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CORN planting was reported as being about
3% complete by April 19, compared with
none last year, and 4% for the 5-year aver-
age (1976-80). Wet field conditions over
portions of the State slowed planting pro-
gress.

WINTER WHEAT was reported as 26% excellent,
71% good, and 3% fair.

ALFALFA was reported as 15% excellent, TT%
good, and 8% fair as of April 17.

PASTURES on April 17 were reported as 11%
excellent, 65% gocd, and 24% fair. Pas-
a®~res, on April 19, were supplying about
' # of the livestock roughage requirements,
compared with 28% last year and the S-year
average of 41%.

SOIL MOISTURE was reported as 33% short,
62% adequate and 5% surplus as of April 17.

For the week ending April 17, an average of
2.75 DAYS was SUITABLE for FIELDWORK.

MAIN ACTIVITIES include soil preparation,
seeding corn, applying fertilizer, spreading
manure, machinery repair, and general chores.

CHAMPAIGN SOIL MOISTURE

S0il moisture is routinely measured each
week by the Illinois State Water Survey at
a site near Champaign. As of April 1L, the
uppermost 6 ft. of bare soil contained about
60% of the total potential plant available
moisture. This represented & significant
increase over the week before, due to 2.91
inches of precipitation which fell during
the T-day interim. Of the 2.91 inches,
¥y about 0.T9 inches (27% of the precipi-
;ion) entered the soil, the remainder
veing lost to runoff and evaporation. Soil
moisture measurements are expected to be
available for additional locations in the
State beginning in May. ‘

WEATHER

TEMPERATURES for the period of April 13-19 averaged

3 to 8 degrees above normal as a warm period continued

over the State for the fourth straight week. Maximum
readings climbed into the 80 over the State. A cool
period developed in the North at the end of the week,

- when maximum temperatures only climbed into the 50's

and minimum temperatures dropped near the freezing
mark.

PRECIPITATION was heavy in most areas, as the northern
thitd of the State received from .40 to 1 inch, and the
South received from 1 to 2 inches. Some southern areas
recorded more than 1 inch during a 24-hour period on the
19th.

The OUTLOOK for the period of April 21 tlwough April 27

is for temperatures and precipitationto be below norm.al.
" The Exten%ea Outlook irom %pril T5 through May 15 is for

temperatures to be near normal in the North and above nor-
mal in the South. Precipitation is expected to be above
normal,

MARCH WEATHER SUMMARY

Average monthly TEMPERATURES were 2 to 3 degrees

above normal in many sections of the State. However,

the Central and the East-Southeast Districts were 1 degree

below normal and the Southeast District was normal,

The South-Southeast recorded the largest above normal

variation (6.3 degrees above normal), while the Ceniral

District had the largest below normal variation (0.9 degrees

below normal). The month started with slightly below nor-

mal temperatures in the North, and above normal readings

in the South. The warm trend continued through the second

week, sending maximum readings into the 60's, A cool

Eeriod during the third week sent minimum temperatures
elow the 20 degree mark. By the end of the month tempera-

tures were again above normal with maximum readings reach-

ing the upper 70's in the South,

PRECIPITATION was 1 to 2 inches below normal in every
district, with the Southwest recording the largest below nor-
mal variation. This was the fifth out of the last six months
that most of Illinois was below normal in precipitation.
Precipitation was light in the North during the first three
weeks. The South received from .60 of an inch to more
than an inch during the first week and moderate amounts
during the second week. In the third week, the only area
recelving moderate rainfall was the extreme Southeast.

As much as .60 of an inch of rain fell in the North during
the last week, while some southern areas recorded more
than 1 inch in a 24-hour period.

On the 10th, 1 to 2 inches of snow fell on the northern and
central sections and on the 20th, a trace of snow fell over
the same areas.

