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2016 Michigan Cherry Production Forecast 
 

Michigan tart cherry production is forecast is 222.7 million pounds, 66 percent more than the 2015 June cherry production 

forecast, according to the USDA, NASS, Great Lakes Regional Office. Growers are confident about the tart cherry crop 

early in the season, forecasting higher yields than last year. The crop is developing on schedule, with good growth on trees 

throughout the state. There were very few reports of any winter injury or freeze damage to fruits. 

 

Michigan sweet cherry production is forecast is 21,000 tons. This would be a 32 percent increase from the 2015 June cherry 

production forecast. Growers are optimistic about having a better crop than in 2015. Sweet cherries are generally developing 

on schedule and growth looks good throughout the state. 

 

United States tart cherry production is forecast at 309 million pounds, up 39 percent from the 2015 production. In Michigan, 

the largest producing State, growers were confident about the tart cherry crop with higher forecasted yields than last year. 

The crop was developing on schedule with good growth on trees reported throughout the State. Utah growers reported a 

crop that will result in relatively good production. Favorable conditions contributed to good yields. In Wisconsin, the major 

tart cherry growing area of the State escaped a late frost and growers were looking forward to a good year. In Washington, 

growers reported a record early harvest this year due to warm weather. New York growers anticipate a less than average 

crop this year. Most growers reporting low production cited freeze and frost at bloom. 

 

United States sweet cherry production is forecast at 318,000 tons, down 6 percent from 2015. In California, counties with 

the largest production reported substantial damage to cherries due to heavy rains early in May which significantly reduced 

the crop. Some growers ceased harvesting after finding cracks in 50 to 70 percent of their cherries. Growers in Oregon and 

Washington reported a record early harvest this year due to warm weather. In Michigan, growers were optimistic about 

having a better crop than in 2015. Sweet cherries were generally reported as developing on schedule and growth  

looked good throughout the State. 

 

 

Cherry Production - Michigan and United States: 2014, 2015, and Forecasted 2016 

 
Michigan United States 

2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016 

Sweet Cherries ......................... Tons 
Tart Cherries ............... 1,000,000 lbs 

29,860 
203.0 

15,900 
134.0 

21,000 
222.7 

363,850 
303.9 

338,485 
222.6 

318,000 
309.1 


