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Message from the Director 

National Agricultural Statistics Service 

 Iowa Field Office 

 

The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, Iowa Field Office is pleased to 
collaborate with the Iowa Farm Bureau to 
provide you  the latest edition of the Iowa 
Agricultural Statistics*.  This statistical 
profile of Iowa’s agriculture not only 
includes state level information but also 
includes information for every Iowa county. 
 
Enclosed you will find many interesting 
statistics about Iowa’s vibrant and dynamic 
agricultural industry.  I would like to 
highlight the fact that in the 2008 ranking of 
states, Iowa ranked number one in: 

 Corn Production 

 Soybean Production 

 Hogs & Pigs inventory & value 

 Commercial hog slaughter 

 Egg production 

 Capacity of on-farm grain storage 

 Capacity of commercial grain 
facilities 

 Harvested acreage of principal crops 

 Value of Field and Miscellaneous 
crops  

 
 

 

 
Iowa is ranked number two in: 

 Principal crops total value 

 Sows that farrowed 

 Pig crop inventory 

 Red meat production 
 
Only with the support of the entire 
agricultural industry is the publication and 
dissemination of agricultural statistics 
possible.  I want to thank the Iowa farmers 
who completed their questionnaires on 
inventories and production, the buyers and 
processors who graciously provided data 
on their inventories and purchases, as well 
as all those who supplied analyses that 
made the Iowa Agricultural Statistics 
possible.  It is only with your assistance that 
NASS is able to complete its mission of 
providing timely, accurate, and useful 
statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.   

Thank you for your support and interest in 
Iowa agriculture.  The Iowa Field Office 
staff is dedicated to meeting the agricultural 
data needs of all users.  Please contact us 
anytime with your questions, comments, 
and requests for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg A. Thessen, Director 
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Iowa Precipitation, 2008 
Monthly and Annual Averages and Departures From Normal By District 

DISTRICT JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC ANNUAL 

   
AVERAGE PRECIPITATION (INCHES) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              

Northwest 0.47 0.69 1.11 2.80 5.03 5.53 3.66 1.71 2.78 4.57 1.00 1.45 30.80 

N Central 0.72 1.10 0.83 6.25 4.99 9.48 4.48 2.20 2.07 3.03 2.39 1.84 39.38 

Northeast 1.10 2.06 1.14 9.24 5.89 9.97 5.35 2.22 2.77 1.78 1.67 2.51 45.70 
                

W Central 0.56 0.91 1.02 4.34 6.56 7.59 5.06 1.72 3.39 5.04 1.70 1.21 39.10 

Central 0.62 1.87 1.17 7.05 6.87 10.40 7.74 2.22 3.74 3.05 2.40 1.80 48.93 

E Central 0.99 3.32 1.50 6.98 6.18 7.85 6.40 3.00 5.62 2.02 1.47 2.91 48.24 
                

Southwest 0.32 0.79 1.71 4.52 6.60 13.15 4.17 0.94 4.55 4.64 1.63 1.23 44.25 

S Central 0.68 2.26 1.43 5.73 5.32 10.30 10.77 1.38 6.38 3.68 2.36 2.22 52.51 

Southeast 0.82 3.39 1.63 6.01 4.84 7.92 5.85 2.28 8.76 2.17 1.37 3.03 48.07 
                

State 0.70 1.78 1.26 5.89 5.84 9.01 5.92 1.98 4.30 3.35 1.78 2.00 43.81 

                            
DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL PRECIPITATION (INCHES)  
                 

Northwest -0.19 0.09 -0.86 -0.18 1.44 1.03 -0.14 -2.27 -0.01 2.48 -0.66 0.67 1.40 

