
 

 

Estimated Returns to Finishing Steer Calves – Iowa 1 

 Production period 

Purchased month Mar 2015 Apr 2015 May 2015 Jun 2015 
Sale month Nov 2015 Dec 2015 Jan 2016 Feb 2016 

     

560 lb Steer Calf     

Purchase price .......................................... $ per cwt 270.29 273.22 275.60 276.35 
Purchase cost..........................................$ per head 1,530.05 1,543.36 1,547.56 1,454.66 

     

Costs of Producing 1,300 lb Finished Steer     

Feed costs     
Corn ........................................................$ per head 187.29 184.77 184.02 182.78 
Modified distiller grain ..............................$ per head 111.85 106.97 102.43 99.19 
Hay .........................................................$ per head 99.47 99.19 97.92 95.77 
Supplement & mineral .............................$ per head 19.78 19.95 20.08 20.17 

 Total................................................$ per head 418.39 410.87 404.45 397.91 
Nonfeed costs     

Variable costs ..........................................$ per head 96.57 96.16 95.92 95.38 
Operating interest ....................................$ per head 62.10 62.67 62.70 59.34 
Fixed costs ..............................................$ per head 52.08 52.08 52.08 52.08 

 Total ...............................................$ per head 210.75 210.92 210.71 206.80 
     

Returns to Marketing 1,300 lb Finished Steer 1     

Total Costs .....................................................$ per head 2,159.18 2,165.15 2,162.72 2,059.36 
Breakeven price ......................................... $ per live cwt 166.09 166.55 166.36 158.41 
Selling price ................................................ $ per live cwt 126.16 125.15 130.09 130.88 
Sales value .....................................................$ per head 1,640.08 1,626.95 1,691.17 1,701.44 
Less death loss ..............................................$ per head 22.96 22.79 23.78 23.96 
Profit (loss) .....................................................$ per head -542.07 -560.99 -495.33 -381.89 
Manure credit .................................................$ per head 11.21 11.03 10.26 9.82 
 Total profit (loss) .............................$ per head -530.85 -549.96 -485.07 -372.07 
1 Costs of producing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis and returns to marketing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis.   
   Source:  Department of Economics, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Estimated Returns to Finishing Yearling Steers – Iowa 1 

 Production period 

Purchased month Jun 2015 Jul 2015 Aug 2015 Sep 2015 
Sale month Nov 2015 Dec 2015 Jan 2016 Feb 2016 

     
     

750 lb Feeder Steer     
Purchase price ........................................ $ per cwt 227.84 231.10 217.41 209.92 
Purchase cost ....................................... $ per head 1,708.80 1,733.21 1,630.58 1,574.38 
     

Costs of Producing 1,300 lb Finished Steer     
Feed costs     

Corn ...................................................... $ per head 148.83 147.72 145.96 145.22 
Modified distiller grain ............................ $ per head 70.87 68.24 67.45 66.60 
Hay ....................................................... $ per head 46.62 45.73 45.87 45.01 
Supplement & mineral ........................... $ per head 12.60 12.88 13.08 13.06 

 Total ............................. $ per head 278.93 274.56 272.36 269.89 
     
Nonfeed costs 66.09 65.69 65.14 64.42 

Variable costs ........................................ $ per head 41.70 41.52 39.25 37.99 
Operating interest .................................. $ per head 33.22 33.22 33.22 33.22 
Fixed costs ............................................ $ per head 141.01 140.43 137.61 135.63 

 Total .............................. $ per head     
     

Returns to Marketing 1,300 lb Finished Steer      
Total costs .................................................... $ per head 2,128.74 2,148.20 2,040.55 1,979.90 
Breakeven price ....................................... $ per live cwt 163.75 165.25 156.97 152.30 
Selling price .............................................. $ per live cwt 126.16 125.15 130.09 130.88 
Sales value................................................... $ per head 1,640.08 1,626.95 1,691.17 1,701.44 
Less death loss ............................................ $ per head 15.65 15.54 16.18 16.29 
Profit (loss) ................................................... $ per head -504.32 -536.79 -365.56 -294.75 
Manure credit ............................................... $ per head 7.13 7.02 6.53 6.25 
 Total profit (loss) ........... $ per head -497.18 -529.76 -359.03 -288.50 
1 Costs of producing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis and returns to marketing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis.   
   Source:  Department of Economics, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
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