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Estimated Crop Production Costs in Iowa, 2006-2010 

1 Starting 2006 corn drying and fertilizer practices were adjusted to reflect recent practices. 
2 

 
Starting 2010 corn yields adjusted. 

Source:  Mike Duffy, University Extension, Iowa State University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 2006 2007 (1) 2008 2009 2010 (2) 
CORN FOLLOWING CORN 
 

     

 Machinery $ 100.07 $ 102.94 $ 110.88 $ 115.99 $ 124.25 
 Seed, Chemicals, etc. 201.62 222.22 271.97 387.44 290.78 
 Labor 29.93 31.35 31.35 31.35 31.35 
 Land 145.00 155.00 190.00 205.00 195.00 
    Total Cost Per Acre $ 476.61 $ 511.51 $ 604.20 $ 739.77 $ 641.37 
 Assumed Yield (bushels) 140 145 145 145 165 
 Total Cost Per Bushel $ 3.40 $ 3.53 $ 4.17 $ 5.10 $3.89 
      
CORN FOLLOWING SOYBEANS    
 Machinery $ 97.39 $ 100.12 $ 107.88 $ 113.98 $ 122.42 
 Seed, Chemicals, etc. 169.26 189.33 230.35 344.03 266.48 
 Labor 27.30 28.60 28.60 28.60 28.60 
 Land 145.00 155.00 190.00 205.00 195.00 
 Total Cost Per Acre $ 438.95 $ 473.05 $ 556.83 $ 691.61 612.50 
 Assumed Yield (bushels) 155 160 160 160 180 
 Total Cost Per Bushel $ 2.83 $ 2.96 $ 3.48 $ 4.32 $ 3.40 
      
SOYBEANS FOLLOWING CORN      
 Machinery $ 45.90 $ 46.76 $ 48.50 $ 55.80 $ 57.70 
 Seed, Chemicals, etc. 106.79 107.58 126.06 202.85 154.00 
 Labor 25.73 26.95 26.95 26.95 26.95 
 Land 145.00 155.00 190.00 205.00 195.00 
 Total Cost Per Acre $ 323.41 $ 336.29 $ 391.51 $ 490.60 433.65 
 Assumed Yield (bushels) 45 50 50 50 50 
 Total Cost Per Bushel $ 7.19 $ 6.73 $ 7.83 $ 9.81 $ 8.67 
      
ALFALFA HAY, ANNUAL PRODUCTION, LARGE ROUND BALES 
 One-Third of Est. Costs $ 36.83 $ 37.27 $ 46.23 $ 38.97 $ 54.28 
 Annual Fertilizer 103.36 103.46 126.00 294.60 170.24 
 Harvest Machinery 107.10 90.40 96.60 102.90 107.00 
 Labor 56.00 58.67 58.67 58.67 58.67 
 Land 95.00 100.00 125.00 125.00 113.00 
 Total Cost Per Acre $ 398.29 $ 389.79 $ 452.50 $ 632.27 503.19 
 Assumed Yield (ton) 6 6 6 6 6 
 Total Cost Per Ton $ 66.38 $ 64.97 $ 75.42 $ 105.38 $ 83.86 
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