
          

United States Department of Agriculture 
   National Agricultural Statistics Service 

HEARTLAND REGION – ILLINOIS FIELD OFFICE 
801 Sangamon Ave, Rm 62 | Springfield, Illinois 62702 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                  

 

 

Contact: Mark Schleusener 314-681-3315 

nassrfohlr@usda.gov  

 

USDA-NASS to Forecast Winter Wheat Yields 

 

Springfield, IL – In March, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 

Service (NASS) surveyed producers and published an estimate of 780,000 acres of wheat 

planted in Illinois. Beginning May 10, and continuing through mid-August, NASS will publish a 

series of monthly crop reports that forecast the average wheat yield per acre in the state. 

Questionnaires will be mailed to producers in late April for the May Crop Production report.  

 

 “These monthly reports are used by farmers and the entire wheat industry,” said Mark 

Schleusener, Illinois State Statistician, “and they rely solely on participation and response from 

Illinois producers.” NASS encourages farmers to respond online at www.agcounts.usda.gov, or 

by mail. Prompt response helps reduce costs and save taxpayer dollars.  

 

 Beginning in June, 

additional information for 

the monthly forecasts will 

come from observations 

of plant growth and 

development in randomly 

selected fields across 

Illinois. “This data set, 

collected directly from 

wheat fields, will help 

augment data collected 

from farmers,” Mr. 

Schleusener explained.  

 

The results of this survey will be kept confidential and will be available in aggregate form 

only, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified, as required by federal 

law. Results will be published in a series of monthly Crop Production reports, the first to be 

released on May 10, 2024. 

For assistance with the survey, or for more information, contact the NASS Heartland 

Regional Field Office at (800) 551-1014 or nassrfohlr@usda.gov. 

 
### 

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing 

timely, accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

64 67 67 65
74 76

66 67 68
79 79

87

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

B
u

sh
e

ls
 p

e
r 

ac
re

Illinois Wheat Yields
Source:  USDA - NASS

9/29/2023

mailto:nassrfohlr@usda.gov
www.agcounts.usda.gov
mailto:nassrfohlr@usda.gov

