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ALFALFA HAY:  The Northeast District was Iowa’s district with the largest alfalfa hay production in 2018 with 557,900 

tons according to estimates released by the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service.  The South Central District was 

second with 393,800 tons. 

 

Dubuque led Iowa counties in alfalfa hay production with 116,100 tons produced.  Jackson, Allamakee, Winneshiek, and 

Clayton completed the top five.  

 

Lyon led all counties with an average yield of 4.80 tons per acre.  Dubuque, Jackson, Polk, and Clayton also averaged 4.25 

tons per acre or better.    

 

ALL OTHER HAY:  The South Central District was Iowa’s district with the largest production of all other hay in 2018 

with 224,000 tons.  The Southeast District was second with 100,300 tons.   

 

Appanoose led Iowa counties in all other hay production with 26,200 tons produced.  Lucas, Adams, Monroe, and Warren 

were the other counties producing at least 10,000 tons.      

 

Muscatine led all counties with an average of 3.45 tons per acre.  Adams, Scott, Emmet, and Ida also averaged at least 2.75 

tons per acre.  

 

Yields are derived from production divided by area harvested.  Only published estimates were considered in rankings of 

districts and counties.   

Alfalfa Hay Yield – Iowa:  2018 
State Average:  3.70 Tons per Acre 



County Estimates can be found on QuickStats at quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 

Alfalfa Hay Harvested, Yield, and Production – Iowa by County:  2017–2018 

County 
and 

district 

Area harvested Yield Production 

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 

 (acres) (acres) (tons per acre) (tons per acre) (tons) (tons) 

Clay ...............................  
Emmet ...........................  
Lyon ...............................  
O’Brien ...........................  
Palo Alto ........................  
Combined counties ........  
Northwest .....................  
 
Franklin ..........................  
Hancock .........................  
Humboldt .......................  
Mitchell ..........................  
Winnebago.....................  
Worth .............................  
Wright ............................  
Combined counties ........  
North Central ................  
 
Allamakee ......................  
Chickasaw .....................  
Clayton ..........................  
Delaware .......................  
Dubuque ........................  
Fayette ...........................  
Howard ..........................  
Winneshiek ....................  
Combined counties ........  
Northeast ......................  
 
Audubon ........................  
Monona ..........................  
Combined counties ........  
West Central .................  
 
Boone ............................  
Grundy ...........................  
Hamilton ........................  
Polk ...............................  
Poweshiek .....................  
Webster .........................  
Combined counties ........  
Central ..........................  
 
Clinton ...........................  
Jackson .........................  
Johnson .........................  
Jones .............................  
Linn ................................  
Combined counties ........  
East Central ..................  

