
  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Iowa Ag News – Milk Production 
 

 

Upper Midwest Regional Field Office · 210 Walnut Street Ste 833 · Des Moines IA 50309 · (515) 776-3400 · (800) 772-0825 
fax (855) 271-9802  · www.nass.usda.gov/ia  

Cooperating with the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

April 21, 2020 Media Contact: Greg Thessen 

 

Milk production in Iowa during March 2020 totaled 460 million pounds, up 1 percent from the previous March 

according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – Milk Production report. The average 

number of milk cows during March, at 218,000 head, was up 1,000 from last month but down 1,000 from last 

year.  Monthly production per cow averaged 2,110 pounds, up 35 pounds from last March. 

 

Milk Cows and Production – Selected States:  March 2019 and 2020 

State 

Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 
Change 

from 2019 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (pounds) (pounds) (million pounds) (million pounds) (percent) 

Arizona  ...................................  
California  ................................  
Colorado  .................................  
Florida  ....................................  
Georgia ...................................  
Idaho  ......................................  
Illinois  .....................................  
Indiana  ...................................  
Iowa  .......................................  
Kansas  ...................................  
Michigan  .................................  
Minnesota ................................  
New Mexico  ............................  
New York  ................................  
Ohio  ........................................  
Oregon  ...................................  
Pennsylvania  ..........................  
South Dakota ...........................  
Texas  .....................................  
Utah  ........................................  
Vermont  ..................................  
Virginia  ...................................  
Washington  ............................  
Wisconsin  ...............................  
 
24-State Total  .........................  
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2.4 
1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.   
2 Excludes milk sucked by calves. 
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The complete report can be found under Publications on the USDA NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov 

 

United States Milk Production 
 

Milk production in the 24 major States during March totaled 18.3 billion pounds, up 2.4 percent from March 2019. 

February revised production at 17.0 billion pounds, was up 5.6 percent from February 2019. The February revision 

represented a decrease of 7 million pounds or less than 0.1 percent from last month's preliminary production 

estimate. Adjusting February production for the additional day due to leap year causes February revised 

production to be up 1.9 percent on a per day basis. 

 

Production per cow in the 24 major States averaged 2,072 pounds for March, 34 pounds above 

March 2019.  

 

The number of milk cows on farms in the 24 major States was 8.85 million head, 64,000 head more than 

March 2019, and 5,000 head more than February 2020. 

 

Milk production in the United States during the January - March quarter totaled 56.0 billion pounds, up 2.9 percent 

from the January - March quarter last year. 

 

The average number of milk cows in the United States during the quarter was 9.37 million head, 27,000 head 

more than the October - December quarter, and 26,000 head more than the same period last year. 

 

 

 


