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The Kentucky Field Office of USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service in cooperation with the Kentucky 
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for Kentucky's leading industry.  There are many changes taking place in today's agriculture across the 
Commonwealth and the statistical series in this document track these developments.            Leland Brown                                                  
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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE         

FARMS: NUMBER, ACRES, VALUE AND LAND USE, 1909-2007 1/ 
             

Year 

Number 

of 

Farms 

Land 

in 

Farms 

Avg 

Size 

of 

Farm 

Avg 

Value 

of Land 

& Buildings 

per Acre 

Land Use 

Cropland Other 

Pasture 

2/ Other Land 

Woodland 

Harvested 
Not Harvest 

Not Pasture 
Pasture 

2/ Pasture Other 

 (Acres) (Dollars) (Acres)  

    1909 1,133 121,320 107 95 NA NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA  

    1919 1,351 112,816 84 217 NA NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA  

    1924 1,255 118,438 94 151 34,831 9,929  57,880  2,588  8,555  3,473 1,182  

    1929 1,372 110,112 80 141 34,187 2,405  58,115  2,600  6,157  5,146 1,502  

    1934 1,273 117,680 92 95 30,975 2,270  72,747  1,763  6,347  3,052 526  

    1939 820 118,171 144 131 38,165 2,560  59,815  NA  NA  NA NA  

    1944 1,342 128,729 96 149 36,544 6,458  28,522  41,820  7,077  5,689 2,619  

    1949 942 108,693 115 251 28,029 2,476  44,988  17,357  10,101  4,208 1,534  

    1954 877 106,107 121 331 29,577 1,880  35,066  30,367  5,127  2,922 1,168  

    1959 647 101,356 157 379 22,522 4,054  42,157  19,561  4,197  6,896 1,969  

    1964 654 96,456 148 570 22,817 3,280  50,200  8,690  4,678  3,664 3,127  

    1969 732 112,645 154 661 21,639 5,092  61,197  NA  17,828 3/ NA 6,889 4/ 

    1974 654 123,779 189 919 24,998 6,817  58,783  NA  27,520 3/ NA 5,661 4/ 

    1978 700 118,799 170 1,958 29,156 5,884  55,687  14,247  6,204  3,716 3,905  

    1982 725 117,733 162 2,994 28,843 6,824  55,545  11,790  6,319  3,372 5,040  

    1987 717 125,299 175 2,935 28,675 7,458  48,759  23,421  6,438  5,852 4,696  

    1992 727 123,655 170 2,710 30,237 6,531  51,116  20,954  6,193  4,027 4,597  

5/ 1997 743 124,385 167 2,752 28,679 4,575  46,491  26,920  7,332  3,952 6,436  

5/ 2002 708 123,070 174 3,755 25,699 4,584  37,188  33,401  9,308  4,407 8,483  

5/ 2007 712 119,087 167 6,968 26,029 3,171  21,545  49,439  8,820  3,534 6,549  
1/Due to changes in the definition of a farm, Farm Numbers and Land in Farms are not always comparable from Census 

to Census.  2/Due to changes in definition and wording of question, figures for Cropland Pasture and Other Pasture 

are not always comparable from Census to Census.  3/Includes Other Pasture.  4/Includes Woodland Pasture. 5/1997-

2002 data adjusted for coverage. (NA)Data Not Available. (-)Zero. 

 
CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP, 1909-2007 

Size of Farm (Acres)   

Year 1 - 9 10-49 

50-179 

50-174 1/ 

180-499 

175-499 1/ 

500-

999 
1,000-1,999 
1,000-OVER 2/ 2000+ 

All 
Farms 

    1909 122 446 340 200 22 3 NA 1,133 

    1919 302 500 370 157 18 4 NA 1,351 

    1924 215 506 362 139 26 7 NA 1,255 

    1929 345 479 378 154 10 6 NA 1,372 

    1934 252 434 408 150 23 6 NA 1,273 

    1939 60 180 370 183 19 8 NA 820 

    1944 215 390 539 176 15 7 NA 1,342 

    1949 191 218 337 168 21 7 NA 942 

    1954 227 178 284 156 25 7 NA 877 

    1959 110 118 225 158 31 5 NA 647 

    1964 171 104 196 150 25 8 - 654 

    1969 160 136 232 153 45 5 1 732 

    1974 94 125 213 162 51 4 5 654 

    1978 112 135 258 130 56 7 2 700 

    1982 126 156 236 152 44 9 2 725 

    1987 90 171 223 179 43 9 2 717 

    1992 104 188 225 153 46 8 3 727 

3/ 1997 84 215 242 142 42 14 4 743 

3/ 2002 55 250 222 112 48 19 2 708 

3/ 2007 65 254 211 123 43 11 5 712 
1/1909-1929. 2/1909-1959. 3/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. (NA)Data Not Available. (-)Zero. 

