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general... 
Dry weather reigned throughout the small grain
growing season. Temperatures were in the 100 degree
range in June and did not abate for much of the
summer. While high temperatures did not affect
planting they had a significant effect on crop
development, thus resulting in low yields and many
fields simply being abandoned. Row crops were also
affected by the dry weather. Corn yields were affected
severely, leading to a large amount of fields planted for
grain being harvested for silage instead. Soybeans
fared slightly better in the dry weather, yields were
extremely variable but better than predicted given the
extreme dry conditions in August. Despite the dry
weather and low yields production totals were still
above drought levels.

corn... 
Maryland farmers planted 500,000 acres of corn in
2010, up 6 percent from 2009. Of the 500,000 acres
planted, 430,000 acres were harvested for grain, 60,000
acres were cut for silage, and the remaining 10,000
acres were abandoned acreage. Yield for grain averaged
106 bushels per acre, down 39 bushels from last year
and the lowest yield per acre since 2007. Production
totaled 45.6 million bushels, down 26 percent from
2009, when 61.6 million bushels of corn were produced
from 425,000 acres. Silage yield averaged 13 tons per
acre, down 32 percent from last year. Increased silage
acres as a result of dry growing conditions resulted in
a total production of 780,000 tons of silage.

hay...
Acres harvested for hay increased 5,000 acres from last
year to 215,000 acres. Alfalfa acreage remained the
same, at 40,000 acres, while all other types of hay
increased 5,000 acres to 174,000 acres. Despite an
increase in acreage, drought like summer conditions
led to a 15 percent decrease in production from
571,000 tons in 2009 to 487,500 tons in 2010. Alfalfa
production totaled 120,000 tons, at an average yield of
3.0 tons per acre, and the production of all other types
of hay totaled 367,500 tons of hay, at an average yield
of 2.1 tons per acre.

small grains...
Maryland farmers have produced an average 
60 bushels per acre of wheat, unchanged from last
year, and the lowest since the 2004 number of 59
bushels per acre. Wheat was planted on 180,000 acres
this year, down 50,000 acres from 2009, leaving
135,000 acres harvested for grain. This resulted in a
total wheat production of 8.1 million bushels, 31
percent below the 11.70 million bushels produced last
year. Yield for barley was also low, at 68 bushels per
acre, the lowest yield on record since the 2003 yield of
57 bushels per acre. Producers planted 45,000 acres of
barley in 2010 and harvested 34,000 acres for grain,
with a majority of the remaining acreage enrolled in
the Maryland Cover Crop Program. Total barley
production summed to 2.31 million bushels, down 31
percent from 3.36 million bushels produced in 2009.

soybeans...
Maryland farmers planted 470,000 acres of soybeans,
15,000 acres less than were planted in 2009. From the
470,000 acres of soybeans planted, 465,000 acres were
harvested for beans, down 2 percent from 2009.
Soybean yields averaged 34 bushels per acre, down 8
bushels from 2010. Soybean production totaled 15.8
million bushels..
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