–    
 1,920  
 4,260  
 1,990  

 –    
 24,230  
 32,400  

 
 1,450  
 2,230  

 840  
 4,450  
 1,160  
 2,020  
 1,360  

 10,890  
 24,400  

 
 25,600  
 4,310  

 20,000  
 11,100  
 25,000  
 8,200  
 4,810  

 26,100  
 10,880  

 136,000  
 

 3,730  
 3,550  

 53,020  
 60,300  

 
 –    

 1,570  
 1,370  

 –    
 10,800  
 1,930  

 39,130  
 54,800  

 
 8,200  

 25,200  
 8,200  

 10,000  
 6,400  

 33,000  
 91,000 

1,270  
 1,140  
 4,490  

 –    
 2,030  

 21,770  
 30,700  

 
 –    
 –    

 780  
 –    

 850  
 –    

 1,320  
 17,850  
 20,800  

 
24,200  

 –    
 19,400  

 –    
 25,700  

 –    
 –    

 23,900  
 37,900  

 131,100  
 

 3,370  
 –    

 45,730  
 49,100  

 
 3,300  

 –    
 1,190  
 2,830  

 –    
 1,620  

 36,560  
 45,500  

 
 –    

 24,300  
 –    
 –    
 –    

 58,000  
 82,300 

– 
4.00 
5.20 
3.00 

– 
4.25 
4.25 

 
3.80 
4.55 
2.75 
4.50 
3.15 
4.35 
2.90 
3.20 
3.65 

 
4.20 
3.90 
3.95 
4.60 
4.35 
3.55 
4.35 
3.65 
4.20 
4.10 

 
4.10 
4.65 
4.10 
4.10 

 
– 

3.45 
3.15 

– 
2.70 
3.35 
3.40 
3.25 

 
4.50 
3.70 
3.15 
3.90 
3.40 
4.00 
3.85 

3.05 
3.50 
4.80 

– 
2.15 
4.15 
4.00 

 
– 
– 

4.20 
– 

3.75 
– 

3.20 
2.90 
3.00 

 
4.05 

– 
4.25 

– 
4.50 

– 
– 

3.95 
4.40 
4.25 

 
3.20 

– 
4.10 
4.00 

 
3.35 

– 
3.45 
4.30 

– 
3.70 
3.60 
3.65 

 
– 

4.45 
– 
– 
– 

4.10 
4.20 

–    
 7,700  

 22,200  
 6,000  

 –    
 102,500  
 138,400  

 
 5,500  

 10,100  
 2,330  

 20,000  
 3,660  
 8,800  
 3,910  

 35,100  
 89,400  

 
 108,000  

 16,800  
 78,700  
 51,000  

 109,000  
 29,100  
 21,000  
 95,900  
 45,500  

 555,000  
 

 15,300  
 16,500  

 216,200  
 248,000  

 
 –    

 5,400  
 4,300  

 –    
 29,300  
 6,500  

 133,500  
 179,000  

 
 37,100  
 93,200  
 25,700  
 39,200  
 21,900  

 131,900  
 349,000 

3,850  
 3,980  

 21,500  
 –    

 4,320  
 89,850  

 123,500  
 

 –    
 –    

 3,260  
 –    

 3,190  
 –    

 4,230  
 51,820  
 62,500  

 
 98,200  

 –    
 82,000  

 –    
 116,100  

 –    
 –    

 94,700  
 166,900  
 557,900  

 
 10,700  

 –    
 186,900  
 197,600  

 
 11,100  

 –    
 4,100  

 12,100  
 –    

 6,000  
 131,800  
 165,100  

 
 –    

 107,600  
 –    
 –    
 –    

 237,700  
 345,300 

 ––continued 



  

County Estimates can be found on QuickStats at quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 

Alfalfa Hay Harvested, Yield, and Production – Iowa by County:  2017–2018 (continued) 

County 
and 

district 

Area harvested Yield Production 

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 

 (acres) (acres) (tons per acre) (tons per acre) (tons) (tons) 

Adair ..............................  
Cass ..............................  
Fremont .........................  
Mills ...............................  
Montgomery ..................  
Taylor ............................  
Combined counties ........  
Southwest ....................  
 
Appanoose ....................  
Clarke ............................  
Decatur ..........................  
Madison .........................  
Marion ...........................  
Monroe ..........................  
Ringgold ........................  
Union .............................  
Warren ..........................  
Combined counties ........  
South Central ...............  
 
Davis .............................  
Des Moines ...................  
Keokuk ..........................  
Lee ................................  
Louisa ............................  
Van Buren .....................  
Wapello .........................  
Washington ...................  
Combined counties ........  
Southeast .....................  
 
State total .....................  