N Central -0.18 0.30 -1.20 2.98 0.91 4.58 0.17 -2.16 -1.10 0.66 0.42 0.78 6.16 

Northeast 0.05 1.00 -0.94 5.77 1.88 5.30 1.14 -2.51 -0.59 -0.67 -0.67 1.19 10.95 
                 

W Central -0.25 0.12 -1.17 1.12 2.35 3.18 1.02 -1.94 0.15 2.64 -0.02 0.22 7.42 

Central -0.34 0.87 -1.03 3.75 2.56 5.28 3.45 -2.13 0.49 0.43 0.26 0.59 14.18 

E Central -0.19 2.09 -0.83 3.56 2.01 3.25 2.43 -1.54 2.17 -0.57 -1.00 1.25 12.63 
                 

Southwest -0.59 -0.20 -0.59 1.08 1.98 8.52 -0.63 -3.04 0.74 2.02 -0.48 0.10 8.91 

S Central -0.28 1.11 -0.85 2.17 0.67 5.75 6.09 -2.65 2.37 0.80 -0.04 0.91 16.05 

Southeast -0.43 2.07 -0.94 2.54 0.21 3.70 1.43 -1.75 4.87 -0.65 -1.34 1.24 10.95 
                 

State -0.25 0.80 -0.95 2.56 1.61 4.37 1.67 -2.21 0.89 0.83 -0.36 0.77 9.73 

*Normals based upon 1971-2000 period. 

 

 

Iowa Precipitation, Inches, 2008 

 

Iowa Precipitation, Departure 

from Normal, Inches, 2008 

Source:  State Climatologist, Iowa Dept. of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
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Departure Temperature

Iowa Temperatures, 2008 
 

Monthly and Annual Averages and Departures From Normal By District 

DISTRICT JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC ANNUAL 

   
TEMPERATURES (F)   
                

Northwest 12.5 13.5 28.9 43.3 56.7 68.1 73.1 69.7 62.3 49.5 34.5 14.2 43.9 

N Central 12.2 13.1 28.2 43.2 55.8 67.6 72.1 68.4 62.4 48.9 34.6 13.3 43.3 

Northeast 13.8 14.0 28.7 45.2 55.7 68.2 72.2 68.8 63.2 48.9 36.3 14.8 44.2 
                

W Central 15.6 17.1 32.6 44.2 57.5 69.5 73.8 70.4 63.0 50.8 36.6 17.3 45.7 

Central 15.7 16.1 31.6 45.6 57.5 69.5 73.3 69.8 63.6 50.9 37.0 17.0 45.6 

E Central 18.2 16.9 32.5 48.4 57.7 70.2 73.3 70.3 64.7 51.1 38.5 18.6 46.7 
                

Southwest 19.2 20.5 35.8 46.3 59.5 71.4 75.3 72.4 64.6 53.0 39.2 21.5 48.2 

S Central 18.9 18.2 35.0 46.7 58.5 70.2 73.3 70.8 63.8 52.0 38.8 20.9 47.3 

Southeast 22.9 21.0 37.3 49.9 59.5 72.0 74.4 71.8 65.6 53.3 40.2 22.6 49.2 
                

State 16.3 16.5 32.0 45.7 57.5 69.5 73.4 70.2 63.6 50.8 37.1 17.5 45.8 

                            

DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL TEMPERATURE (F)  
                 

