Harvested ...........  
Rye - Planted .....................  
Soybeans - Drop Leaves ...  
Soybeans - Harvested .......  
Winter wheat - Planted .......  

94 
36 
95 
31 
83 
70 
18 
25 
87 
40 
15 

89 
13 
93 
27 
56 
39 
7 

21 
86 
31 
12 

93 
22 
95 
35 
67 
53 
11 
27 
88 
40 
16 

93 
32 
95 
30 
78 
62 
17 
25 
89 
35 
12 

 
 
Conditions for Week Ending 10/22/23 

Crop Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle ........................  
Cotton .......................  
Pasture and range ....  
Peanuts ....................  
Pecans .....................  
Soybeans .................  

1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 

5 
6 

13 
5 
4 
3 

31 
34 
42 
43 
27 
25 

54 
50 
36 
43 
55 
62 

9 
9 
3 
8 

13 
9 

 
Soil Moisture for Week Ending 10/22/23 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

7 
20 
60 
13 

8 
26 
61 
5 

Subsoil Previous week This week 
 (percent) (percent) 
Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

7 
19 
69 
5 

9 
22 
67 
2 
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