ILLINOIS am% AGRICULTURAL

k STATISTICS SERVICE
W W EA T H E R w& ll:iz;“l;o(:; 1179);‘:;:4 Szi;l;ingﬁeld. IL 62794.9283
& C R O PS %? U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

RELEASED; April 24, 199§ 3 p.M,, CDT
VOL. 16, NO. 7

CROPS

Field work was again limited last week due to rain and cold temperatures. Farmers in
the north were preparing equipment, seeding oats, hauling grain and monitoring the health
of spring calves while farmers in the south were applying fertilizer and herbicides,
seeding set aside acres, and completing secondary tillage. Corn planting was mostly in
areas of Central and Southern Illinois. Soil temperatures remained ccol last week which
prevented most from planting corn. There was an average of 1.6 days suitable for field
work during the week of April 15-21. This varied from one day in northern districts to
three days in southern districts. Soil moisture was reported to be surplus in many areas
of the state after last weeks rains. State wide, topsoil moisture supply was rated 31
percent surplus, 66 percent adequate and three percent short as of April 21.

Five percent of the CORN crop had been planted by April 23, compared to six percent
(¢M~last year and the 5-year average of eight percent.

Seeding of OATS was 55 percent complete by April 23, compared to 90 percent last year
and the five-year average of 67 percent.

Condition of the WHEAT crop, as of April 21, was 28 percent excellent, 65 percent
good, six percent fair and one percent poor.

ALFALFA was rated 13 percent excellent, 63 percent good, 23 percent fair, and one
percent pcor on April 21.

Condition of PASTURES on April 21 was 13 percent excellent, 69 percent good, 16
percent fair and two percent poor.
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Soil Moisture Supply
April 21, 1995



ILLINOIS DISTRICT SUMMARY
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: : Soil Moisture
District 2 Days Suitable : Percent
s For Fieldwork :e--cccccciecccnaenciececncanracccccaccennsccaccccccccnnnnn
Very Short Short Adequate Surplus
: April 15-21 As of April 21
Northwest : 1.0 0 0 70 30
Northeast : 1.5 0 0 75 25
West : 0.5 0 0 1) 45
Central 1.0 0 0 60 40
Bast : 1.0 0 0 60 40
W Southwest 1.5 0 5 75 20
B Southeast 2.0 o] 5 65 30
Southwest : 3.0 0 10 75 15
Southeast 3.0 0 10 58 35
State 1.6 0 3 66 31
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WEATHER SUMMARY

A couple of low pressure systems passed by during the period keeping rain
in the forecast fairly often. It also limited sunshine on some days as
temperatures averaged 1 to 6 degrees cooler than normal over north and much of
central Illinois. Only northern Illinois saw temperatures get down around
freezing, however. Average high temperatures for the week ranged from the 50s
in the far north to the low 70s in the far south. Average lows were mostly in
the 408 but ranged from the 30s in the far north to low 508 in the southern tip.

Precipitation was widespread with most areas getting wet at some time or
another. Much of the southern half of Illinois received over 1 inch with over
2 or 3 inches fairly common in the south. Northern Illinois generally saw 0.50
to nearly 1 inch.

The forecast for Wednesday through Friday, April 26-28, calls for cool
weather with highs in the 508 or 60s and overnight lows in the 30s or 40s. Rain
is possible Wednesday and Thursday, but Friday looks dry.

Week ending 8 A.M. Monday, April 24, 1995
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Temperatures : Preci- : Growing Soil Temperature

Location :Maxi-:Mini-:Depar-: pita- : Degree : 4" Bare
:mum : mum : ture : tion : Days : Maximum : Minimum

Elizabeth 57 32 -5 0.70 28 52 46
Rockford 58 41 0 0.92 33 53 43
Chicago 57 41 -1 0.64 29 N/A N/A
Chi Botanical 56 38 ] 0.68 23 52 44
Watseka 61 41 -1 0.93 39 57 48
Pexru 59 38 -3 0.48 34 56 45
Moline 59 41 -3 0.71 33 N/A N/A
Peoria 60 41 -3 0.87 37 58 49
Monmouth 59 39 -6 0.65 34 57 47
Quincy 58 43 -5 0.29 35 N/A N/A
Perry 61 42 -4 1.24 41 60 42
Springfield 63 47 -1 1.52 1] 56 53
Urbana 62 43 -2 1.40 45 58 51
Windsor 66 46 0 2.96 67 64 57
Terre Haute 65 45 1 2.42 61 64 54
St. Louis 65 49 N/A 1.56 63 N/A N/A
Belleville 68 49 1 2.36 71 63 54
Brownstown 63 44 -2 1.89 54 64 57
Iuka 66 44 -2 2.32 61 56 53
Lawrenceville 67 46 0 2.74 68 N/A N/A
Vincennes 69 45 2 2.92 72 64 53
Dixon Springs 70 49 1 3.01 78 67 56
Paducah 72 52 2 3.68 91 70 63
Olive Branch 73 52 4 4.87 97 71 56
Carbondale 68 47 0 2.94 71 N/A N/A
C Girardeau 70 S1 N/A 2.02 82 N/A N/A

Summary provided by Illinois State Water Survey
Champaign, Illinois 61820
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CROP PROGRESS INFORMATION in this report is provided voluntarily by
local area officials of Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service,
Extension Service, Soil Conservation Service, Farm Business
Farm Management field staff, and agribusiness managers.
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