Northwest -2.0 -7.8 -4.2 -3.1 -2.3 -0.5 0.6 -0.2 1.2 0.7 2.1 -4.9 -1.7 

N Central -1.9 -7.7 -4.9 -3.2 -3.4 -1.1 -0.2 -1.2 1.2 -0.3 1.7 -5.7 -2.2 

Northeast -1.5 -7.7 -5.1 -1.6 -3.2 -0.1 0.1 -1.0 1.9 -0.6 2.0 -6.1 -1.9 
                 

W Central -2.7 -7.5 -3.7 -4.7 -3.0 -0.7 -0.4 -1.3 -0.2 -0.3 1.4 -5.1 -2.4 

Central -1.9 -7.8 -4.3 -2.8 -2.5 0.0 -0.3 -1.2 0.9 0.5 1.4 -5.4 -2.0 

E Central -0.7 -8.0 -4.3 -0.7 -3.0 0.0 -0.8 -1.4 1.2 -0.7 1.6 -5.7 -1.9 
                 

Southwest -1.7 -6.6 -2.9 -4.2 -2.1 0.2 0.0 -0.5 0.0 0.3 1.7 -3.7 -1.6 

S Central -2.2 -8.9 -3.5 -3.6 -2.4 -0.1 -1.7 -1.9 -0.5 -0.5 0.8 -4.6 -2.4 

Southeast 1.2 -6.8 -1.9 -1.3 -2.7 0.5 -1.5 -1.7 0.3 -0.5 1.0 -4.1 -1.5 
                 

State -1.5 -7.7 -4.0 -2.8 -2.7 -0.3 -0.4 -1.1 0.7 -0.1 1.5 -5.1 -2.0 

*Normals based upon 1971-2000 period. 
Source:  State Climatologist, Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 

 

Iowa Monthly Temperatures and 

Departure from Monthly Normals (°F), 2008 
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Number of Farms, Land in Farms, and Average Farm Size, 
Iowa by County, 2007-2008 

1
 

County 
and 

District 

Number of Farms Land in Farms Average Farm Size 

2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

 Number Number Acres Acres Acres Acres 

Buena Vista 
Cherokee 
Clay 
Dickinson 
Emmet 
Lyon 
O'Brien 
Osceola 
Palo Alto 
Plymouth 
Pocahontas 
Sioux 
Northwest 
 
Butler 
Cerro Gordo 
Floyd 
Franklin 
Hancock 
Humboldt 
Kossuth 
Mitchell 
Winnebago 
Worth 
Wright 
North Central 
 
Allamakee 
Black Hawk 
Bremer 
Buchanan 
Chickasaw 
Clayton 
Delaware 
Dubuque 
Fayette 
Howard 
Winneshiek 
Northeast 
 
Audubon 
Calhoun 
Carroll 
Crawford 
Greene 
Guthrie 
Harrison 
Ida 
Monona 
Sac 
Shelby 
Woodbury 
West Central 
 
Boone 
Dallas 
Grundy 
Hamilton 
Hardin 
Jasper 
Marshall 
Polk 
Poweshiek 
Story 
Tama 
Webster 
Central 

920 
840 
800 
570 
530 

1,090 
990 
660 
850 

1,440 
800 

1,660 
11,150 

 
1,220 

840 
990 
920 
950 
630 

1,400 
890 
680 
680 
770 

9,970 
 

1,030 
940 

1,000 
1,170 
1,040 
1,650 
1,470 
1,480 
1,400 

880 
1,420 

13,480 
 

670 
840 
980 
850 
820 
990 
820 
630 
650 
800 
870 

1,150 
10,070 

 
920 
910 
800 
880 
940 

1,160 
930 
740 
940 

1,070 
1,210 
1,100 

11,600 

920 
840 
800 
560 
530 

1,090 
980 
660 
850 

1,440 
800 

1,660 
11,130 

 
1,210 

840 
990 
920 
950 
630 

1,390 
890 
680 
680 
770 

9,950 
 

1,030 
940 
990 

1,170 
1,030 
1,650 
1,470 
1,480 
1,400 

870 
1,420 

13,450 
 

670 
840 
980 
850 
820 
990 
810 
630 
640 
800 
870 

1,150 
10,050 

 
920 
900 
800 
880 
940 

1,160 
930 
730 
940 

1,070 
1,210 
1,100 

11,580 

363,000 
315,500 
328,500 
226,500 
250,500 
323,500 
346,000 
251,500 
354,000 
518,000 
363,000 
479,000 

4,119,000 
 

376,500 
337,000 
299,000 
367,000 
361,500 
270,500 
602,000 
294,500 
252,000 
232,000 
328,000 