–    
 8,930  
 1,520  

 –    
 6,360  

 –    
 50,190  
 67,000  

 
 –    
 –    

 16,000  
 15,500  
 15,500  

 –    
 20,700  

 –    
 –    

 98,300  
 166,000  

 
 20,700  
 4,260  

 –    
 5,340  
 2,370  

 11,800  
 11,100  
 7,090  

 25,440  
 88,100  

 
 720,000 

12,000  
 –    
 –    

 2,630  
 –    

 8,800  
 32,670  
 56,100  

 
 9,340  

 13,300  
 –    
 –    
 –    

 10,100  
 13,700  
 9,160  

 10,700  
 62,300  

 128,600  
 

 17,300  
 3,130  
 6,750  
 4,600  
 2,090  

 11,000  
 –    
 –    

 30,930  
 75,800  

 
 620,000 

– 
3.50 
4.30 

– 
4.05 

– 
3.50 
3.55 

 
– 
– 

3.00 
3.10 
2.90 

– 
3.20 

– 
– 

2.65 
2.80 

 
2.70 
3.35 

– 
3.15 
3.10 
2.80 
2.40 
2.80 
3.30 
2.95 

 
3.50 

4.10 
– 
– 

4.15 
– 

3.50 
3.70 
3.80 

 
2.75 
3.10 

– 
– 
– 

3.05 
3.00 
3.05 
2.85 
3.15 
3.05 

 
2.50 
3.40 
4.00 
4.00 
3.90 
2.60 

– 
– 

3.25 
3.10 

 
3.70 

–    
 31,400  
 6,500  

 –    
 25,700  

 –    
 174,600  
 238,200  

 
 –    
 –    

 47,700  
 48,000  
 44,900  

 –    
 65,900  

 –    
 –    

 258,500  
 465,000  

 
 55,700  
 14,200  

 –    
 16,800  
 7,300  

 33,100  
 26,900  
 19,700  
 84,300  

 258,000  
 

 2,520,000 

48,900  
 –    
 –    

 10,900  
 –    

 30,800  
 121,500  
 212,100  

 
 25,900  
 41,100  

 –    
 –    
 –    

 31,000  
 41,100  
 28,000  
 30,600  

 196,100  
 393,800  

 
 43,300  
 10,600  
 26,900  
 18,300  
 8,100  

 28,700  
 –    
 –    

 100,300  
 236,200  

 
 2,294,000 

– Data does not meet publication standards but is published in "Combined counties" or represents zero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

County Estimates can be found on QuickStats at quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 

All Other Hay Harvested, Yield, and Production – Iowa by County:  2017–2018 

County and 
district 

Area harvested Yield Production 

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 

 (acres) (acres) (tons per acre) (tons per acre) (tons) (tons) 

Buena Vista..........................  
Clay ......................................  
Dickinson .............................  
Emmet ..................................  
O’Brien .................................  
Osceola ................................  
Palo Alto ...............................  
Plymouth ..............................  
Combined counties ..............  
Northwest ...........................  
 
Floyd ....................................  
Hancock ...............................  
Humboldt ..............................  
Combined counties ..............  
North Central ......................  
 
Clayton .................................  
Combined counties ..............  
Northeast ............................  
 
Audubon ...............................  
Ida ........................................  
Monona ................................  
Woodbury .............................  
Combined counties ..............  
West Central .......................  
 
Boone ...................................  
Dallas ...................................  
Hamilton ...............................  
Hardin ..................................  
Marshall ...............................  
Polk ......................................  
Story .....................................  
Webster ................................  
Combined counties ..............  
Central .................................  
 
Benton ..................................  
Jackson ................................  
Jones ...................................  
Muscatine .............................  
Scott .....................................  
Combined counties ..............  
East Central ........................  
 
Adams ..................................  
Fremont ................................  
Mills ......................................  
Taylor ...................................  
Combined counties ..............  
Southwest ...........................  
 
Appanoose ...........................  
Lucas ...................................  
Monroe .................................  
Warren .................................  
Combined counties ..............  
South Central .....................  
 
Davis ....................................  
Des Moines ..........................  
Henry ...................................  
Jefferson ..............................  
Keokuk .................................  
Lee .......................................  
Van Buren ............................  
Wapello ................................  
Combined counties ..............  
Southeast ............................  
 
State total ............................  

