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general
A moderate winter and nearly ideal growing conditions during the
spring of 2005 got the grain crop off to a good start.  Unfortunately,
hot weather and drought set in during August and stuck through
September, reducing yields in corn and soybean crops.   Rain that
followed in October was welcomed by all, although by the end of
the month, it seemed it would not stop.  October 2005 went on
record as the wettest October in recorded history.  Producers of hay
and small grains benefitted the most from the early conditions.  A
record yield for barley was set at 86 bushels per acre, and the
wheat yield of 66 bushels per acre was just two bushels short of
the record 68 bushels per acre set in 1997.  Although corn
production was reduced by the drought, growers harvested a
respectable 135 bushels per acre.  Soybeans suffered the most from
the extreme late season conditions.

soybeans
After nearly ideal growing conditions early in the season, the
soybean crop was impacted by hot weather and drought that set in
during August and September.   Single crop beans were least
affected by the late summer conditions, as the crop was established
when the drought hit.  However, double-crop soybeans were hit
hard.  The drought was broken by rain in October, but the rain
became a problem when it did not stop.  Despite the conditions,
growers were able to harvest nearly 16 million bushels of soybeans
from 470,000 acres, for an average yield of 34 bushels per acre.
This was down significantly from the exceptional production in
2004, when 21.3 million bushels of soybeans were harvested.

corn
Conditions were initially good for the corn crop in
2005, with most of the state experiencing regular
rainfall during the early growing season.  Dry weather
in late summer impacted yields in some fields, espe-
cially those that were planted later in the spring.  On
average, corn planted for grain yielded 135 bushels per
acre.  With 400,000 acres planted statewide, 54 million
bushels of corn were produced by Maryland farmers.
However, this is a significant decline from 2004, when
425,000 acres were planted in corn and yield averaged
an exceptional 153 bushels per acre.  Average cash
price received for corn in 2005 declined to $2.00 per
bushel.   Reduced  production and the drop in price
resulted in a 23% drop in total cash receipts, from
$139.8 million in 2004 to  $108 million in 2005.
Another 65,000 acres of corn was planted for silage,
which yielded 1.1 million tons, or an average 17 tons
per acre.  This compares favorably with the 5-year
average of 16 tons per acre for corn silage.

hay
Good growing conditions for hay were present early in the
season, allowing for a very productive hay crop.  Although
late summer and early fall conditions were not as favorable,
overall hay yields were very good, with alfalfa fields
yielding 3.9 tons per acre on average, and all other types of
hay yielding 2.5 tons per acre.  However, as hay acreage
continues to decline, total production of hay also has fallen.
Total production was down 7% from 2004 as acreage
declined from 215,000 acres to 190,000 acres.  Despite the
reduced production, total cash receipts for hay were up 5%
due to an increase in value.  This year, growers received an
average $150 per ton for hay, as compared with $131 in
2004.

crops review

small grains
Growing conditions for small grains were very favorable in 2005, with moderate
temperatures and regular rainfall throughout the spring.  As a result, the 2005 barley
crop yielded a record-breaking 86 bushels per acre on the 41,000 acres harvested, for
a total production of 3.5 million bushels.  This is a 24% increase in production from
2004.  However, the price of barley dropped to $1.50 per bushel - down 21% from
2004 - resulting in a decline in total cash receipts for barley to $5.3 million.  Wheat
production was up significantly from 2004, with fields yielding an average 66
bushels per acre.  With 140,000 acres harvested, Maryland growers produced 9.2
million bushels of wheat in 2005.  At an average price of $3.00 per bushel, total cash
receipts for wheat were $27.7 million, up 6% from 2004.


