
Farm Averages: 2017 Census 

Average Size of Farm (acres) 468 

Estimated Market Value of Land & Buildings 

  Average per farm  $1,340,738 

  Average per acre  $2,866 

Average Total Value of 

Products Sold  $302,746 

Average Net Cash Return  $52,503 

Average Production Expense  $266,105  

Average Value of Machinery 

and Equipment  
$175,951  

Average Age of Producer  56.4  

Average Years on any 

Operation  
22.0  

Net Cash Farm Income: 2017 Census 

Farms 

Net Cash Return 

(millions of 

dollars)  

Average 

 per Farm 

(dollars)  

All Farms 

24,996 $1,312.4 $52,503 

Farms with Sales of $500,000 or More 

1,810 $1,225.8 $677,239 

Farms with Sales of $100,000 to $499,999  

2,777 $148.8 $53,583 

Farms with Sales of $10,000 to $99,999  

5,371 $18.9 $3,525 

Farms with Sales Less than $10,000  

15,038 $-81.2 -$5,398 
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Producers: 2017 Census 

 With Military 

Service 
All 

New and 

Beginning 
Young Male Female 

Number 4,613 44,355 13,033 4,386 27,125 17,230 

Average Age 66.6 56.4 45.7 29.7 57.1 55.5 

Farms: 2017 Census 

Number 4,371 24,996 8,123 3,135 23,150 16,134 

Average Farm 

Size (acres) 
332 468 332 711 492 351 

Avg. MVPS $191,262 $302,746 $269,291 $684,930 $324,223 $179,267 

Land In Farms (million 

Farms: 2017 Census 

MVPS, Crops and Livestock, 1997—2017 ($ billions) 2017 Census 



Idaho’s National Rank in Agricultural 

Production:  2019 

Commodity Rank 

Crops 

Peppermint, oil 1 

Barley 1 

Potatoes 1 

Sugarbeets 2 

Hops 2 

Hay, alfalfa 3 

Onions, dry 4 

Wheat, spring 4 

Lentils 4 

Dry edible beans (excludes  Chickpeas) 5 

Dry edible peas 5 

Haylage, all 6 

Wheat, all 6 

Corn silage 7 

Wheat, winter 7 

Hay, all 9 

Livestock and Livestock Products  

Trout, value of fish sold 1 

Cheese 3 

Milk 3 

Milk cows 3 

Sheep and lambs 7 

Wool 8 

Cattle and calves, all 12 

Honey 12 

Idaho’s Top Commodities 

Value of Production in 2019 

Commodity 1,000 Dollars 

Milk 2,860,473 

Cattle and Calves 1,405,115 

Potatoes 1,044,582 

Hay 798,867 

Wheat 497,251 

Sugarbeets  1 284,829 

Barley 276,702 

Corn for Grain 136,530 

Hops 89,266 

Onions, all 65,815 

Peppermint Oil 37,944 

Trout 37,416 

Dry Edible Beans 23,901 

Value of Products Sold by County: 2017 Census 

County Million  Dollars 

Cassia 927 

Gooding 783 

Twin Falls 680 

Jerome 640 

Canyon 575 

Bingham 453 

Elmore 430 

Minidoka 354 

Jefferson 295 

Owyee 273 

Idaho’s Record Highs—Crops 

Crop Production Unit Year 

Barley 88,440,000 Bu. 1984 

All Dry Beans 4,277,000 Cwt. 1981 

All Hay 5,588,000 Ton 2008 

  Alfalfa 4,972,000 Ton 2008 

  Other 897,000 Ton 1983 

Potatoes 152,320,000 Cwt. 2000 

Sugarbeets 7,038,000 Ton 2016 

All Wheat 119,200,000 Bu. 1996 

  Spring 1,848,000 Bu. 2017 

  Winter 69,000,000 Bu. 1990 

Field Crop Summary: 2020 

Crop   

Harvested 

Acres   Production 

Unit  (1,000) (1,000) 

Barley 500 55,000 Bu. 

Corn for Grain 130 25,870 Bu. 

Corn for Silage 255 7,395 Ton 

Dry Beans 66 1,592 Cwt. 

All Hay 1,300 4,545 Ton 

  Alfalfa 1,010 4,444 Ton 

  Other 290 725 Ton 

Hops 9.3 17,190 Lb. 

Peppermint 16.5 1,980 Lb. 

Spearmint 1.0 135 Lb. 

Oats 14 1,428 Bu. 

All Potatoes 299.5 134,775 Cwt. 

Sugarbeets 169 6,845 Ton 

All Wheat 1,164 112,506 Bu. 

  Spring 495 45,045 Bu. 

  Winter 660 66,660 Bu. 

Idaho’s Record Highs—Livestock 

Species Inventory Unit Year 

Cattle & Calves 2,500,000 Head 2019 

Beef Cows 721,000 Head 1975 

Milk Cows 645,000 Head 2020 

Milk Production 15,631 Mil. Lbs 2019 

Sheep & Lambs 2,470,000 Head 1920 

Inventory: January 1, 2021 

Species Head 

All Cattle & Calves 2,500,000 

  All Cows that have Calved 1,120,000 

     Beef Cows that have Calved 474,000 

     Milk Cows that have Calved 646,000 

  Heifers 500 Pounds and over 680,000 

     For Beef Cow Replacement  100,000 

     For Milk Cow Replacement  370,000 

     Other Heifers  210,000 

  Steers 500 Pounds and Over 290,000 

  Bulls 500 Pounds and Over  40,000 

  Calves Under 500 Pounds  370,000 

All Sheep & Lambs  230,000 

  Breeding Sheep & Lambs  155,000 

1 2018 Sugarbeets value of production 