3,720,000 
 

275,500 
282,500 
243,500 
361,000 
289,500 
409,500 
334,500 
311,500 
418,000 
279,000 
314,500 

3,519,000 
 

279,500 
360,000 
359,000 
433,000 
354,000 
355,500 
365,500 
273,000 
394,500 
364,000 
359,000 
446,000 

4,343,000 
 

332,500 
297,500 
316,500 
347,000 
339,500 
428,000 
324,500 
250,000 
313,500 
353,000 
431,500 
454,500 

4,188,000 

363,000 
315,500 
328,500 
226,500 
250,500 
323,500 
346,000 
251,500 
354,000 
518,000 
363,000 
479,000 

4,119,000 
 

376,500 
337,000 
299,000 
367,000 
361,500 
270,500 
602,000 
294,500 
252,000 
232,000 
328,000 

3,720,000 
 

275,500 
282,500 
243,500 
361,000 
289,500 
409,500 
334,500 
311,500 
418,000 
279,000 
314,500 

3,519,000 
 

279,500 
360,000 
359,000 
433,000 
354,000 
355,500 
365,500 
273,000 
394,500 
364,000 
359,000 
446,000 

4,343,000 
 

332,500 
297,500 
316,500 
347,000 
339,500 
428,000 
324,500 
250,000 
313,500 
353,000 
431,500 
454,500 

4,188,000 

395 
376 
411 
397 
473 
297 
349 
381 
416 
360 
454 
289 
369 

 
309 
401 
302 
399 
381 
429 
430 
331 
371 
341 
426 
373 

 
267 
301 
244 
309 
278 
248 
228 
210 
299 
317 
221 
261 

 
417 
429 
366 
509 
432 
359 
446 
433 
607 
455 
413 
388 
431 

 
361 
327 
396 
394 
361 
369 
349 
338 
334 
330 
357 
413 
361 

395 
376 
411 
404 
473 
297 
353 
381 
416 
360 
454 
289 
370 

 
311 
401 
302 
399 
381 
429 
433 
331 
371 
341 
426 
374 

 
267 
301 
246 
309 
281 
248 
228 
210 
299 
321 
221 
262 

 
417 
429 
366 
509 
432 
359 
451 
433 
616 
455 
413 
388 
432 

 
361 
331 
396 
394 
361 
369 
349 
342 
334 
330 
357 
413 
362 

See footnote(s) at end of table. --continued 
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Number of Farms, Land in Farms, and Average Farm Size, 
Iowa by County, 2007-2008 

1
 (continued) 

County 
and 

District 

Number of Farms Land in Farms Average Farm Size 

2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

 Number Number Acres Acres Acres Acres 

Benton 
Cedar 
Clinton 
Iowa 
Jackson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Linn 
Muscatine 
Scott 
East Central 
 
Adair 
Adams 
Cass 
Fremont 
Mills 
Montgomery 
Page 
Pottawattamie 
Taylor 
Southwest 
 
Appanoose 
Clarke 
Decatur 
Lucas 
Madison 
Marion 
Monroe 
Ringgold 
Union 
Warren 
Wayne 
South Central 
 
Davis 
Des Moines 
Henry 
Jefferson 
Keokuk 
Lee 
Louisa 
Mahaska 
Van Buren 
Wapello 
Washington 
Southeast 
 
State 

1,250 
1,040 
1,310 
1,140 
1,220 
1,290 
1,120 
1,410 

840 
860 

11,480 
 

760 
610 
760 
500 
510 
560 
790 

1,160 
780 

6,430 
 

730 
690 
740 
700 
960 
950 
660 
730 
680 

1,190 
810 

8,840 
 

910 
640 
880 
770 

1,160 
880 
700 

1,030 
810 
740 

1,260 
9,780 

 
92,800 

1,250 
1,030 
1,310 
1,140 
1,210 
1,290 
1,120 
1,410 

840 
850 

11,450 
 

760 
610 
760 
490 
510 
550 
790 

1,160 
780 

6,410 
 

730 
690 
730 
700 
950 
950 
660 
730 
680 

1,190 
810 

8,820 
 

910 
640 
880 
770 

1,160 
880 
700 

1,030 
800 
740 

1,250 
9,760 

 
92,600 

402,000 
337,500 
396,000 
345,500 
297,000 
321,500 
324,500 
336,000 
222,500 
249,500 

