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Estimated Returns to Finishing Steer Calves, Iowa 

 - - - - - - - - -Production Periods - - - - - - - - - 

Purchased: Jun-13 Jul-13 Aug-13 Sep-13 
Sold: Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 

 (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) 
560 lb Steer Calf    

Purchase price, $/cwt 158.08 170.95 173.08 182.22 
Purchase cost, $/hd 957.32 969.23 1020.43 1026.40 

     
Costs of Producing 1300 lb Finished Steer    
Feed costs     

Corn, $/hd 257.46 246.45 241.64 240.72 
Modified distiller grain, $/hd 165.22 160.09 157.18 155.60 
Hay, $/hd 106.26 104.52 103.38 103.68 
Supplement & mineral, $/hd 17.66 17.24 16.78 17.41 

Total, $/hd 546.59 528.29 518.98 517.41 
Nonfeed costs     

Variable costs, $/hd 81.61 81.50 81.46 80.23 
Operating interest, $/hd 46.29 45.33 46.98 47.17 
Fixed costs, $/hd 52.08 52.08 52.08 52.08 

Total, $/hd 179.98 178.90 180.52 179.48 
     
Returns to Marketing 1300 lb Finished Steer

1
    

Total Costs, $/hd 1683.89 1676.42 1719.93 1723.28 
Breakeven price, $/live cwt 129.53 128.96 132.30 132.56 
Selling price, $/live cwt 142.61 150.53 150.11 147.91 
Sales value, $/hd 1853.96 1956.89 1951.43 1922.83 
Less death loss, $/hd 25.70 27.31 27.26 26.84 
Profit (loss), $/hd 144.38 253.16 204.23 172.70 
Manure credit, $/hd 12.84 12.84 12.84 12.59 
Total profit (loss), $/hd 157.22 266.00 217.08 185.29 

1
Costs of Producing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis and returns to maketing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer 

basis.  Source:  Ag Econ Department, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University 

 
 
 
Estimated Returns to Finishing Yearling Steers, Iowa 

 - - - - - - - - -Production Periods - - - - - - - - - 

Purchased: Sep-13 Oct-13 Nov-13 Dec-13 
Sold: Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 

 (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) 
750 lb Feeder Steer      

Purchase price, $/cwt 162.36 172.76 168.05 167.32 
Purchase cost, $/hd 1217.70 1295.70 1260.38 1254.88 

     
Costs of Producing 1300 lb Finished Steer    
Feed costs     

Corn, $/hd 187.81 184.79 187.73 192.00 
Modified distiller grain, $/hd 108.55 106.00 106.92 107.11 
Hay, $/hd 49.70 49.69 49.43 50.12 
Supplement & mineral, $/hd 10.98 10.66 10.51 11.03 

Total, $/hd 357.04 351.14 354.59 360.25 
Nonfeed costs     

Variable costs, $/hd 51.29 51.26 51.15 54.48 

Operating interest, $/hd 32.18 34.14 33.37 33.32 

Fixed costs, $/hd 33.22 33.22 33.22 33.22 

Total, $/hd 116.68 118.62 117.74 121.01 

     
Returns to Marketing 1300 lb Finished Steer

1
    

Total Costs, $/hd 1691.42 1765.46 1732.71 1736.14 
Breakeven price, $/live cwt 130.11 135.80 133.29 133.55 
Selling price, $/live cwt 142.61 150.53 150.11 147.91 
Sales value, $/hd 1853.96 1956.89 1951.43 1922.83 
Less death loss, $/hd 17.61 18.66 18.60 18.29 
Profit (loss), $/hd 144.93 172.78 200.13 168.41 
Manure credit, $/hd 8.17 8.17 8.17 8.01 
Total profit (loss), $/hd 153.10 180.95 208.30 176.42 

1
Costs of Producing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis and returns to maketing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer 

basis.   Source:  Ag Econ Department, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University 


