
  

 Media Contact: Greg Matli ∙ 765-494-8371 
 
 3001 Coolidge Rd., Suite 400 ∙ East Lansing, MI  48823  
 (517) 324-5300 ∙ (855) 270-2709 FAX   ∙  www.nass.usda.gov 
 
  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Great Lakes Region 
 

 

 

NR-19-37 News Release August 5, 2019   
 

Farm Production Expenditures Down More than 1 Percent 

 

Farm production expenditures in the United States were $354.0 billion for 2018, down from $357.8 billion in 2017. The 2018 

total farm production expenditures are down 1.1 percent compared with 2017 total farm production expenditures. All but seven 

expenditure items showed a decrease from the previous year. 

 

The four largest expenditures at the United States level total $178.1 billion and account for 50.3 percent of total expenditures in 

2018. These include feed, 15.2 percent, farm services, 12.5 percent, livestock, poultry and related expenses, 13.1 percent, and 

labor, 9.6 percent. 

 

In 2018, the United States total farm expenditure average per farm is $175,169, down 0.4 percent from $175,935 in 2017. On 

average, United States farm operations spent $26,622 on feed, $22,911 on livestock, poultry and related expenses, $21,822 on 

farm services, and $16,775 on labor. For 2017, United States farms spent an average of $26,798 on feed, $21,193 on farm services, 

$20,455 on livestock, poultry, and related expenses, and $17,702 on labor. 

 

The United States economic sales class contributing most to the 2018 United States total expenditures is the $1,000,000 - 

$4,999,999 class, with expenses of $113.3 billion, (32.0 percent of the United States total), down 2.2 percent from the 2017 level 

of $115.9 billion. The next highest is the $5,000,000 and over class with $92.5 billion, up from $91.2 billion in 2017. 

 

The Midwest region, which includes Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin contributed 

the most to United States total expenditures with expenses of $104.7 billion (29.6 percent), down from $107.8 billion in 2017. 

Other regions, ranked by total expenditures, are the Plains at $91.7 billion (25.9 percent), West at $76.2 billion (21.5 percent), 

Atlantic at $45.0 billion (12.7 percent), and South at $36.3 billion (10.3 percent). The Midwest decreased $3.1 billion from 2017, 

which is the largest regional decrease. 

 

For further information on USDA farm expenditures, please visit http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_Subject/index.php. 


