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CROPS
The 2002 planting season for corn started early in many areas of the state during mid-April, but rains across the state, especially the
south, slowed planting during much of May.  Corn planting, which continued into June for most farmers in southern Illinois,  was finally
complete  after 11.2  million  acres were planted.   Corn harvest began in late September and continued with little interruption through
October with 11.0 million acres harvested for grain by mid-November.  The value of the 2002 corn crop was 3.59 billion dollars, seven
percent above the 2001 crop as the result of higher prices.

Planting of soybeans got off to a slow start, running about two weeks behind normal.  By mid-May, only ten percent of the crop had been
planted and by the first of June, only half was in the ground.  The soybean acreage of 10.6 million was mostly planted by the middle of
June.   The lateness of the crop delayed harvesting about ten to 14 days.  Ideal harvesting conditions existed during the month of
October with below normal temperatures and only occasional light rains.  The soybean crop value was 2.47 billion dollars, up 14 percent
from the previous year.

Total planted acres of sorghum was 80 thousand, unchanged from the previous year and the value of production was 17 million dollars.
A total of 65 thousand acres of oats were seeded in 2002, up eight percent from 2001.  The value of production for oats was 6.2 million
dollars.  Acreage seeded to winter wheat in the fall of 2001 was 680 thousand, down nine percent from the 750 thousand acres seeded
in 2000.  The winter wheat crop value totaled 97.1 million dollars, down 11 percent from the previous year.  Hay acreage harvested
totaled 800 thousand, the same as the previous year and produced a value down 12 percent from 2001 to 205 million dollars.

CROPS: Record highs through 2002, Illinois

Crops Unit Date series
began

Acres harvested Yield per acre Production
Year Acres Year Yield Year Production

Thousands Thousands

Corn for
grain

Bushels 1924 1976 11,590 1994 156 1994 1,786,200

Soybeans Bushels 1919 2001 10,620 1994 45.5 2001 477,900

Sorghum
for grain Bushels 1931 1985 470 2001 105 1985 36,190

Wheat Bushels 1866 1919 4,103 1997/2001 61 1989 105,020

Oats Bushels 1866 1925 4,855 1989/2001 80 1917 207,000

All hay Tons 1912 1940 3,523 1990 3.72 1956 5,065


