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Commonwealth and the statistical series in this document track these developments.            Leland Brown                                                  
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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE         

FARMS: NUMBER, ACRES, VALUE AND LAND USE, 1909-2007 1/ 
             

Year 

Number 

of 

Farms 

Land 

in 

Farms 

Avg 

Size 

of 

Farm 

Avg 

Value 

of Land 

& Buildings 

per Acre 

Land Use 

Cropland Other 

Pasture 

2/ Other Land 

Woodland 

Harvested 
Not Harvest 

Not Pasture 
Pasture 

2/ Pasture Other 

 (Acres) (Dollars) (Acres)  

    1909 3,448 321,926 93 34 NA NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA  

    1919 3,958 313,417 79 70 NA NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA  

    1924 3,806 306,402 80 53 101,600 23,140  100,594  4,807  31,195  13,533 31,533  

    1929 3,683 307,120 83 51 111,628 21,141  89,761  17,846  20,090  22,235 24,419  

    1934 3,888 317,641 82 37 109,110 25,876  97,722  11,274  22,372  15,485 35,802  

    1939 3,608 313,649 87 43 110,241 23,026  108,641  NA  NA  NA NA  

    1944 3,606 305,977 85 62 115,020 14,773  81,708  41,694  14,422  15,062 23,298  

    1949 3,765 317,958 85 102 111,104 26,025  99,127  11,399  23,371  18,483 28,449  

    1954 3,145 291,557 93 110 104,463 9,541  102,793  11,214  15,706  22,599 25,241  

    1959 2,744 296,567 108 153 95,013 20,221  105,433  13,935  16,891  20,344 24,730  

    1964 2,616 302,475 116 203 79,773 24,116  119,768  13,886  14,825  22,127 27,968  

    1969 2,502 290,065 116 309 62,421 27,990  106,539  NA  42,273 3/ NA 50,842 4/ 

    1974 2,215 264,503 119 511 69,964 9,346  103,898  NA  36,415 3/ NA 44,880 4/ 

    1978 2,116 264,469 125 1,106 91,914 10,851  79,254  17,248  15,234  19,889 30,079  

    1982 2,113 245,457 116 1,248 97,569 10,082  62,494  16,349  14,889  19,589 24,485  

    1987 1,866 239,462 128 949 83,373 19,736  65,116  19,542  11,419  18,317 21,959  

    1992 1,956 252,817 129 1,287 94,426 12,182  78,921  18,170  9,579  14,178 25,361  

5/ 1997 2,048 269,242 131 1,856 100,609 8,922  70,224  24,727  11,811  19,060 33,889  

5/ 2002 1,881 255,154 136 2,054 107,899 10,089  54,211  30,010  8,957  15,205 28,783  

5/ 2007 1,824 265,126 145 3,136 109,415 8,314  30,149  52,645  14,291  13,138 37,174  
1/Due to changes in the definition of a farm, Farm Numbers and Land in Farms are not always comparable from Census 

to Census.  2/Due to changes in definition and wording of question, figures for Cropland Pasture and Other Pasture 

are not always comparable from Census to Census.  3/Includes Other Pasture.  4/Includes Woodland Pasture. 5/1997-

2002 data adjusted for coverage. (NA)Data Not Available. (-)Zero. 

 
CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP, 1909-2007 

Size of Farm (Acres)   

Year 1 - 9 10-49 

50-179 

50-174 1/ 

180-499 

175-499 1/ 

500-

999 
1,000-1,999 
1,000-OVER 2/ 2000+ 

All 
Farms 

    1909 174 1,154 1,680 406 30 4 NA 3,448 

    1919 281 1,536 1,749 370 18 4 NA 3,958 

    1924 276 1,390 1,749 372 17 2 NA 3,806 

    1929 262 1,296 1,743 361 17 4 NA 3,683 

    1934 445 1,234 1,792 392 25 - NA 3,888 

    1939 243 1,215 1,736 393 20 1 NA 3,608 

    1944 521 1,024 1,666 369 23 3 NA 3,606 

    1949 467 1,177 1,699 392 29 1 NA 3,765 

    1954 420 859 1,461 370 33 2 NA 3,145 

    1959 252 690 1,351 402 44 5 NA 2,744 

    1964 357 584 1,206 393 66 9 1 2,616 

    1969 261 597 1,179 404 52 8 1 2,502 

    1974 196 532 1,067 360 45 13 2 2,215 

    1978 230 534 942 336 58 13 3 2,116 

    1982 282 648 808 293 66 13 3 2,113 

    1987 176 523 796 299 53 16 3 1,866 

    1992 205 567 797 304 63 16 4 1,956 

3/ 1997 211 689 762 284 75 23 4 2,048 

3/ 2002 119 715 705 264 50 20 8 1,881 

3/ 2007 148 682 631 278 52 20 13 1,824 
1/1909-1929. 2/1909-1959. 3/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. (NA)Data Not Available. (-)Zero. 

