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Dry weather throughout the week allowed lowa’s farmers to surpass the
halfway point in harvesting corn and soybean acres according to USDA’s
National Agricultural Statistics Service, lowa Field Office. Soybean
harvest advanced 31 percentage points from last week, with northwest
lowa harvesting 38 percent of their crop in just one week. Farmers are
getting fall tillage underway.

There were 6.9 days suitable for fieldwork statewide during the past
week. Topsoil moisture levels declined to 57 percent very short,
36 percent short, 7 percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Subsoil
moisture also declined slightly and is now rated 70 percent very short, 26
percent short, 4 percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. With row crop
harvest more than half complete, fifty-six percent of the State is seeing
moderate to heavy grain movement from farm to elevator.

Fifty-six percent of the corn crop has been harvested for grain or seed, a
19 percentage point increase from last week. Corn harvested is
46 percentage points higher than last year at this time. Moisture content
of all corn in the field is estimated at 19 percent while the moisture
content of corn being harvested is estimated at 17 percent. Corn lodging
is rated at 55 percent none, 28 percent light, 13 percent moderate, and
4 percent heavy. Ear droppage is rated at 65 percent none, 22 percent
light, 11 percent moderate, and 2 percent heavy. Corn condition
improved slightly and is now rated at 19 percent very poor, 28 percent
poor, 33 percent fair, 18 percent good, and 2 percent excellent. Ninety-
three percent of lowa’s soybean fields are dropping leaves, a week
ahead of normal. Fifty-four percent of the state’s soybean crop has been
harvested, also a week ahead of normal. Soybean lodging is rated at
80 percent none, 16 percent light, 4 percent moderate, and 0 percent
heavy. Soybean shattering is rated at 65 percent none, 20 percent light,
12 percent moderate, and 3 percent heavy. Soybean condition improved
and is now rated at 11 percent very poor, 20 percent poor, 37 percent
fair, 29 percent good, and 3 percent excellent.

Crop Conditions as of September 30, 2012

For the week ending September 30, 2012

Only twenty-four of lowa’s pasture and range land is rated in fair or better
condition, a slight decrease from last week. Pasture and range condition
is rated at 49 percent very poor, 27 percent poor, 20 percent fair,
4 percent good, and 0 percent excellent. Stress on livestock was minimal
with no issues reported for this week. Some farmers are moving their
cattle to recently harvested corn and soybean fields.

IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY
Provided by Harry Hillaker, State Climatologist
lowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship

It was a very dry week across lowa with precipitation confined to just a
few thundershowers over extreme southeast lowa early Tuesday (25")
morning. Keokuk reported the most rain for the week with just 0.17
inches with the northwestern 98% of the state seeing no rain at all. The
statewide average precipitation was a trace while normal for the week is
0.73 inches. The September statewide average precipitation was just
1.63 inches, slightly less than one-half of normal, and is the lowest
September total since 1990. Meanwhile the first three-quarters of the
year has been the driest since 1988 averaging nearly eight and three-
quarter inches less than usual precipitation. Temperatures over the past
week were highly variable with mostly warm days and very cool nights.
The reporting week opened with a widespread freeze over the eastern
one-third of lowa with Belle Plaine reporting a low of 24 degrees on
Monday (24™) morning. The cold weather of the 23-24" brought a
freeze to 80% of the state and was the most widespread freeze for so
early in the season since September 22-23, 1983. There were also
scattered light freezes on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.
The week’s highest temperatures came on Tuesday (25™) with 86
degrees at Sioux City (a 47 degree rise from their morning low of 39) to
85 degree highs at Hampton on Saturday (29") and at Des Moines on
Sunday (30"). Temperatures for the week as a whole averaged 0.2
degrees above normal.

