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In spite of some locally heavy rain, lowa farmers had
6.4 days suitable for fieldwork during the week ending
September 6, 2020, according to the USDA, National
Agricultural ~ Statistics  Service. Although drought
conditions continue to be a concern for most of the State,
some areas of northeast and east central lowa received over
an inch of rain during the week. Field activities included
harvesting hay, chopping corn silage and harvesting seed
corn. There were reports of high moisture corn and a few
soybean fields harvested.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 38% very short,
42% short, 20% adequate and 0% surplus. Subsoil
moisture condition rated 38% very short, 41% short,
21% adequate and 0% surplus. The State’s topsoil and
subsoil moisture conditions continue to be over three-
quarters short to very short.

Corn was 84% in or beyond dent stage, 18 days ahead of
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Alfalfa hay third cutting was 93% complete, over a month
ahead of last year and 2 weeks ahead of the 5-year average.
Pasture condition fell 4 percentage points this week to
just 12% good to excellent. Over half of Towa’s pastures
are in poor to very poor condition. Cattlemen continue
supplemental feeding of hay due to deteriorating pasture
conditions.
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Over one-quarter of the crop was mature, almost 3 weeks
ahead of last year and just over 1 week ahead of average. ——2019 ——2020 5-Year Average
Corn condition rated 43% good to excellent, a drop of
2 percentage points from the previous week. Soybeans Crop Condition as of September 6, 2020
coloring or beyond advanced to 58%. That is 2 weeks .
ahead of last year and 1 week ahead of average. Soybeans Item Very poor | Poor Fair | Good | Excellent
dropping leaves reached 19% this week, two weeks ahead (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent)
of last year and 1 week ahead of average. This is the Com 10 16 31 39 4
highest percentage dropping leaves by September 6 since Soybeans ....... 7 13 33 42 5
2005. Soybean condition fell again this week with the crop Pasture and - o
now rated 47% good to excellent, the lowest level so far fange............. 33 33 0
this season.
Crop Progress as of September 6, 2020
Districts State
Item i R
Nw | N | NE | we | ¢ | Ec | sw | sc | sg | This | Last ) oLast | Syr
week | week year |average
(percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent)
Corn dented ..........coccveerrennnnen. 95 85 77 92 82 78 89 71 72 84 71 55 73
Corn mature ... 47 14 21 36 32 24 31 19 16 28 11 3 12
Hay, alfalfa, third cutting........... 98 94 95 97 89 90 91 97 86 93 86 73 82
Soybeans coloring.................... 73 63 38 67 66 55 50 35 40 58 29 12 33
Soybeans dropping leaves ....... 33 13 15 27 22 16 14 3 7 19 4 0 6
Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Condition as of September 6, 2020
Districts State
Item -
NW NC NE e c EC sw sc SE This ) Last | Last
week week year
(days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days)
Days suitable............ 6.7 6.3 5.8 6.5 6.8 6.3 6.3 6.4 6.2 6.4 6.7 5.7
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very short .............. 55 9 7 59 45 30 50 49 39 38 41 5
Short ........... 38 62 51 40 39 30 35 46 31 42 40 26
Adequate .. 7 29 42 1 16 40 15 5 30 20 19 68
Surplus ... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Subsoil moisture
Very short 47 22 6 59 40 39 38 51 36 38 37 5
Short ........... 42 55 42 34 41 39 51 39 31 41 40 24
Adequate 11 23 52 7 19 22 11 10 33 21 23 70
Surplus ..o, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY

Provided by Justin Glisan, Ph.D., State Climatologist
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship

Reports from the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and maps from the Midwestern Regional
Climate Center reflect data collected from 7:00 A.M. Central Time on August 31, 2020, through 7:00 A.M. Central Time
on September 6, 2020.

Parts of lowa received much needed rainfall during the first week of meteorological fall with the northeast one-third of the
state reporting above average totals. Dryness continued to grip much of lowa, however, with deficits on the order of an inch
across most of the state. Overall, cooler conditions prevailed during the reporting period with northeast lowa observing
temperatures up to four degrees below normal. The statewide average temperature was 67.7 degrees, 1.6 degrees below
normal.

