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CROPS

Corn planting progressed rapidly in the Central and Northern portions of
the state last week with some farmers finishing corn planting. virtually no
planting progress was made last week in the Southwest and Southeast Districts
as rains and wet fields kept farmers out of the fields. Growth of small grains
and alfalfa has been slowed by cool temperatures and would greatly benefit from
a return to warmer temperatures. Weevils are becoming more prominent in alfalfa
fields and have been reported in all areas of the state. The main farm
activities last week were planting row crops, applying pesticides, spraying
alfalfa fields, and tending livestock. For the week of April 28 - May 4, there
was an average of three and one-quarter days suitable for fieldwork.

CORN planting, as of May 6, was 49% complete, compared to 58% last year
and the 5-year average of 72%.

SOYBEAN planting, as of May 6, was 5% complete, compared to 8% last year
and the average of 15%.

WINTER WHEAT condition, as of May 4, was reported as 6% excellent, 74% good
and 20% fair. By May 6, 6% of the acreage was headed, compared to 7% last year
and the average of 16%.

OAT condition, as of May 4, was reported as 4% excellent, 84% good, and 12%

fair. oat seeding, as of May 6, was 95% complete compared to 99% for both last
year and the average.

SORGHUM planting, as of May 6, had just begun, compared to 5% last year and
the average of 7%.

ALFALFA HAY condition, as of May 4, was reported as 4% excellent, 64% good,
23% fair and 9% poor. cutting of the first crop alfalfa hay was 1% complete by
May 6, compared to 4% for both last year and the average.

PASTURE condition, as of May 4, was reported as 8% excellent, 78% good and

143 fair. By May 6, pastures were supplying 67% of the livestock roughage
requirements, compared to 73% last year and the average of 75%.

SOIL MOISTURE, as of May 4, was reported as 8% short, 57% adequate, and
35% surplus.
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Northwest : 45 4.5 . 25 75 0
Northeast H 60 5.5 0 100 0
West : 50 3.5 20 : 75 5
Central : 80 4.5 0 - 100 ' 0
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WEATHER

AVERAGE HIGH TEMPERATURES FROM THE UPPER 50'S NORTH TO THE UPPER 60‘S IN
THE SOUTH WERE 5 TO 10 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL FOR THE PERIOD. AVERAGE LOWS RANGED
FROM THE UPPER 30'S TO AROUND 50 DEGREES, FALLING 3 TO 6 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL
IN THE NORTH AND WITHIN A COUPLE OF DEGREES OF NORMAL IN THE SOUTH.

AT THE EXTREMES, TEMPERATURES RANGED FROM REPORTS OF A HIGH OF 79 AT DIXON
SPRINGS ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE PERIOD TO A LOW OF 31 AT ELIZABETH ON WEDNESDAY
MORNING.

BASE 50 GROWING DEGREE DAY ACCUMULATIONS RANGED FROM AROUND 40 NORTH TO NEAR
80 IN THE SOUTH. THAT IS BELOW NORMAL BY 10 TO 20 IN MOST SECTIONS FOR THIS
WEEK.

PRECIPITATION TOTALS EXCEEDED AN INCH IN MOST SECTIONS WITH OVER TWO INCHES
REPORTED AT PERU, LAWRENCEVILLE AND MONMOUTH AND OVER THREE INCHES AT MOLINE.

THE EXTENDED FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY THRU FRIDAY CALLS FOR A CHANCE OF
THUNDERSHOWERS WEDNESDAY, THEN FAIR AND COOL LATE IN THE WEEK WITH HIGHS BACK
INTO THE 60°'S AND LOWS FROM THE MID 40’S TO THE MID 50's.

s Temperatures : Precipitation :Growing Degree Days(50F)
Location :Maxi-:Mini-:Depar-:Curr.:Since: Departure :Curr.:Since :Departure
: mam : mum : ture :week :May l:since May l:week : May l:since May 1
ELIZABETH 60 37 -7 1.09 1.09 0.16 40 40 -24
ROCKFORD 59 41 -4 1.83 1.83 0.93 37 37 =20
CHICAGO 61 43 -2 1.76 1.76 1.00 42 42 -14
CHI BOTANICAL 56 40 -8 1.89 1.89 8.00 25 25 -32
ELWOOD 61 41 -3 1.71 1.71 0.83 47 47 -11
WATSEKA 61 40 -6 0.73 0.73 -0.25 42 42 =24
PERU 59 44 -6 2.08 2.08 7.00 40 40 -31
MOLINE 60 43 -5 3.35 3.35 9.00 41 41 -24
PEORIA 60 43 -5 1.31 1.31 0.42 40 40 -26
KILBOURNE 62 43 -6 1.67 1.67 0.70 45 45 -32
MONMOUTH 59 42 -7 2.32 2.32 5.00 37 37 -35
QUINCY 60 44 -6 1.26 1.26 0.29 40 40 -28
PERRY 61 42 -8 1.77 1.77 0.84 45 45 -33
SPRINGFIELD 62 45 =5 1.50 1.50 0.68 47 47 =25
URBANA 64 49 -1 1.26 1.26 0.42 61 61 -8
WINDSOR 65 46 -4 1.35 1.35 0.46 56 56 -19
TERRE HAUTE 65 43 -4 1.46 1.46 0.56 57 57 -14
ST LOUIS 67 S1 NA 1.26 1.26 NA 73 73 NA
BELLEVILLE 67 51 -2 0.73 0.73 -0.13 76 76 -7
BROWNSTOWN 64 48 -4 1.77 1.77 0.80 59 59 =21
IUKA 66 46 -5 1.32 1.32 0.46 62 62 -19
LAWRENCEVILLE 67 44 NA 1.68 1.68 NA 64 64 NA
VINCENNES 65 46 -4 2.16 2.16 1.00 58 58 =21
DIXON SPRINGS 71 51 -2 1.53 1.53 0.50 89 89 -10
PADUCAH 69 51 -3 1.32 1.32 0.30 78 78 -21
OLIVE BRANCH 69 51 -2 0.99 0.99 -0.09 83 83 -8
CARBONDALE 68 48 -4 1.39 1.39 0.43 68 68 =21
C GIRARDEAU 69 53 NA 1.17 1.17 NA 82 82 NA

Information above provided by Midwest Agricultural Weather Service Center
Purdue University, West LaFayette, Indiana 47907
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