State Climatologist, lowia Dept. of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
PRECIPITATION FOR THE WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, SEFTEMBER 30, 2012 (inches)
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Harvesting Conditions as of September 30, 2012 T
Item None | Light | Moderate | Heavy \
(Percent) | (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)
Corn lodging ... 55 28 13 4 oo [ oorwoio [ Jeessthan oot
Corn ear droppage 65 22 11 2 Post-Harvest Conditions as of September 30, 2012
Soybeans lodging 80 16 4 0 p
Soybeans shattering ................... 65 20 12 3 Item None | Light | Moderate | Heavy
(Percent) | (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)
Grain movement ......................... 19 25 37 19
Field Work and Crop Progress as of September 30, 2012
Districts Last Last 5-yr
Item State
NW | NC NE | wC o) EC SW | SC SE Week | Year | Avg
(Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent)
Corn harvested (grain or seed) .............. 69 66 42 72 53 40 60 44 51 56 37 10 8
Soybeans dropping leaves 99 97 95 96 97 91 81 82 85 93 78 75 81
Soybeans harvested ...............ccccce. 80 69 54 59 63 38 26 23 30 54 23 16 21
Days Suitable & Soil Moisture Condition as of September 30, 2012
Districts Last Last
Item State
NW NC NE e C EC SW SC SE Week Year
(Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days)
Days suitable ........... 6.9 6.9 7.0 7.0 7.0 6.9 6.9 7.0 7.0 6.9 6.5 6.1
(Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very short ............ 66 73 52 51 54 33 56 85 52 57 54 20
Short ......cceeeee 24 25 41 45 37 51 42 15 43 36 36 35
Adequate ............. 10 2 7 4 9 16 2 0 5 7 10 44
Surplus ................ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Subsoil moisture
Very short ............ 71 71 62 77 67 58 79 86 60 70 68 17
Short ......cceeeeen 22 25 34 22 31 35 20 14 34 26 27 35
Adequate ............. 7 4 4 1 2 7 1 0 6 4 5 47
Surplus ................ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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Weather Summary For National Agricultural Statistics Service, lowa Field Office.
For the week ending: 7:00 am Sunday, September 30, 2012, Prepared by AWIS, Inc.