Sunday (30™) was a pleasant day in lowa with sunny skies and a southerly wind. Daytime highs remained seasonal, generally
in the upper 70s and low 80s. Cloud cover increased overnight as a low pressure center pushed into northern lowa. The low’s
attendant cold front swept across lowa through the day on Monday (31%), firing showers and thunderstorms that left
measurable rainfall over much of the state. Afternoon temperatures behind the front fell into the low to mid 70s as skies cleared
west to east. Where rain fell, totals were generally between 0.10 inch to 0.30 inch with higher totals reported along Iowa’s
northern and southern borders; Lansing (Allamakee County) reported 0.78 inch while Clarinda (Page County) observed
1.13 inches. A secondary complex of thunderstorms moved into southern lowa along a warm front early on Tuesday (1) and
remained over eastern lowa for most of the day. Temperatures, in the low to mid 70s, remained cooler than average under
cloud cover as the system cleared the state. Rain totals reported at 7:00 am on Wednesday (2"%) for the previous 24 hours
showed measurable totals across the state’s southeastern half. Many gauges in south-central and eastern lowa reported totals
above 0.50 inch with several gauges in Wayne County reporting rainfall in the range of 0.89 inch to 1.07 inches; Bedford
(Taylor County) observed 1.08 inches. Sunny skies and southwesterly winds pushed highs into the mid 80s to low 90s with a
statewide average high of 86 degrees, seven degrees above normal. Overnight lows remained in the 60s with some stations
reporting low 70s.

A weak cold front propagated west to east across lowa beginning early Thursday (3') morning with a wind shift to a northerly
direction. Windy conditions remained throughout the day, peaking in the 20 to 30 mph range with locally higher gusts.
Daytime temperatures stayed in the 70s. Morning temperatures on Friday (4™) were some of the coolest of the season, ranging
from the low 40s into the low 50s; the statewide average low was 48 degrees, nine degrees below normal. Conditions during
the afternoon were near seasonal with temperatures in the low 80s. Saturday (5™) was a warm day across western lowa with
highs reaching into the upper 80s and low 90s. Conditions in northeastern lowa were cooler with northerly winds holding
temperatures in the upper 70s and low 80s. During the late evening, thunderstorms began popping up in north-central lowa
and quickly pushed southeast. Stronger storms, some severe, were embedded within a larger rain shield that brought locally
heavy rain through northeast lowa. There were also several reports of large hail and severe straight-line winds; an 83 mph
gust was reported in Titonka (Kossuth County). Widespread rain also fell across a large swath of eastern lowa with over
60 stations reporting an inch or more at 7:00 am on Sunday (6™). Several gauges in eastern lowa collected over three inches
of rain; Clinton No. 1 (Clinton County) reported 3.07 inches while Monticello (Jones County) reported 5.58 inches. The
statewide average rain total was 0.58 inch.

Weekly precipitation totals ranged from no accumulation at several stations in southwest lowa to 5.78 inches in Monticello
(Jones County). The statewide weekly average precipitation was 0.69 inch while the normal is 0.84 inch. Little Sioux 2NW
(Harrison County) reported the week’s high temperature of 95 degrees on the 5", 16 degrees above normal. Elkader 6 SSW
(Clayton County) reported the week’s low temperature of 41 degrees on the 4™, 12 degrees below normal.

Average Temperature (°F): Departure from 1981-2010 Normals Accumulated Precipitation (in)
August 31, 2020 to September 06, 2020 August 31, 2020 to September 06, 2020

YimaeT o

() Midwestem Regional Cimate Center

L1 RN

-6 -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 0.01 005 01 02 03 05 075 1 15 2 25 3 4
Stations from the following networks used: WBAN, COOP, FAA, GHCN, Stations from the following networks used: WBAN, COOP, FAA, GHCN,
ThreadEx, CoCoRaHS, WMO, ICAO, NWSLI, ThreadEx, CoCoRaHS, WMO, ICAO, NWSLI,

Midwestern Regional Climate Center Midwestern Regional Climate Center
cli-MATE: MRCC Application Tools Environment cli-MATE: MRCC Application Tools Environment
Generated at: 9/8/2020 6:41:36 AM CDT Generated at: 9/8/2020 6:33:53 AM CDT

Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at: http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/



http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/