 
           



CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

MARKET VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD, 1978-2007 
 1978 1982 1987 1992  1997 3/  2002 3/ 2007 3/ 

                        (Thousand Dollars) 

Value of sales 31,454 80,500 77,314 75,660 116,464 171,917 341,058 

a. Crops, including nursery and greenhouse 1/ 13,646 20,690 14,067 21,678 21,025 9,661 10,031 

     Grains, oilseeds.....................................................................................  474 1,235 757 792 NA 262 933 

     Tobacco ...................................................................................................  12,527 18,943 12,615 20,152 19,329 8,486 7,375 

     Hay and other crops ............................................................................  288 344 423 531 NA 491 831 

b. Livestock, poultry and their products 2/ 17,808 59,810 63,247 53,982 95,439 162,256 331,026 

     Poultry and eggs ...................................................................................  1 D D D 4        (D)           (D)    

     Milk and Other Dairy products ........................................................  53 D - D D        (D)    90 

     Cattle & Calves ......................................................................................  7,884 7,403 9,003 9,863 8,936 9,300 11,444 

     Hogs & Pigs ............................................................................................  600 345 379 100 D      (D)           (D)      

1/Includes a value of crops not listed.2/Includes values of other livestock and livestock products not listed. 

3/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms 

(NA) Data not available. 

  987 526 298        (D)      63 

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE  
TOTAL & SPECIFIED FARM PRODUCTION EXPENDITURES, 1939-2007 

 

 

Year 

 

Total 

 

Feed Purchased 

Livestock and 

Poultry 

Purchased 

 

Hired Labor 

Petroleum 

Products and 

Utilities 

Seed, 

Plants, 

Vines, and 

Trees 

Fertilizer, Lime, 

Soil Conditioners 

and Chemicals 

Purchased 1/ 

(Dollars) 

    1939 NA 117,736 NA 438,155 55,528  NA 28,809  
    1944 NA 225,261 NA 1,074,624 NA  NA NA  
    1949 NA 374,973 946,781 1,145,542 201,505  99,469 NA  
    1954 NA 219,930 NA 833,510 184,790  NA 299,157  
    1959 NA 351,233 616,356 764,070 174,943  33,168 NA  
    1964 NA 330,225 649,005 1,191,450 265,645  61,793 341,025  
    1969 8,877,000 526,295 2,275,756 1,829,158 366,758  68,616 531,769  
    1974 12,312,000 1,059,000 2,116,000 2,069,000 NA  119,000 1,004,000  
    1978 NA 1,528,000 4,863,000 3,472,000 1,194,000  294,000 1,075,000  
    1982 NA 3,730,000 7,362,000 7,410,000 2,421,000  284,000 1,297,000  
    1987 42,603,000 2,834,000 9,592,000 8,882,000 1,745,000  305,000 1,319,000  
    1992 46,843,000 2,887,000 11,835,000 10,859,000 1,562,000  372,000 1,665,000  

2/ 1997 82,593,000 8,244,000 22,250,000 17,036,000 1,707,000 3/ 647,000 1,754,000 4/ 
2/ 2002 102,839,000 5,088,000 16,346,000 27,960,000 3,833,000  725,000 2,319,000  
2/ 2007 233,377,000 9,068,000 45,388,000 40,104,000 6,977,000  867,000 2,101,000  

1/1987 - 2007 includes cost of custom applications. 2/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. 3/1997 does not 

include utilities. 4/1997 does not include lime nor manure. (NA)Data Not Available.  (D)Data withheld to avoid 

disclosing information for individual farms. 

  

   CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE       
 OCCUPATION AND AGE, 1987 - 2007        

Operators by 1987 1992 1997 1/ 2002 1/ 2007 1/ 

Principal occupation      

  Farming .............................................  396 384 364 428 355 

  Other ...................................................  321 343 379 280 357 

Age group 

  Under 25 Years ...............................  17 5 4 4         -     

  25 to 34 Years .................................  91 81 36 11 29 

  35 to 44 Years .................................  148 158 135 159 71 

  45 to 54 Years .................................  138 168 198 203 223 

  55 to 64 Years .................................  167 139 162 146 183 

  65 and over ......................................  156 176 208 185 206 

  Average Age .....................................  51.6 52.5 55.3 55.3 57.4 

1/1997-2007 data adjusted for coverage. 

          


