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USDA to Study Wheat Production Practices 

OLYMPIA, WA – August 18, 2015.  How are Northwest winter wheat farmers using agricultural chemicals 

and biological pest management alternatives in order to maintain a safe and abundant food supply? The 

second phase of the Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS), will answer this and other 

important questions. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 

will contact winter wheat farmers September 1 through December 2 as part of this national survey of crop 

production practices. NASS will conduct personal interviews with over 2,100 farm operators nationwide, 

including 370 within Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. Farmers will be asked to provide information on their 

fertilizer, nutrient, and pesticide applications, as well as their pest management practices. 

 NASS conducts ARMS in three phases to explore the link between production practices and farm 

economic conditions; the first phase screens farms to determine eligibility for the survey, this second phase 

focuses on the production practices of selected farms, and in early 2016 NASS will begin the third phase by 

following up with producers to obtain additional economic data.  

The data that ARMS provides is extremely important to the agricultural industry and to the public. 

“ARMS is USDA’s primary source of information on the production practices, resource use, and economic 

well-being of America’s farm households,” said Chris Mertz, Director of the NASS Northwest Regional Field 

Office. Furthermore, “Virtually every federal farm program and policy is based on ARMS data. Conservation 

programs, price support programs, risk management programs, research programs—you name it. That’s 

why it is so important that farmers take the time to participate and ensure that we have the most accurate 

and up-to-date information, straight from the source.” 

Participating in ARMS also ensures that growers have a chance to explain how they use chemicals 

responsibly. ARMS data can be used in the decision-making process for product registration, re-registration, 



and product alternatives. By providing accurate and timely usage information, producers can help ensure 

that the products they use continue to be available. 

 NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents, ensuring that no individual operation or producer 

can be identified, as required by Federal law. Participants’ responses cannot be used for the purposes of 

taxation, investigation, or regulation (Title 7, U.S. Code, and CIPSEA, Public Law 107-347). 

### 

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to 

providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide feedback on our 

products and services. Sign up at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User 

Community.” 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 

9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD)or (866) 377-

8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 