770  
 1,900  

 990  
 –    

 930  
 –    

 940  
 –    

 10,670  
 16,200  

 
 860  
 720  

 –    
 7,720  
 9,300  

 
 3,070  

 19,330  
 22,400  

 
 2,300  

 –    
 1,450  
 2,340  

 16,610  
 22,700  

 
 –    
 –    

 590  
 930  

 –    
 1,240  
 1,930  

 –    
 12,010  
 16,700  

 
 2,170  
 5,400  

 –    
 –    

 980  
 21,150  
 29,700  

 
 –    

 1,450  
 1,600  
 7,120  

 27,630  
 37,800  

 
 16,000  

 –    
 7,720  

 –    
 97,280  

 121,000  
 

 13,800  
 2,780  

 –    
 3,720  
 2,730  
 4,770  
 9,140  

 11,900  
 15,360  
 64,200  

 
 340,000 

–    
 –    
 –    

 1,000  
 –    

 700  
 –    

 2,310  
 11,990  
 16,000  

 
 820  

 –    
 510  

 7,070  
 8,400  

 
 –    

 32,100  
 32,100  

 
 1,600  

 820  
 1,100  
 1,940  

 14,540  
 20,000  

 
 1,220  
 1,490  

 760  
 –    

 1,810  
 1,320  

 –    
 930  

 11,670  
 19,200  

 
 –    
 –    

 3,230  
 730  
 720  

 21,720  
 26,400  

 
 6,400  
 1,410  

 –    
 –    

 28,890  
 36,700  

 
 13,600  

 9,500  
 8,150  
 6,160  

 71,790  
 109,200  

 
 –    
 –    

 1,940  
 3,500  

 –    
 –    
 –    
 –    

 46,560  
 52,000  

 
 320,000 

2.50 
2.20 
3.00 

– 
2.45 

– 
3.00 

– 
2.65 
2.60 

 
1.80 
2.30 

– 
2.40 
2.35 

 
2.90 
2.95 
2.95 

 
1.95 

– 
2.55 
2.05 
2.45 
2.35 

 
– 
– 

2.05 
3.45 

– 
2.00 
2.25 

– 
2.60 
2.55 

 
3.10 
2.95 

– 
– 

3.10 
3.15 
3.10 

 
– 

2.30 
2.20 
1.85 
2.50 
2.35 

 
1.75 

– 
2.15 

– 
1.85 
1.85 

 
1.60 
1.80 

– 
1.40 
2.10 
1.90 
1.65 
1.60 
2.45 
1.85 

 
2.20 

– 
– 
– 

2.85 
– 

2.15 
– 

2.10 
2.30 
2.30 

 
1.55 

– 
2.00 
2.10 
2.05 

 
– 

2.90 
2.90 

 
2.25 
2.75 
1.45 
1.80 
2.20 
2.15 

 
1.40 
1.85 
2.00 

– 
2.50 
1.60 

– 
2.20 
1.95 
1.95 

 
– 
– 

2.70 
3.45 
2.85 
2.60 
2.65 

 
3.10 
1.35 

– 
– 

2.15 
2.30 

 
1.95 
2.15 
2.20 
2.20 
2.05 
2.05 

 
– 
– 

1.95 
1.75 

– 
– 
– 
– 

1.95 
1.95 

 
2.20 

1,940  
 4,210  
 2,980  

 –    
 2,280  

 –    
 2,830  

 –    
 28,060  
 42,300  

 
 1,560  
 1,640  

 –    
 18,500  
 21,700  

 
 8,900  

 56,900  
 65,800  

 
 4,520  

 –    
 3,710  
 4,780  

 40,690  
 53,700  

 
 –    
 –    

 1,200  
 3,210  

 –    
 2,460  
 4,360  

 –    
 30,970  
 42,200  

 
 6,700  

 15,900  
 –    
 –    

 3,060  
 66,340  
 92,000  

 
 –    

 3,360  
 3,540  

 13,300  
 69,500  
 89,700  

 
 28,100  

 –    
 16,700  

 –    
 177,800  
 222,600  

 
 21,900  

 4,940  
 –    

 5,300  
 5,700  
 9,000  

 14,900  
 18,800  
 37,460  

 118,000  
 

 748,000 

–    
 –    
 –    

 2,870  
 –    

 1,510  
 –    

 4,900  
 27,720  
 37,000  

 
 1,280  

 –    
 1,020  

 15,000  
 17,300  

 
 –    

 92,400  
 92,400  

 
 3,570  
 2,270  
 1,600  
 3,510  

 31,650  
 42,600  

 
 1,680  
 2,760  
 1,530  

 –    
 4,510  
 2,140  

 –    
 2,030  

 22,650  
 37,300  

 
 –    
 –    

 8,800  
 2,530  
 2,040  

 56,030  
 69,400  

 
 19,900  

 1,900  
 –    
 –    

 61,900  
 83,700  

 
 26,200  
 20,600  
 18,100  
 13,700  

 145,400  
 224,000  

 
 –    
 –    

 3,810  
 6,100  

 –    
 –    
 –    
 –    

 90,390  
 100,300  

 
 704,000 

– Data does not meet publication standards but is published in "Combined counties" or represents zero. 

 

 