ILLINOIS CROP REPORTING DISTRICT SUMMARY

Days suitable for W NE W c E WSW ESE SW  SE STATE
fieldwork: (week
ending April 17) 20 1.5 1.0 1.5 0.5 1.5 3.5 5.5 6.0 2.75
Soil Moisture %:
(as of April 17) Short 10 == - —= - 45 60 70 100 33
ae Adequate] 90 100 75 B85 100 55 L4 30  -- 62
Surplug | == == 25 15 o0 oo ce e - 5

Illinois Weather & Crops (ISSN: 0273-8635) is published weekly April-November, monthly December=March by the Iiti epart-
ment of Agticulture, Illinois Cooperative Crop Repotting Service, Room 218, Federal nuiyldlng. GO East }:10nr¥x:."'3pri:1|§}ii:‘.l|c:t plal:l

62701. This publication Is free upon request to the above address. P : 3
Springfieid, IE orry p qu Vv ress. Postmaster: Scnd Chanpe of Address Form 3579 to P. O. Box 429,

-OVER-



Illinois Cooperative
Crop Reporting Service
P.0. Box 429 :
Springfield, IL 62705

% .inoils Weather & Crops
April 20, 1981

Second~-Class 5Bstage
Paid at Springfield,
Illinois

ILLINOIS WEATHER

PRELIMINARY DISTRICT PRECIPITATION AVERAGES AND DEPARTURES FROM NORMAL IN INCHES

NW NE W C E WSW ESE SW SE
March 0.64 0.63 0,98 1.16 0.66 1.69 1.37 1.51 2.09
Departure -1.79 -1,98 -1.81 -1.59 -2,05 ~1.22 -2.03 -2.59 -2.30
MONTHLY AND WEEKLY TEMPERATURE DEPARTURES IN DEGREES PRECIPITATION:
Mar.30 Apr.6- Apr.l13- First flgure--i:urrem week, 4/10-16
Jan, Feb, Mar., Apr.5 12 19 Parentheses- -previous week
Asterisk--Friday -Sunday
Chicago T T T t N B SN L) N i 11—
Moline +1 +2 +2 +10 48 +3  1.0201.22) Rockford 56 (195"
Springfield -1 42  +5  +15 412 47 noact LolChitage G tHare
So. Central -3 +2 +1 +11 +10 +7 *loge 1,11 (1,35)
pexald .+ 14° .
April 17 April 20 *
Temperaiures Growing Depree Days® hl}:l(‘.l:;;) 13 1.54(.21)
STATION : : ; urrent:*3-yr.,: : . . Jotlet
:mum :mum ;  age : week :avg.: 1980 : 1981
Dubuque, 1A == == == :_ 40 Moline M"‘gg“ 3.36 (. 46)
Moline T 1630 55 5195 99 189 3-%35-12) (.39) -
Rockford T 15 4 52 74 75 1@l 11 Kank3kee
Cﬁrc_d'ﬂ?_'zago e: 11 33 55 54 76 78 183 Joobhrg + 76 (M)
Quincy : 83 a3 61 65 122 105 293 Fo Fontfac
N~=awr 80 34 60 : 64 110 86__ 212 M (. 45) Peoria M (.55)
i 13 92 58 : 56 101 81 902 2.6Y (1.07)
( Teld 85 3 84 : 72 126 1019254 ccnd .50°
& 84 66 75 : 118 209 164 _ 318 Macon Bloteington
St. Louls - - s 166135 302 3,71 (. 46) M(.82) | woopestone
* Totals are accumulated from April 1, . M (1.57)
Magon City .
M ('44) Urbana
o .89
: 8570, 01 pleat M5
ACCUMULATED PRECIPITATION .93 . 1. 7211
‘lﬂChQS) springfield , 71 . l’axl‘n
LEGEND: Normal | Actual 2.20(.81) M (1.05)
1.05¢ .
Jan. 1-Apr.30 Jan.1-Apr. 16 Gaghinvitle '&'1"';5)
1.62 (.16) .
Effingham
.60 (.94) °
Newton
- 14.3  15.2 15, s .37(.59)
12.3 79'”. .50 (il.l'llg)“ "sﬁl‘?e's— “t,chu;l
0.6 100 10.5 105 10.6 " (-2l M(.21
10 . . I i I 10
1.5 8.0 Chester Hctca:uboro
6.9 . 6.5 M (.53) .23 (M)
5,8 caxboedale shauneegg
| : 6 .02 (.55) |M(.55)
I o Catro
L .50(.86)e
W C E WSW ESE Sw SE .sg& ) .
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