 
           



CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

MARKET VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD, 1978-2007 
 1978 1982 1987 1992  1997 3/  2002 3/ 2007 3/ 

                        (Thousand Dollars) 

Value of sales 34,245 37,897 32,390 54,503 65,948 61,479 74,676 

a. Crops, including nursery and greenhouse 1/ 16,083 21,277 13,433 22,652 24,961 23,803 22,053 

     Grains, oilseeds.....................................................................................  7,731 10,546 6,660 9,875 NA 14,800 16,086 

     Tobacco ...................................................................................................  6,886 9,674 4,810 10,624 9,177 4,863 2,554 

     Hay and other crops ............................................................................  880 677 848 1,261 NA 1,286 2,332 

b. Livestock, poultry and their products 2/ 18,162 16,620 18,957 31,851 40,988 37,676 52,623 

     Poultry and eggs ...................................................................................  4 6 1 2 1,250       (D)     10,163 

     Milk and Other Dairy products ........................................................  3,063 3,992 5,800 7,148 7,522 6,372 6,834 

     Cattle & Calves ......................................................................................  10,989 8,564 9,475 20,706 27,243 16,553 31,001 

     Hogs & Pigs ............................................................................................  3,772 3,521 3,205 3,256 4,078 4,647 3,087 

1/Includes a value of crops not listed.2/Includes values of other livestock and livestock products not listed. 

3/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms 

(NA) Data not available. 

  987 526 298        (D)      63 

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE  
TOTAL & SPECIFIED FARM PRODUCTION EXPENDITURES, 1939-2007 

 

 

Year 

 

Total 

 

Feed Purchased 

Livestock and 

Poultry 

Purchased 

 

Hired Labor 

Petroleum 

Products and 

Utilities 

Seed, 

Plants, 

Vines, and 

Trees 

Fertilizer, Lime, 

Soil Conditioners 

and Chemicals 

Purchased 1/ 

(Dollars) 

    1939 NA 120,298 NA 200,176 37,714  NA 99,885  
    1944 NA 880,839 NA 518,606 NA  NA NA  
    1949 NA 721,298 1,062,616 740,167 322,754  249,432 NA  
    1954 NA 817,472 NA 457,890 426,148  NA 609,758  
    1959 NA 1,207,198 1,307,363 772,411 578,603  208,568 NA  
    1964 NA 1,418,550 1,103,950 706,575 603,365  212,995 899,665  
    1969 12,179,000 2,168,122 2,927,489 899,282 663,767  244,069 1,034,033  
    1974 16,061,000 2,919,000 2,793,000 896,000 NA  379,000 2,077,000  
    1978 NA 2,914,000 3,429,000 1,653,000 1,943,000  749,000 3,510,000  
    1982 NA 3,417,000 2,162,000 2,048,000 3,180,000  876,000 3,978,000  
    1987 23,980,000 3,280,000 1,655,000 2,008,000 2,116,000  695,000 3,670,000  
    1992 41,228,000 5,659,000 7,632,000 3,084,000 3,280,000  1,131,000 6,087,000  

2/ 1997 49,616,000 9,436,000 9,226,000 3,393,000 2,274,000 3/ 1,697,000 6,060,000 4/ 
2/ 2002 50,967,000 8,830,000 6,332,000 4,305,000 3,751,000  2,009,000 5,826,000  
2/ 2007 67,749,000 15,002,000 12,469,000 3,578,000 5,267,000  2,438,000 7,832,000  

1/1987 - 2007 includes cost of custom applications. 2/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. 3/1997 does not 

include utilities. 4/1997 does not include lime nor manure. (NA)Data Not Available.  (D)Data withheld to avoid 

disclosing information for individual farms. 

  

   CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE       
 OCCUPATION AND AGE, 1987 - 2007        

Operators by 1987 1992 1997 1/ 2002 1/ 2007 1/ 

Principal occupation      

  Farming .............................................  764 805 756 1,005 624 

  Other ...................................................  1,102 1,151 1,292 876 1,200 

Age group 

  Under 25 Years ...............................  24 31 29 13 9 

  25 to 34 Years .................................  174 143 118 91 88 

  35 to 44 Years .................................  334 376 389 303 211 

  45 to 54 Years .................................  455 473 500 483 496 

  55 to 64 Years .................................  442 435 513 499 461 

  65 and over ......................................  437 498 499 492 559 

  Average Age .....................................  53.3 53.9 54.4 55.4 57 

1/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. 

          