3,232,000 
 

312,500 
225,500 
318,500 
246,000 
197,500 
221,000 
271,500 
486,500 
283,000 

2,562,000 
 

198,500 
191,500 
229,000 
172,000 
284,000 
246,500 
201,500 
265,500 
215,000 
242,000 
273,500 

2,519,000 
 

219,000 
185,500 
240,000 
198,000 
319,000 
239,000 
186,500 
295,500 
222,000 
167,000 
326,500 

2,598,000 
 

30,800,000 

402,000 
337,500 
396,000 
345,500 
297,000 
321,500 
324,500 
336,000 
222,500 
249,500 

3,232,000 
 

312,500 
225,500 
318,500 
246,000 
197,500 
221,000 
271,500 
486,500 
283,000 

2,562,000 
 

198,500 
191,500 
229,000 
172,000 
284,000 
246,500 
201,500 
265,500 
215,000 
242,000 
273,500 

2,519,000 
 

219,000 
185,500 
240,000 
198,000 
319,000 
239,000 
186,500 
295,500 
222,000 
167,000 
326,500 

2,598,000 
 

30,800,000 

322 
325 
302 
303 
243 
249 
290 
238 
265 
290 
282 

 
411 
370 
419 
492 
387 
395 
344 
419 
363 
398 

 
272 
278 
309 
246 
296 
259 
305 
364 
316 
203 
338 
285 

 
241 
290 
273 
257 
275 
272 
266 
287 
274 
226 
259 
266 

 
332 

322 
328 
302 
303 
245 
249 
290 
238 
265 
294 
282 

 
411 
370 
419 
502 
387 
402 
344 
419 
363 
400 

 
272 
278 
314 
246 
299 
259 
305 
364 
316 
203 
338 
286 

 
241 
290 
273 
257 
275 
272 
266 
287 
278 
226 
261 
266 

 
333 

 
1
 A farm is any establishment from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were sold or would normally be sold during the year. 
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Number of Iowa Farms and Average Farm Size 

1950 – 2008 

 
 

 

 

 

Farms:  Number, Average Size, and Land in Farms, Iowa 

 
 Number Average Land in  Number Average Land in 

Year of Farms Size Farms Year of Farms Size Farms 

 1,000 farms Acres Million acres  1,000 farms Acres Million acres 

1950 206 169 34.8 1997 98 337 33.0 
1955 195 179 34.9 1998 97 339 32.9 
1960 183 190 34.7 1999 95 345 32.8 
1965 158 219 34.6 2000 94 346 32.5 
1970 145 237 34.4 2001 92 348 32.0 
1975 136 251 34.2 2002 90.6 351 31.8 
1975

1
 130 262 34.1 2003 90 351 31.6 

1980 119 284 33.8 2004 89.7 350 31.4 
1985 111 303 33.6 2005 89 351 31.2 
1990 104 322 33.5 2006 88.6 349 30.9 
1995 100 330 33.0 2007 92.8 332 30.8 
1996 99 333 33.0 2008 92.6  333 30.8 

1
The "New Definition" of a farm, starting in 1975, includes places which had annual sales of agricultural products of $1,000 or more.  This is 

the same definition used by the Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, for the 1978 Census of Agriculture.  The "Old Definition" of 
a farm included places of 10 or more acres and had annual sales of $50 or more and places of less than 10 acres that had annual sales of 
$250 or more. 
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