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Fieldwork activities were limited as rain across the State held Iowa farmers to just 1.4 days suitable for fieldwork 

during the week ending May 5, 2024, according to the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Rains the past 

two weeks have resulted in reports of some counties moving out of the extreme to severe drought stages.   

 

Topsoil moisture condition rated 4 percent very short, 12 percent short, 65 percent adequate and 19 percent surplus. 

Subsoil moisture condition rated 7 percent very short, 20 percent short, 64 percent adequate and 9 percent surplus.    

 

Just 8 percent of Iowa’s expected corn crop was planted during the week ending May 5, 2024, for a total of 47 percent 

planted.  This meant progress went from ahead of average to lagging 2 days behind both last year and the 5-year 

average. Seven percent of the corn crop has emerged, 3 days ahead of last year and 1 day ahead of the average.  

Soybean planting progress fell behind the previous year with 5 percent of Iowa’s expected soybean crop planted during 

the week ending May 5, 2024, for a total of 30 percent of the expected soybean crop planted, 2 days behind last year.  

Four percent of the soybean crop has emerged.  Ninety-six percent of the expected oat crop has been planted, 2 days 

ahead of last year and 10 days ahead of normal. Oat emergence reached 68 percent, 5 days ahead of last year and 

1 week ahead of the 5-year average.  The first oat condition rating of the season was 1 percent very poor, 2 percent 

poor, 29 percent fair, 59 percent good and 9 percent excellent. 

 

The first hay condition rating of the season was 1 percent very poor, 3 percent poor, 21 percent fair, 64 percent good 

and 11 percent excellent.  Pasture condition rated 57 percent good to excellent.  There were many reports of cattle 

being turned out to pasture.  
 

Crop Condition as of May 5, 2024 

Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Hay, all  ..................  
Oats  .......................  
Pasture and range  .  

1 
1 
2 

3 
2 
8 

21 
29 
33 

64 
59 
47 

11 
9 

10 

  

 

 

Crop Progress as of May 5, 2024 

Item 

Districts State 

NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5-year 
avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn planted  ........................  
Oats planted  ........................  
Oats emerged  ......................  
Soybeans planted  ................  

61 
99 
90 
30 

55 
99 
85 
21 

32 
96 
53 
30 

52 
93 
60 
30 

45 
92 
66 
37 

48 
100 
87 
40 

45 
93 
54 
29 

42 
94 
64 
27 

30 
88 
51 
26 

47 
96 
68 
30 

39 
90 
53 
25 

58 
93 
52 
40 

53 
88 
47 
32 

 

Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Condition as of May 5, 2024 

Item 

Districts State 

NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

 (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) 

Days suitable  ............. 
 

1.0 
 

0.5 
 

2.0 
 

1.0 
 

2.0 
 

2.5 
 

1.0 
 

2.0 
 

1.5 
 

1.4 
 

4.2 
 

5.7 
 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Topsoil moisture 
    Very short  .............. 
    Short  ...................... 
    Adequate  ............... 
    Surplus  .................. 
 
Subsoil moisture 
    Very short  .............. 
    Short  ...................... 
    Adequate  ............... 
    Surplus  .................. 

 
0 
5 

59 
36 

 
 

2 
8 

69 
21 

 
0 

12 
81 
7 
 
 

1 
24 
69 
6 

 
8 

15 
60 
17 

 
 

13 
22 
58 
7 

 
3 

11 
55 
31 

 
 

9 
22 
59 
10 

 
7 

10 
75 
8 
 
 

14 
21 
63 
2 

 
12 
20 
61 
7 
 
 

12 
18 
66 
4 

 
0 

11 
71 
18 

 
 

5 
36 
49 
10 

 
0 

23 
55 
22 

 
 

1 
16 
76 
7 

 
5 
9 

58 
28 

 
 

7 
19 
62 
12 

 
4 

12 
65 
19 

 
 

7 
20 
64 
9 

 
5 

17 
68 
10 

 
 

14 
27 
53 
6 

 
6 

27 
64 
3 
 
 

8 
33 
56 
3 



  

  

 
IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY 

 

Provided by Justin Glisan, Ph.D., State Climatologist 

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

 
Reports from the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and maps from the Midwestern Regional 

Climate Center reflect data collected from 7:00 A.M. Central Time April 29, 2024, through 7:00 A.M. Central Time on 

May 5, 2024. 

