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Number of Feedlots and Fed Cattle Marketed, by Size of Feedlot Capacity, Iowa and U.S.  
 2010 2011 2012 

Feedlot  Cattle  Cattle  Cattle 
Capacity Lots1 Marketed Lots1 Marketed Lots1 Marketed 

 (number) (1,000 head) (number) (1,000 head) (number) (1,000 head) 

IOWA2 
      

Less than 1,000 head NA 1,047 NA 1,050 NA 952 
1,000 head or more NA 976 NA 1,013 NA 968 
All Feedlots NA 2,023 NA 2,063 NA 1,920 

UNITED STATES      
Less than 1,000 head 75,000 4,032 75,000 3,170 73,000 2,854 
1,000 head or more 2,140 22,078 2,120 22,577 2,100 22,095 
 1,000 – 31,999 2,005 10,498 1,983 10,317 1,968 10,175 
          32,000 and over 135 11,580 137 12,260 132 11,920 

All Feedlots 77,140 26,110 77,120 25,747 75,100 24,949 
NA  Not Available. 
1 Number of feedlots with 1,000 head or more capacity is number of lots operating anytime during year.  Number under 1,000 head capacity   

is number at end of year.   
2 Beginning in 2008, NASS state level estimates of feedlots will only be published in the Census of Agriculture. U.S. level estimates will 

continue to be published annually. 
 
 

Number of Cattle on Feed on Less than 1,000 Capacity Feedlots by Month, Iowa  
Year Jan. 1 Feb. 1 Mar. 1 Apr. 1 May 1 June 1 July 1 Aug. 1 Sep. 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 1 Dec. 1 
 ---------------------------------------------------------(1,000 head)-------------------------------------------------------- 
2002 665 725 755 750 730 700 665 635 620 610 630 660 

2008 780 790 800 760 750 720 690 680 670 695 730 780 
2009 800 810 820 800 785 755 725 700 685 683 695 744 
2010 790 805 795 775 755 745 690 645 615 625 635 655 
2011 740 740 730 725 725 675 620 570 530 570 610 680 
2012 680 730 720 705 690 665 615 555 550 560 615 660 

 

Number of Cattle Placed on Feed on Less than 1,000 Capacity Feedlots by Month, Iowa 
Year Dec. 1 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. 
 ---------------------------------------------------------(1,000 head)-------------------------------------------------------- 
2002 130 107 70 66 63 57 67 79 114 138 115 99 

2008 126 95 91 53 85 78 65 79 76 114 132 146 
2009 100 75 72 55 52 49 66 64 73 124 130 157 
2010 125 100 71 62 66 78 62 40 65 105 135 115 
2011 150 90 55 80 75 45 50 53 64 136 140 165 
2012 95 117 50 60 51 67 60 43 83 90 132 137 

 

Number of Cattle Marketed on Less than 1,000 Capacity Feedlots by Month, Iowa  
Year Dec.1 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. 
 ---------------------------------------------------------(1,000 head)-------------------------------------------------------- 
2002 67 72 72 81 88 88 94 92 122 115 83 56 

2008 60 79 79 88 90 100 89 87 84 88 96 93 
2009 77 62 59 72 65 77 90 85 85 120 115 106 
2010 77 80 78 80 84 81 112 80 92 90 120 90 
2011 60 82 60 80 70 92 100 97 100 91 98 90 
2012 90 62 57 73 65 90 105 100 85 77 75 87 
   1 Previous year. 

 




