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Mostly dry, cool weather during the week ending July 29, 2018, allowed for 5.5 days suitable for fieldwork,
according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Crops planted in sandy soil were showing signs of
stress due to lack of moisture. Field activities for the week included spraying, cutting hay and small grain harvest.

Topsoil moisture supplies were rated 3 percent very short, 9 percent short, 72 percent adequate and 16 percent
surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies were rated 2 percent very short, 8 percent short, 69 percent adequate and
21 percent surplus.

Ninety-two percent of the corn crop was in or beyond the silking stage, remaining one week ahead of the five-
year average. Twenty-three percent of the corn has reached the dough stage, 5 days ahead of average. Corn crop
condition rated 79 percent good to excellent. Soybeans blooming reached 88 percent, 4 days ahead of average.
Fifty-nine percent of soybeans were setting pods, 6 days ahead of average. Soybean condition rated 75 percent
good to excellent.

Eighty-nine percent of spring wheat was coloring or beyond, 3 days ahead of last year. There were scattered
reports of spring wheat harvest. Spring wheat condition rated 84 percent good to excellent. Oats were 90 percent
in or beyond the coloring stage, 5 days ahead of average. Fifteen percent of oats for grain have been harvested.
Oat condition rated 77 percent good to excellent. Barley coloring or beyond reached 91 percent, with 5 percent
harvested. Barley condition rated 85 percent good to excellent.
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Minnesota Temperatures and Precipitation for the week ending July 29, 2018
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National Weather Service data, courtesy of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources State Climatology Office, is available at:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/climate/historical/summary.htmi

Growing Degree Days can be found at https://mygeohub.org/groups/u2u/gdd

Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at: http:/mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/
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