 

Unseasonably wet conditions continued through the reporting period with several disturbances crossing the state. Rain on 

already saturated ground produced flooding in pockets of northern and southeastern Iowa. Temperatures varied from cooler 

than average in northwestern Iowa to unseasonably warm southeast; the statewide average temperature was near normal at 

55.0 degrees. 

 

Showers remained in eastern Iowa with additional redevelopment in western Iowa ahead of a low pressure center through 

Sunday (28th) afternoon. Daytime temperatures reached into the upper 60s where cloud cover was sparse with light southerly 

winds. As the low pressure center propagated towards the Great Lakes, winds shifted westerly with Monday (29th) morning 

lows ranging from the low 40s northwest to upper 50s southeast. Widespread rain totals were reported at 7:00 am with the 

highest amounts in pockets of northwest and northeast Iowa; Dyersville (Dubuque County) measured 1.01 inches while 

Storm Lake (Buena Vista County) collected 1.21 inches with a statewide average of 0.35 inches. Overcast skies persisted 

north through the day with highs in the 50s, while southern Iowa was 10-15 degrees warmer under mostly sunny conditions. 

Winds became variable after midnight as starry skies reigned ahead of another approaching strong low pressure system. 

Initial Tuesday (30th) morning showers fizzled in eastern Iowa as a warm front lifted across southern Iowa, pumping in 

moisture and increasing atmospheric instability. Discrete supercells fired rapidly along the cold front near the Iowa-

Nebraska line around 3:00 pm; these storms tracked east-northeast and became severe-warned almost immediately. Reports 

of large hail and isolated straight-line winds followed the consolidating line east with 2.00-inch hail in Massena (Cass 

County) and a weak tornado near Millerton (Wayne County). The cold front exited eastern Iowa overnight into Wednesday 

(1st) as skies cleared ahead of another weather disturbance to the west. Event rain totals across western Iowa were in the 

0.50-0.75-inch range at many stations with lesser amounts farther east. Showers with some rumbles of thunder increased 

through the late afternoon and evening hours with temperatures in the upper 50s northwest to upper 60s southeast. 

 

Showers and thunderstorms overspread the state into Thursday (2nd) bringing widespread, moderate rainfall to much of 

Iowa. Rain continued across eastern Iowa through the afternoon hours with stubborn showers holding over the southeast 

corner where flood warnings were issued. Northwesterly winds ushered in cooler temperatures behind the system as dense 

fog developed from southwest to north-central Iowa. Rain totals reported on Friday (3rd) morning for the last 36 hours 

showed almost 200 stations receiving at least the weekly climatological average, which was just shy of an inch. Nearly 30 

stations had 2.00 inches or more with 2.10 inches in Sigourney (Keokuk County) to 4.10 inches in Centerville (Appanoose 

County); the statewide average was 0.98 inches. Daytime conditions were pleasant with winds gradually shifting southerly 

and upper 60s and low 70s. Yet another low pressure center entered western Iowa early Saturday (4th) morning with 

thunderstorms forming a narrow line along the attendant cold front. Rain totals were highest across west-central to north-

central Iowa where amounts were in the 0.75-1.00-inch range; many of the state’s remaining stations collected 0.20-0.50 

inches. Skies gradually cleared west to east through the afternoon and evening as highs held in the upper 50s. Variable 

winds developed into Sunday (5th) with lows generally in the upper 30s and low 40s.  

 

Weekly precipitation totals ranged from 0.31 inches at Muscatine (Muscatine County) to 4.53 inches in Forest City 

(Winnebago County). The statewide weekly average precipitation was 2.23 inches, more than double the normal of 0.93 

inches. Shenandoah (Page County) reported the week’s high temperature of 83 degrees on the 30th, 15 degrees above 

average. Forest City and Storm Lake reported the week’s low temperature of 32 degrees on the 5th, on average 12 degrees 

below normal. Four-inch soil temperatures ranged from the mid 50s northwest to low 60s southeast as of Sunday.  

 
       

  
 
Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at: 

https:/mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/

