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Farm Averages: 2012 Census 

 
Average Size of Farm (acres) ........................ 474 

Estimated Market Value of Land & Buildings 

Average per farm ............................ $1,052,941 

Average per acre .................................... $2,222 

Average Total Value of  

Products Sold ......................................... $314,372 

Average Net Cash Return ....................... $59,534 

Average Production Expense ............... $267,655 

Average Value of Machinery 

and Equipment ...................................... $143,835 

Average Age of Operator .............................. 57.6 

Average Years on Present Farm .................. 21.7 
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Net Cash Farm Income: 2012 Census 

 

 

Farms 

Net Cash Return 

(millions of dollars) 

Average 

per Farm 

(dollars) 

All Farms 

24,816 $1,477.4 $59,534 

Farms with Sales of $500,000 or More 

2,001 $1,329.4 $664,373 

Farms with Sales of $100,000 to $499,999 

3,095 $211.4 $68,306 

Farms with Sales of $10,000 to $99,999 

5,897 $10.5 $1,784 

Farms with Sales Less than $10,000 

13,823 $-74.0 $-5,350 
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Idaho’s National Rank in Agricultural 

Production: 2015 

 

Crops 
 

Commodity                                 Rank 
All Potatoes ......................................................... 1 

Austrian Winter Peas......................................... 1 

Barley .................................................................. 2 

Alfalfa Hay .......................................................... 2  

Sugarbeets ........................................................... 2 

Wrinkled Seed Peas ........................................... 2 

Prunes and Plums -- Fresh ................................ 3 

Hops..................................................................... 3 

All Mint ............................................................... 3 

Dry Edible Peas .................................................. 4 

Lentils .................................................................. 4 

Onions (Summer Storage) ................................. 4 

Canola ................................................................. 4 

Dry Edible Beans ................................................ 5 

Other Spring Wheat .......................................... 5 

Sweet Cherries .................................................... 5 

Winter Wheat ..................................................... 7 

All Hay .............................................................. 10 

 

 

Livestock and Livestock Products 

 

Commodity                                  Rank 
Foodsize Trout .................................................... 1 

Milk Production ................................................. 3 

Total Cheese ....................................................... 3 

Milk Cows ........................................................... 4 

All Sheep and Lambs ......................................... 6 

Wool .................................................................... 8 

Honey ................................................................ 14 
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Distribution of Farms by Sales:

2012 Census 1/

% of Total Farms % of Total Sales

(1,000)
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Operators by Principal 

Occupation: 1987-2012 Census

Other Farming1/ Percents do not add due to rounding. 
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Idaho’s Record Highs 

Livestock 

Commodity Amount Unit Year 

Cattle & Calves 2,400,000 Head 2016 

Beef Cows 721,000 Head 1975 

Milk Cows 587,000 Head 2016 

Milk Production 14,114 Mil. Lbs. 2015 

Sheep & Lambs 2,470,000 Head 1920 
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Idaho’s Top Commodities 

Value of Production in 20151/ 

1,000 Dollars 

Milk 2,357,038 

Cattle and Calves 1,688,405 

All Hay 836,640 

Potatoes 899,208 

All Wheat 478,800 

Barley 306,763 

Sugarbeets 283,680 

Corn for Grain  68,103 

All Dry Beans 70,011 

Onions 49,803 
1/ The sugarbeets value of production is for 2014. 

Value of Products Sold by County: 

2012 Census 1/ 

% of State Total 

Cassia 12.2 

Gooding 12.1 

Jerome 7.9 

Twin Falls 7.7 

Canyon 6.6 

Bingham 5.8 

Minidoka 4.7 

Elmore 4.5 

Owyhee 3.7 

Jefferson 3.3 
1/ Top 10 Counties 
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2015 Farm Numbers 

Number of Farms........................................ 24,400 

Land in Farms ............................. 11,800,000 acres 

Average Size of Farm ............................. 484 acres 
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Idaho’s Record Highs 

Crops 

Crop Production Unit Year 

Barley 88,440,000 Bu. 1984 

All Dry Beans 4,277,000 Cwt. 1981 

All Hay 5,588,000 Ton 2008 

   Alfalfa 4,972,000 Ton 2008 

   Other 897,000 Ton 1983 

Potatoes 152,320,000 Cwt. 2000 

Sugarbeets 6,588,000 Ton 2015 

All Wheat 119,200,000 Bu. 1996 

   Spring 52,080,000 Bu. 2011 

   Winter 69,000,000 Bu. 1990 

Field Crop Summary: 2015 

Crop 

Harv. 

Acres Production Unit 

(1,000) (1,000) 

Barley 550 53,350 Bu. 

Corn for Grain 70 14,490 Bu. 

Corn for Silage 205 5,945 Ton 

All Dry Beans 119 2,141 Cwt. 

All Hay 1,330 4,860 Ton 

   Alfalfa 1,000 4,200 Ton 

   Other 330 660 Ton 

Hops 4.9 8,725 Lb. 

Peppermint 15.2 1,596 Lb. 

Spearmint 1.3 189 Lb. 

Oats 15 1,290 Bu. 

All Potatoes 324 130,320 Cwt. 

Sugarbeets 172 6,588 Ton 

All Wheat 1,200 87,850 Bu. 

   Spring 425 29,750 Bu. 

   Winter 700 57,400 Bu. 
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Percent of Census Farm Operators by 

Age: 2007 (red) and 2012 (blue) 1/
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Farms by Size: 2012 Census

Inventory: January 1, 2016 

Species Head 

All Cattle & Calves 2,400,000 

   All Cows that have Calved 1,100,000 

      Beef Cows that have Calved 513,000 

      Milk Cows that have Calved 587,000 

   Heifers 500 Pounds and over 650,000 

      For Beef Cow Replacement 140,000 

      For Milk Cow Replacement 320,000 

      Other Heifers 190,000 

   Steers 500 Pounds and Over 290,000 

   Bulls 500 Pounds and Over 40,000 

   Calves Under 500 Pounds 320,000 

All Sheep & Lambs 255,000 

   Breeding Sheep & Lambs 185,000 

1/ Percents do not add due to rounding.  

(Acres) 


