
  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

 

Iowa Ag News – Farm Computer Usage and Ownership 
  

Upper Midwest Regional Field Office · 210 Walnut Street Ste 833 · Des Moines IA 50309 · (515) 776-3400 · (800) 772-0825 

fax (855) 271-9802  · www.nass.usda.gov/ia  

Cooperating with the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
August 19, 2019 Media Contact: Greg Thessen 

 

Seventy-three percent of Iowa farms own or lease a computer, 4 percentage points higher than the U.S. 

percentage, according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service Farm Computer Usage and 

Ownership report.  Seventy-six percent of Iowa farms report having access to a computer, up 4 percentage points 

from 2017.  Farms using computers for their farm business increased to 60 percent, up 6 percentage points from 

2017 and still well above the national percentage, which rose to 49 percent. 

 

Seventy-five percent of Iowa farms have Internet access, up 3 percentage points from 2017.  Satellite service is 

now the most common method of accessing the Internet on Iowa farms, with 25 percent of farms in Iowa with 

access to the Internet utilizing satellite.  The proportion of Iowa farms using DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) 

connection declined from 23 percent to 19 percent, while cable modem service declined to 10 percent.  Mobile 

service was unchanged at 22 percent, while fiber optic service increased to 19 percent.  
 

 

Farm Computer Usage and Ownership – Iowa and United States:  2017 and 2019 

Farms 
Iowa United States 

2017 2019 2017 2019 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

With desktop or laptop computer access ..........................................  
Own or lease desktop or laptop computers ......................................  
Use desktop or laptop computers for farm business .........................  
Use smart phones or tablets for farm business .................................  
With Internet access .........................................................................  
Purchase agricultural inputs over Internet ........................................  
Conduct agricultural marketing activities over Internet ......................  
Access USDA NASS reports over Internet .......................................  
Access other USDA reports/services over Internet ...........................  
Access other federal government websites over Internet ..................  
Conduct business with any USDA website .......................................  
Conduct business with any other federal government website ..........  
Conduct business with any non-agricultural website .........................  
Primary method of Internet access 
     Dialup ..........................................................................................  
     DSL .............................................................................................  
     Cable ..........................................................................................  
     Fiber optic ...................................................................................  
     Mobile .........................................................................................  
     Satellite .......................................................................................  
     Other/Unknown ...........................................................................  
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 (NA) Not available. 
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The complete report can be found under Publications on the USDA NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov. 

UNITED STATES 

 

General computer usage and internet access categories increased from 2017 to 2019 in the United States. 

Nationally, 75 percent of farms reported having access to the internet, with 73 percent of farms having access to 

a desktop or laptop computer. Farms that used a desktop or laptop computer to conduct farm business was up 

1 percent from 2017. Over half of the farms in the United States used a smart phone or tablet to conduct farm 

business, compared to 44 percent in 2017. 

 

In 2019, 26 percent of farms used satellite and 22 percent of farms used a Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) to access 

the internet. Since 2017, Satellite and DSL continue to be the most popular choices that United States farms use 

to access the internet. 
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