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          2007 Iowa Crop Summary 
 
The 2007 crop season began with cold conditions in 
early April which resulted in very few days suitable 
for fieldwork.  However, after the first two weeks, the 
temperatures began to rise and Iowa farmers began 
to see the fast paced onset of fieldwork, especially 
corn planting.  Rain during the last week of April was 
welcomed by those with planted corn, but limited the 
number of days suitable for fieldwork.  By the end of 
April, 73 percent of oats had been planted and only 
14 percent of corn had been planted. 
 
May began with even more wet conditions and 
farmers were forced to wait for drier weather.  The 
middle through the end of the month brought drier, 
warmer weather.  Most farmers throughout the state 
spent a significant amount of time in the field 
planting corn and soybeans, with the exception of 
south central farmers who were still dealing with wet 
fields.  At the end of May, 87 percent of soybeans 
had been planted and 47 percent had emerged.  
Corn planting was finished and was 86 percent 
emerged.  Also, the first alfalfa hay cutting was just 
underway and 10 percent had been harvested. 
 
The beginning of June brought heavy rain across 
many parts of the state which led to very few days 
suitable for fieldwork.  Over one-third of the state 
had a surplus in topsoil moisture after the first week.  
The second week of the month brought dry, 
seasonable temperatures, allowing farmers to get 
back in the fields.  The following week continued the 
previous week’s pattern of warmer weather.  Strong 
winds dried the topsoil significantly and one-third of 
the state had short or very short topsoil moisture, a 
drastic swing from two weeks prior.  June brought 
widespread rain across the state which boosted soil 
moisture.  In addition, soybeans were just beginning 
to bloom throughout the state.  Drier weather 
prevailed the final week of June. Despite June being 
a relatively dry month, most crops were still in good 
to excellent condition due to sufficient moisture 
earlier in the month.  By June’s end, the first cutting 
of hay was wrapped up and the second cutting was 
10 percent complete.  Oats were done heading and 
36 percent were turning color.  Corn was 5 percent 
tasseled.  
 
The pattern of dry, hot weather continued into July.  
Most parts of the state didn’t receive any rain the 
first two weeks.  The third and fourth week brought 
scattered rainfall throughout the state.  East central 
Iowa experienced the heavest rain leaving them with 
93 percent adequate topsoil moisture.  In contrast, 
northwest Iowa experienced no significant rainfall, 
leaving that  
 
 
 
 
 

 
part of the state with 46 percent of the topsoil being 
very short on moisture.  By the end of the month, 61 
percent of the states soybeans were already setting 
pods.  Corn crop development was ahead of normal 
as 98 percent had tasseled and 90 percent had 
silked.  The oat harvest was 70 percent complete 
and 10 percent of the alfalfa crop had been 
harvested a third time. 
 
In early August, soybeans were beginning to be 
affected by large populations of aphids.  Rain was 
welcomed across the state during the last three 
weeks of the month.  By the end of August all 
districts had at least 75 percent adequate or surplus 
topsoil moisture.  Rain came at a very crucial time 
and helped corn ears and soybean pods fill.  By the 
end of August, soybean leaves were beginning to 
turn color and 58 percent of the corn was in or past 
the dent stage.  Harvest of the third alfalfa crop had 
fallen behind due to the rains received during the 
month. 
 
Early September brought above normal 
temperatures, followed by below normal 
temperatures mid-way through the month.  A 
majority of the state experienced their first frost of 
the season on the September 15th.  Most crops were 
safe from the frost and their maturation was 
accelerated as a result.  Harvest was in full swing 
the last week of September until farmers were 
chased out of the field by heavy rains.  Soybean 
harvest was 35 percent complete while corn harvest 
was 13 percent complete, both above normal. 
 
The month of October was not a very productive 
harvest month.  Wet conditions limited farmers 
harvest the first three weeks of October.  Very few 
days were suitable for field work.  Finally, the last 
week of October brought drier weather and farmers 
returned to the fields.  By months end, 88 percent of 
the soybean crop had been harvested and 63 
percent of the corn crop had been harvested, both 
below normal.  Fertilizer application was 15 percent 
complete across the state. 
 
As November began, harvest was still in full swing. 
By the second week, the northern half of the state 
was wrapping up their harvest while the southern 
half was still focused on completing their harvest.  
The first winter storm dumped 2-5 inches of snow 
across the state towards the end of November.  
Overall, precipitation in 2007 totaled 43.35 inches 
and was the 4th wettest year in 135 years of state 
records.   
 