Current Week Since April 1
Stati Temperature Precipitation Precipitation GDD Base 50F
ation
High | Low | Avg. | DFN Total | DFN Total DFN Total DFN
North West District
Estherville ...........cccccoeve.. 82 29 55 0 0.00 -0.66 14.72 -5.95 3,058 629
Sioux Center . 84 32 59 1 0.00 -0.61 14.65 -5.49 3,518 576
SPeNncer ........ccccoeeeeeeeeenn.. 82 29 55 -2 0.00 -0.65 19.41 -2.10 3,246 629
Spirit Lake ...........cocveenenne. 78 37 58 4 0.00 -0.63 17.47 -3.00 3,118 531
North Central District
= 1 82 37 56 -3 0.00 -0.73 16.14 -6.35 2,942 453
Dakota City ... 83 32 57 -2 0.00 -0.72 15.91 -7.15 3,206 486
Mason City .......ccocvvvveennnn 83 31 56 -1 0.00 -0.77 12.33 -11.48 3,062 508
0SaGE .oovveiiie e 81 34 55 -3 0.00 -0.81 16.61 -7.87 2,931 481
North East District
Decorah 81 28 55 -3 0.00 -0.76 16.76 -6.65 3,160 516
Dubuque .... 82 28 55 -3 0.00 -0.91 12.75 -12.75 2,992 413
Elkader ... 82 26 51 -7 0.00 -0.72 17.40 -5.70 2,605 55
Fayette ....... 84 31 55 -3 0.00 -0.76 16.86 -7.39 2,915 588
Waterloo 84 29 56 -2 0.00 -0.75 13.57 -10.27 3,274 512
West Central District
Carroll ......ccoooveieieieee 83 28 57 -2 0.00 -0.74 17.09 -7.15 3,288 459
Castana ..............ccceeeeenn. 85 34 60 0 0.00 -0.75 16.65 -5.12 3,365 271
Guthrie Center . 83 31 56 -4 0.00 -0.78 15.87 -8.14 3,301 412
Harlan .............. 83 30 57 -3 0.00 -0.97 16.91 -6.98 3,247 477
Jefferson ... 83 34 56 -3 0.00 -0.74 14.00 -10.24 3,210 356
Logan ....ccooveviiieiiiieien 84 31 57 -4 0.00 -0.78 15.38 -7.16 3,412 399
Rockwell City ... 81 34 57 -4 0.00 -0.78 16.35 -7.06 3,183 418
Sac City ........... 83 34 56 -2 0.00 -0.78 16.73 -6.28 3,053 430
Sioux City ..oovvveieiieiee 86 29 57 -3 0.00 -0.60 16.14 -2.71 3,580 670
Central District
Boone .........cccoeviiiiiiii 84 32 58 -2 0.00 -0.76 16.62 -7.87 3,197 361
Des Moines ...... 85 42 63 3 0.00 -0.73 15.75 -7.24 4,016 878
Grundy Center . 84 30 56 -2 0.00 -0.72 14.42 -9.07 3,115 495
Marshalltown ..................... 85 31 57 -1 0.00 -0.73 9.65 -14.96 3,344 580
Newton .........cccoeeveeiennnn, 83 34 58 -2 0.00 -0.83 13.31 -10.40 3,300 221
Perry ....... 85 34 57 -2 0.00 -0.70 17.87 -5.36 3,290 505
Toledo 84 31 56 -2 0.00 -0.73 13.62 -11.22 3,026 411
East Central District
Cedar Rapids ..................... 81 28 56 -4 0.00 -0.77 13.69 -9.78 3,197 298
Davenport ...........ccceeveennn. 82 31 57 -5 0.00 -0.70 19.84 -2.94 3,324 79
lowa City ...oooooviviiiiiiiene, 83 31 58 -4 0.00 -0.81 16.53 -8.96 3,521 173
Lowden ........ccccoevvveeeennnnn. 85 26 54 -5 0.00 -0.85 16.17 -9.76 3,089 385
Maquoketa ...........c.cccceeeeee 82 28 53 -5 0.00 -0.81 12.90 -10.90 2,857 197
Muscatine ............cc..cco..... 82 36 57 -5 0.00 -0.82 21.24 -2.75 3,270 62
South West District
86 30 56 -3 0.00 -0.88 14.48 -8.08 3,302 387
82 36 57 -3 0.00 -0.90 21.19 -5.27 3,396 476
83 32 58 -3 0.00 -0.80 14.23 -9.73 3,466 261
85 33 58 -4 0.00 -0.86 24.64 -1.47 3,587 535
83 37 60 -2 0.00 -0.85 13.78 -10.92 3,695 458
South Central District
Allerton ...........coceeveiiiinens 82 38 60 0 0.00 -0.97 17.04 -8.14 3,407 451
Beaconsfield ..................... 80 37 59 -1 0.00 -0.90 16.84 -7.45 3,373 439
Chariton ........ 83 34 58 -2 0.00 -1.04 19.39 -6.49 3,428 604
Indianola ... 84 29 58 -3 0.00 -0.82 10.71 -13.18 3,428 628
Leon ..oooovviiiiieiee 83 30 56 -5 0.00 -0.88 18.30 -6.83 3,233 399
South East District
Bloomfield ...........c...cc......... 84 37 59 -3 0.00 -0.95 13.42 -12.10 3,535 473
Burlington 81 35 60 -2 0.02 -0.86 15.05 -8.53 3,619 333
Ottumwa 83 33 60 -2 0.00 -0.87 15.11 -8.53 3,513 253
Washington ............cccoeeen. 83 32 58 -5 0.00 -0.86 20.58 -2.46 3,347 225

Precipitation (rain, melted snow or ice) in inches. Precipitation Days = Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or more. Air Temperatures in Degrees
Fahrenheit. Copyright 2012: AWIS, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



